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PREFACE. 



1 HE Importance of Hijloryy as 
an object of ftudious Attention^ has 
been fb frequently and forcibly 
illuftrated by able Pens, that addu- 
cing other Arguments, or placing 
the fame in a different point of view, 
would be fuperfluous and unnecef- 
fary ; . when employed to elucidate 
Public Concerns, and record the 
Affairs of Nations, it may be emi- 
nently lifeful to the Statefman and 
■Philofopher ; but certainly does not 
A 2 come 
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IV PREFACE, 

come fo imme(}iately home to the coii". 
cerns and feelings of Mankind, as 
that particular Branch of it which 
develops the fburces of indivi^ 
dual A6tion, and traces the foot- 
ileps of eminent Ghara<^erathrough 
all the varied gradations from Ob* 
fcurity to Fame. 

Almoft infinite are the Advan-^ 
tages of BroGRAPifr; but here, too, 
we haye been anticipated by " Joh^'' 
SON," who Enumerates them widi 
equal force, perfpicuity and truth : 
It aroufes toEmulation, by fhewing 
the Rewards attendant upon appli- 
catipn and Genius, and holding 

up 
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up to view the Hioft fplendid jind 
attractive JExamples, and at the 
feme time furniflies the means 
o£ Fuccefs, by putting us in pof- 
feffion of the Experience <?f for* 
jncr Candidates, thereby feaootk^ 
jng the path to the favoured Goal. 
In other language. Biography un- 
folds the motivies «nd fources of 
Human Conduct, and difplays the 
minute and hidden Springs that fet 
the Machine in A^oa, and trace 
every Movement at aU calculated to 
produce an £ffed. 

Modern 
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, Modern Biography muft, of 
neceflity, be peculiarly interefting ; 
it is natural to feel more delight in 
peruling the Lives of thofe who are 
eminent in our own Days, and who 
•are Objefts of Diftindion in the 
Circle in which we ourfehes move, 
than we can poflibly receive from 
the recorded Exploits of thofe of 
• remoter Ages, who have neither by- 
Age, Country, or Connexion, any 
Claim upon our AfFeAions ; and of 
all the variety of Chara^ers that 
engage the attention of the Hijlo- 
rian, not any are more interefting 
- or 
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'or ufeful than thofe of Statesmen, 
and Lawyers; 

Thefe2iitovi!LjYtTYimperfeSi Sketches 
of great Originals ^ for which the 
Writer is fenlible of ftanding much 

<. in need of an Apology ; but which, 
he trufts, the Reader will rea- 
dily afford him, when he confiders 

•the Novelty and Difficulty of the 

:Talk he has undertaken. Every 
Man is anxious to know fomething 
of thofe great Characters who pre- 

fide, and are eminently diftinguifhed 

by their JEloqucnce and Wifdom in 
our Courts j but the impediments 

in 
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in the ^y of to&c6!^ tkis kittd 
of information, with any tfegrd^'^f 
authenticity, are great, and in many 
inftances, infupetabfe ; ^ftd, 'tk^^e is 
great delicacy required in accditopa- 
^ying ajceftained faSisy With die ob- 
fervations they offer inteaifbinng up- 
on them; 

The Author of thefe iheets has 
coUeded what information he gives 
the Public Vith great care and dili- 
gence, and, he hopes, drawn his in- 
ferences with the Pencil of Truth 
and Candour : He has freely avail- 
ed himfelf of all Co^emporary 

Periodical 
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Periosteal Publications that could 
throw any light upon his Subjed, 
but where he has borrowed, has ge- 
nerally, he believes, acknowledged 
the obligation. 

London, June 22, 
1790. 
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TtTRUil, ANTE OMNIA VULTuM !— . 

»iONtT«CM, iioatkNi»uu« inraxuXi iNOii^t T'^ 



jLC^D Thurlow ftands avowedly high 
vt public eftiinatidn atid in profefiional rank^ 
ibuf as thefe fttfetches jurofefs impartiality 
and ihdcpciidenc€^ for their Ieading<£eaturcs» 
we beg leave to be <:on(idered as giving our 
own opinion, rather than as echoing the 
public voice.* 

Edward 

* 1 

. ^ head Tb u R low's political charaSer is little knOWQ* 
tiMugh jbis political cmduS (iays one of Us Biographers) it 
iM)toi^iis. There is not a man in England^ of any partjr^ 
.fise of «inderftandi]ig> or political complexion> whofe bofi* 
.nefsy views« or amofements^ have led him to fpeculatiooa 
of this kind> that is not firmly perfaaded> and f?.ti^dorily 
informed^ of the fieadinefs^ unifbrmity, and inflexibility 

•f 

B 



( « ) 

Edward Thurlow is faid to have df> 
rived his defcent from the famous Secietarf 
of that name to Oliver Cromwsc£.« 
His father was an obfcure Clergyman^ poC- 
fefTcd of an inconfiderable living at AJb^ 
feldy in Suffolk* It is a faying of him up-* 
on If cord, that he could give his childrea 
nothing more than education, and thatN£i> 
would fight his way in the. world* This 
foirfunate fonyhbwcver,'difcovercd no veiy 
early proofs of diilingujAied genius > but 
poflcffcd, even in infancy^ the aiTumed 
manners of the man, and was haughty^ 
pnfumihg, churlijh, and overbearing^* ha 
the ufual period, he was admitted oiPeter^, 



of the ov<T-rvillng principle that direfts his conduft. 
1'hough Knrlh, Hell, n\ul Hcftvcn were to club their influ- 
rnce, wnd unite in thrc.itening Wm with worldly difgracrf, 
future piinifluitcnt, and eternal reprobation, they muft 
carry their threats into adlual e^^ecutlon before they cOtild 
intimidate him from purfting the great principle of hk 
nature. ' .'" * * 

Si /mBus ilUhAtur 9rbii ' • / ' •" 

bnpavidum femnt ruinof. ' 

Reviewer Political Charadcr», 8ro--^i777. 



baufii Cambridge^ where the 'hq)eg ciltef-^ 
tained of hii future prdgrefe m life wert 
far from being fanguine : hi» geaeral dc* 
portment was rude and.boifl^rousi littljp 
crfcukted (fays one of hi«JBiograph€rs):td 
conciliate the refpedt of the- world, and api 
parently without any.wifti to obtain it> 
Xhc early part of his life ^^^s roarked.with 
many irregularities exceeding even th* 
bounds of the moft diffipated of the A^cff-- - 
his difficulties were of cpurife, g/eatv:and^i» 
i^remembered to have €itritaited himfelf 
with great addrefs and wonderful confi- 
dence.. His natural powers were: always 
viewed with rcfpcdt, to whicK indeed they 
wereintitled.* Devotedto a life of pleafure 

and 

• The following a^cotmt of his Lordihi^ wa^ tranfinitted 
fcy a very Iean\ed and refpedable, .Member of the Churchy 
who is intimately informed of his Lordfhip's chara£ler» 
family, and early incidents of life^ and one . of his mo^ 
2ealoQA advocates and admirers : . . 

•* tlis fuperiority of abilities (fays he) was difcovercd 
** rery early, both at fchopl and cdlcgc*; they extorted 
** fobmiSon from his equals, and imprSfTed hij$ feniors 

" with 

B a 



9Ad diSjtftt^^, report has impute^ fo hian 
notQvlj a. contempt of literature^l^tyt al^ 

. ? moft 

<* with awe— The fdlomng anecdote is told of him : 
*« Having been abfent fix)ni chapel, or committed feme 
f* Qther offence which came under the cognizance of th9 
<« Dean of the college^ die Dean, who, thougl^ a man 0f 
'* wit, was not remarkable for his learning, fetTnu a- 
'* tow, as « puniflunentt a paper in jdie Speftator td 
^ tranflate into Gaek. TWr lu^^wdfanoB^d extiemeiy 
^ well, and in very little time ; but, inftead of carrying 
** it up to the Dean, as he -ought to have doite, he. 
** carried it to iJic Tutors who was a good feholar, and 
^ a very refpe^ble charader. At tUis the Dean was tx-^ 

' «' ceedingly wroth, and complained to the Fellows of the 
^* infult, and infifled that Mr, THVRLOwfhpuldbe con- 
•^ vened before the Maftera and Fellows, and recdve st 
** fevers, reprimand. The)^ were coovened. accordii^ly» 
y and the Mafter of the college accnfod him pf the infu)jt' 
«' above l!atcd ; to which Thurlow coolly replied. That 
«« what he had done proceeded not from difreiped to the 
** Dean, but merely from motives of pity, an unwillingneft 
•' to puzzle' him. The irritated Dean ordered him imme- 
^ diately out of the room, and then infilled that the Matters 
^* and Fellows ought iihmediatelytQ expel or rtiiHca'te him. 
** ThistequcftHvis n€siity Complied with, when two of the 

, -*• Fellows, wifer than the reft, obferved, that expelling or 

'• mfBcadng ayomigman foir fuchan^encei Would per- 

*' haps do much injnry to* the coftege, arfdexpofe it to 

•* ridicule ; and> ^t as he would food qtdt ^e college of his 

f .^ ** own, 
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« 5 V 

Woft a total ncgled of it, at Icaft a dt^tet 
of indolence in the pui^ttit, incoiififitetit 
"^vith the attainments of even neceffary 
knowledge ; but common fame has iii.thi* 
inftance added nothmg to her reputation 
for veracity ^ his Lordfliip is an admissible 
claffical 'firholar, and attained his kn6w- 
ledge by the only means knowledge is ac* 
Ceffible — ^ftudy and application. He dif- 
fered from others only in the mode of ac- 
quiring it. He who was every where feea ^ • 
the pidure of indolence, lolling on the 

noon- 

** own accord to attend the Teniple>it would be better to 
" let the mattpr reft> than irritate him by fnch fever^ 

*' jneafores; which advice was at length adopted. — One ^ ' 

'^ 6f the gentlemen who recommended lenient meafore^p 
*^ wasthe prefent mafter> for whom Lord Thurlow has 
** procured the Chancellorfhip of the diocefs of Lincok." 

A$ a proof of the confmufmjs which tbeCuANCiL lor i 

felt of his abilities. long before he was called to the bai^ 1 

he often declared to hb friends* that he would one day b«» 
Chancbllor of England, and that the title he wottU 
take for his Peerage wooldbc Lord TayaLow of 7}n«^ 

B 3 
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nobn^day bciich, and confidcrcd/almoft a8 
tlic fixture of a cofFec-houfc in th* day, 
regularly retired to the moft intenfe ap*i 
plication at night, ... 

" — r- His learned toil • 

'* 0*er Books confum'd the midnight oil." 

From Cambridge he removed to the Inner 
X^mple, where the fame apparent indolence 
of temper and difpofitipnmarked his conduiSt* 

* He attended the Bar feveral years unno- 
ticed and upknown.* The firft caufe in 

• , which 

Thurlow is the name of a parifh in Sufiblk, adjoin- 
ing Aihfield> which he at that time determined to purchafir* 
It happened, however, that he ha4 not completed thepuv- 
chafe at the time the Seal was put to his Peerage. 

♦ When Praftice ivaited not at Mr. Thur low's door, 
t>ut was to he/oIl(nved rather as a patron than treated as ft 
client. — ^When, as a proviiion for infbint need, he wkt 
compelled to fcek the fortuitous fee that a Country Circuit 
fiiould charitably offer, he was often fo improvident as to 
he caught without the means to place his wants in the dir 
xtGt road of probable relief ; — for he has, at fuch times, been 
bereft even of a fufficiency to defray the neceflary cxpen- 
ces of the firft ftage ! * In thefe dilemmas (if we may credit 
report), he has had recourfe to expediencies, that a froit- 
/ul imagination is feldom at a lofs for — expediencies, how- 
pver,ihatofcenerdohonouy;othc A^^^than to the cbaraaer 

of 
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f^Jikh he is faid to have diftmguiflied htm- 
&lff was that between L u k e Ro b i n s o n 
^4 1^^^ WiNCHELSEA^ which at once 
j^ve. him. reputation and bufinefs. He 
was foon after pitched upon as managing: 
counfel in the great Douglas Ci7»/^, in 
which he difcoveued ability and addrcrfs. 
It was always his aim in pra^Sicf > to give^ 
tie. oratorical prodjudlions. more the air of 
genius than induftry, and they often car- 
ried the appearance of/pon/aneouscff[i{iony 
although the effort of much pre-meditatiori 
and previous labour. Vanity is the ruling 
paflion of humankind, and we all wiih to 
' — go 

of ,,the laafler. At ooe time, when every oonmvpn fch^me 
ha^ failed him, he is fkid to have liberated, himfelf 
^bm an awkward embarrafiment in a very bold manner. 
He fent ibr a AabieTk;eeper> and requefted a horfe of him on 
lilialy and after a certain allowed proofs if he liked the 
i^fii he agreed to give for him a flipulated fam. We be* 
lieve that our readers are already acquainted with the^e- 
i^uel of this bargain. The horfe, to be fure, was difco- 
vened to be lame, bUnd, broken^wuided, &;c,' and the ma^i 
jDOnfequently abafed iot/ettinga Gentleman on fo defpj* 
cable and dangerpus an animal. 
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go forvmA nther by the impuUe of the 
wind thftQ the labour of the oar, although 
attainments by the means of induftry am 
eertainly ashonqurable, andgener^y mam 
iixccefsful. 

The/^dwAVy of a charadcr,* thefe Im- 
pcrfedt ikctche$ profefs no purpofe to dc^ 

lineate.— r 

^ We^aitprondofthereladmof every ^nn/a£Eonj tad 
ihe following certainly Qugbt not to be omitted : 

The late celebrated D^^or yobnjon&piplied by means of 
fke Chancellor to a great Perfonage for an addition of 20oI. 
to his penfion of $o<A^ for one year only. TheDoaor 
frB3 perfoaded fov the eftablifhing> or rather recovery of 
his health, to vifit the Condnent;» and this additional funi 
V^oiild enable Inm to tiavel with eafe ^d .canyenieface* 
The petition was refbfed; bat the ChanceQor, when he ac« 
^minted the Doctor with die event of his ^plicadon, tol4 
him that he. w«^ at && liberty to di^ oh his banker for 
500L The foUowii^ is a Copy of the Dodor's Letter^ 
^ Chancellor^ on his Lordihip's VbdnX offer to him ; 

To the Right Htmourable Lv;d T H X7 a low* 

Aft^ ^ a Ipng and not inattentive obfervaden oflnan* 
Vind> the generoiity of your Lordlhip's c^er raifes in iiie 
pot lefs wonder than gratitude/ Boimty fb liberally bef** 

tow^d 
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i&ieate»— The immrality chiefly, wc h^^w 
lieve, imputed to the Ch a k c E^t l o r», is too 
^fcqucftt a facrifice to the Cyprian. God- 
defs, and thefc arc crimes, which in mepoy 
to mankind, we hope areveniaK It is to 

be 

tcmred { ihoqld gladly receire. If my fBondition^ made it 
neceflkry-^for to ibch a mind who wotdd not be prood to 
tffiti hi$ obligatibii ? But it has pleafed God to feftore mt 
to (b great a meaibre of health* that if I (houid noi^ ap- 
propriate fo much of a &rtane defUaed to do good, I 
could not efcape, from myfelf* the charge of advancing a 
falfe claim. My journey to the Continent, though I once 
thought it necefiary, was ikever much encouraged by my 
phyficiam, ^nd \ was Very defiroUs that your Lordfhip 
Ihould be told of it by Sir Joshua Rbynolps* as an 
event very uncertain ; for if I grew much better, 1 fhould 
not be willing, if much worfe^; I fhould not be able, to 
migrate. Your Lordfliip W9f firft folicited without tny 
knowledge ; but when I was told that you was pleafed to 
honour me with your patronage, I did not expedl to hear 
f&f a refufa! \ — yet as I have had no long time to brood 
hope, and have not relied on imaginary opulence, ^^his cold ' 
reception has been fcarce a difappointment ; and from 
yonrLordflup's kiodneik, I hate received a benefit which 
pnly men like you are able to beftow. I (hall now livo 
inibi carior, with a higher opinion of my own merit. 
I am, my Lord, your Lordfhip's moft obliged, 

Mpft grateful, and moft humble Servant, 
''Sept. 1784. SAMu.fiL Johnson, 
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\» remembered too, that tiles of fcandal 
tfe ever propagated with malignity pro- 
portionate to the elevation of the charadler 
traduced. 

His arrival at profeflional honours was 
firft announced in 17621, when he was ap- 
pointed-^/;/^*/ C(?///7/^/, thus emerging at 
once from legal obfcurity, his abilities 
being fo little known as a Barrifter, that 
the appointment excited univerfal aftonifli- 
ment. Impelled by the moftrefiftlefs ardour, 
he rufhed intrepidly, and almoft immedi- 
ately, to the fummit of legal fame; for in the 
year 1770, we find him advanced under 
the patronage of the Houfe of Bedford 
to the poft of Solicitor General^ on the re- 
lignation of Mr. Dunning ; andfucceed- 
ing Sir William de Grey as Attorney 
General mi"]"] I. 

He was twice eleded into Parliament 
for tht Borough of Stafford. 

Thi? 



. A 



This is the proper place to review his 
Xordlhip's pretenfions to the rank he holds 
as a firft-rate Orator and Lawyer. 

He was a powerful and uniform fupport- 
ej of the meafures of Government.* It 
cannot be denied but he pofleffes ftrong na- 
tural talents, and quicknefs of apprehen- 
iion :- — His eloquence partakes of his cha* 
jrafter; it is bold, explicit, decifive, and in- 
flexible: 

* Without the graces of elocution, a chofen arrange* 
ment of words, harmony of voice, ordiverfity of cadence^ 
there is an expreffion of countenance denoting a convidlioii 
' of truth, a manner of preffing his arguments, feemingly 
arlfing from die fame fource, accompanied by a'certaia 
enexgy of expreffion whiclj, united, render him moll for- 
midable and powerful in the line of parliamentary perfua- 
iion. He often fubflitutes fophiiby for argument^ and af- 
fertion for fad ; and in the blind heat of debate, wheie 
the attack and defence is fudden and unfbrefeen ; whei^^ 
majorities are to be foothed, hurried, milled, or furniOied, 
with plaaiible apologies for voting againfl convidion : 
where it is the buiinefs of an advocate to conceal, exagge- 
rate, or explain away; where the Speaker, from his parti- 
cular fituation, is far removed from reiponfibility i where 
few are capable of judging, fewpr of detecting, and where 
the detedion would be the work of more days than the 
;npde of parliamentary difcuffion affords hours; Thu a- 
LOW, to borrow an expreffion of his own, is an orator of 
ibtfrfi imfreJI!9U. 



flexible : — ^hc delivers his arguments as ^(/oe 
direds his bolts, in tones of thunder : con- 
fident and dari«g, he ru(hes like Achilks 
into the field, and deals deftrudlion around 
his advcrfaries morc by the ftrength of 
his arm, the deep tones of his voice, 
and the lightning of his eye, than by 
any peculiar felicities of genius, or elc* 
vated powers of oratory. — He at times 
combats his opponents with every fpe- 
cies of argument, from the naked, un- 
<|ualified, unfupported flat aflertion, down 
tathe farcaflic joke. ** His ftyle, howe- 
*' ver, is often petulant and warm, neither 
*• remarkable for its neatnefs, nor ofFenfivc 
•* for its vulgarity.— His attempts at ridi- 
•' cule and humour are mean and difagrce- 
•* able; but his words are generally well j^ 

<* chofen, and his voice clear an^ flrong.— * ^ 
Ai/His replies are conftantly acrimonious % - 
•^ he exercifes all the figures of his profef* 
*' fion : his conftrudlions of the law are 
•* artful and malignant, and he beccynos 
*• gi«dually vehement and furious.*'*,. 

His 

* ^tt Preface U BiUindenuSK 
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, His majiner has *aa ^^x^mri dignity, tnd 
an ^fi?^iiinpxcfliottof awe, which how^-* 
^er decorous upon Jhme accaiions, is zn^ 
tainly impsqptr upon all. Perhaps the na^ 
tural fable of his face — that dull, difmal^ 
iarky difi^rous countenance, thraws-aEn'in-> 
voluotaiy horror round him. — Menace and 
terror fit enthroned upon his brow-^A/> 
ixdxt^le qfpeGi is repellanty and conveys an idea 
4f outrage^ — He alTedts %o difdain the aid 
of the Graces i and tp command' alone by 
the. energy of expreffion, zx\d force y both 
in manner and expreffion, is undoubtedly 
his Lord(hip*s forte^ but every qualifica- 
tion fliould be judged by comparifon. — 
As a Speaker in the Houfe of Commons, 
many were far above him. That j^rr^, on 
which fo much has been faid by his Pane- 
drifts, compared with the fire and energy 
of Fox, is like Satan* s conteft with Om- 
nipotence, and like the allufion, leaves 
comparifon behind it. Where, in the heft 
of his fpeedies, is the information, llic de- 
iign, the genius, thefplendid confiagration 
^ of 
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cifBtTRkE?' Where the wit, the cfaffic 
taftc and corredknefs of Sheridan? Th^ 
records of Parliament will place him, as an 
orator, far below any of thefe. 

Asa Profe/Jtonal M^n, he was not heard 
of, by the fide of Yorke, De Grey, and 
Grantley; and was always, with great 
propriety confidered inferior, both in ana 
cut of Parliament^ to his official competi- 
tors AsHBURTON and Loughborough* 

His unrivalled excellence, is an iron 
countenance, an inflexible hardihood of 
feature, an invulnerable, impenetrable af- 
pedl, that nothing can abafli, no crimfojot 
tinge ; that ftares humanity from the juf- 
tice-feat, and defies the tear of pity^ Cha-' 
rity, it. is faid, covers a multitude of fins, 
and inhumanity implies a depravity of heart, 
that gives the owner credit for the poffef- 
fion of untold crimes. 

In 1778, he was created a Peer by the 
title of Lord Thurlow, Baron of AJhfieli 

ia 
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in Suffolk^ and advaftccd to the H^ digni* 
'Vj of Lord Chancellor^, the place beft caJicu*^ 
kted for the difplay of his abilities. 

As a Speaker of the Houfe of Lords, he 
has that intrepidity and firmnefs that com-* 
mands order and regularity in their proceed- 
ings, and confines debate, to the point ia 
'agitation. His Lordfliip very properly 
Jeels tnc dignity of his fituation, and willv 
noitfufFer the pride of Peerage to invade it's 
rights. His fpirited and manly reply to the 
Duke> of Grafton, does him honour.* 
However the ancient and hereditary No- 
bles may feel on the afccnt of Lawyers to 
the Peerage, it muft be remembered, that 
fhey only rife by defert. The' man who 
earns his honours, has the beft right to wear 
•them ; and they certainly fit upon him^ 
' -with a grace feldom obfervcd in the paiEve 
inhctitor. . . 

' *• Vaft in his perfon, bold in his fenti-r 
*^ ments, pompous in his words, and pow-. 

* See Parliamentary Debates. 
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ff ctful, i*H.fi> much in the qualities of 
.V vifiioi»ft as ia the confequence given to 
•* trifles, he has fecured the prejudices of 
«« the Upper Houfe. He has obtained all 
** that could poflibly be expecSed by a 
** man of mean extradtioOy with the aid 
** of oratorical abilities. The influence 
/' ^intusVarriu^^ ^hiige butbeaftlyfelloWi^ 
•* once obtained amongft his fellpw-ci- 
'* tizcns, the' Chancellor, by finulair 
• * attainments , iipagines . \\t . lias! acquired 
•* in the Britifh Senate. Confident and 
" flirewd, his look befpeaks hfm of fomc 
** confequence — 

: " A gray? i^vciity is in .IgA^f^ce^ 

<f And credit in huwoiids^" .. , ^ . 

He is not an example of mem ipfinua-* 
ticm, but ftands (fays an elegant diurnal 
writer) amidft the warring fadipns of the 
times, like the Chan of the Usbecs, too 
formidable to be vifited by contumely, tho* 
too favage to create efleem^- * * 

There 
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^There h great fitriiKtiidc of cliaratfter be- 
tween Lord Thurlow and the late Lord 
NoRTHiNGTON;* the fafaie bluntnefs, the 

fame 

» A more ingulf thataaerth^ the MteL(M>d Chancel-' 
lor NoRTHiNGTON has not perhaps been unfolded to mo- 
dem obfervation. He poflefTed coniiderable abilities^ was 
an upright jadge> and gave fatisfaftion in the high office 
Jie enjoyed : in private life he wa^ the very reverfe of every 
thin^ which would fcem to produce dignity in a public ila* 
don. In las yotLth he was a profeiTed debauchee^ and the '- 
fentiments and language of that charader were retained 
by him to the lateft monient of his exiflence. On his re- 
turn home from the adminiffa-ation of juiHce> he would not 
he&ate to fwear at his fervants, and be indecent with his 
company : — Indeed the ftate-coach was not always conii- 
dered facred to chafte and decent fpeech, and the uneafineft 
of that rumbling machine^ when his Lordfhip's feet have 
been tender from the gout> has called forth yctj ftroog 
exclamations intheprefenceofthe mace and feals. Some of 
hisfriendshave beenfo free as to declare they have a^ually 
feen an oath on his lips when he prefided on the woolfack^ 
though it was never known to efcape further. One occa- 
fion» however^ was marked with language too expreffive 
topafs unnoticed. 

The Speaker, Onslow, who attended with the moft 
fcrupdous regard, both in public and private, to the dig- 
nity 

c 
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ifit^i^^fd^ of the Oraces , and evert of dc- 
^iK^Jt iJhe fame intrepidity and apparent 
jqytqgrity. Art may indeed be concealed 
jmder this veil i it is of a fine, but tran/pa^ 
rent texture; and the difcerning eye may 
difcover through the aperture the decep- 
"^tion it conceals. 

I The following lines of ShAkesperb 
feem jiot inapplicable to. his Loirdftiip : 

" This U fome fellow, who having been praifeS 
<' for bluntnefs, doth afFeft a faucy roiighnefs, arid 
** conftrains the garb quite from its nature-*— A^ tan't 
'* flatter — he^ an honeft inindandplain— ^f muft fpe^ 
*' truth— an* they will take it— ^fo — ii ^oX—he*s 
*' plain/' 

Th« 



mty cff hU chara&er, W9^ covij^SLixang, on his arrival late/ 
than dfual ^ tke Houfe of Commons, on feme day of im^ 
pOFtant bufiiiefa. That he had been Hopped in Parliament- 
• Ibcet, owing to the obfHnacy of a carman ; and was told 
that the Lord Chancellor had experienced a confiderabtfl 
delay from the fame caufe. " Well, (faid the Speaker) 
> «'d^d 
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hi^c Jfcmaining part of his chara<fter, as 
l^iven in a, very excellent periodical publiia^ 
lion, is fo accurate and juft^ or at leaflT-fo 
fexadlly coincides with our ideas, that Mj^e 
fiiafl conclude our Sketch of his LordiHi|i 
Witha tranfcript of it^ * 

'* The world has done fufEcient juftice tp 
the charafter of Lord ThuHlow, which 
being examined in the detail, may perhaps 
rathef call for fome abatement to the ex- 
travagant applaufe given it, than to aiiy 
additional eulogium. As a 'Politician^ ht 
ieems to ftand the faireft chaqce of defcend- 
ing to pofterity with reputation, though he 
probably polTefles little more than the ufual 
narrow information belonging to thofe of 
his profeflion. In his condudt as a Se- 
nator, he has diftinguifhcd himfelf by fo 

decided ^ 

*' did not his Lordfhip (hew hiin the Mace, and Urike hixa 
« dumb with terrorr '*^" N<>, <« wkt i«*p!fed) ** ho did 

, «* not ; but he fwofe hy t^ad^ that tfht hd^i^tn in bis pri- 
** *vate coach i he 'would have got but and heat the damped 

^ ff ra/cal to ajellj.^.^—^*^ ' '-'' - • 
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decided, fd confklerit a degree of fiipe- 
jioritjf ,/ t^t; hc^ has received crcdji^ »%[ 
al|)iUtie8^^thc ^^xiftence of whiph m^y^.J?^ 
q^*5f|if>ned Tyithout the fmalleft indeccnjyv^ 

^,/.> ' • •■ ' . •• '• - •»' . .w . t 

, \t i$ certain, that little advantage haei 
ariferi to the public from any of his politic 
5:a]l, f jprtions ; and we aare yet to lea^ 
ifrhe^cini his ta^er^ts, as a Legiflator,^rc tot 
t^ dii^PY^W^ ^ He has , however, a qjdick^ 
ji?fs of part^ well fuited to public debate^r 
and a C09I determined manner^ well adapt^ 
cd to oiptain an afcendance over imbeM 
cijity, to pn(li boldly all advantages^ andl 
tp.fecure a retreat with credit, when: dp* 
pjofed by fuperior powers. As a Lawyer, 
lu§ Jcnpwledge is inferior to many; arid x 
h^ his rife depended on his profeflionalf 
aflyjMiita^^, aniQiJber tnuik have now 'prefix : 
dfs4;jip.t|^e Court of Chancery* 

. 1^ has^;h?eft.tbe misfortuac of thi^ coim^ 
*^jri^th?st,f]^ l^gai iwad political charaders^ 
hfV^ jbc»n4at^Jy/fo bkndcdj fhat xnot^e at«- * 
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fBrnteY; and often* at the expeficef-'of it!: 
Thfe- wlas^ho^ formefl^ cifei aiicl^il^^ 
pronounce, without hefitation, that the 
pcifilie fuffers b/ the unnatural union. TLet 
^«f<5 '^hp haye'^beeii. long ahxioiifl;^* i6okS 
ing>jfQr; decrees in the'Couit pf Chsxictrf^' 
kd aikod.theiir fcntimeitfs of a PbhTtl^ 
G&ancelior «• They Will paint thfelr^n*tftiy 
itt^uch colours, as^m^ contin^^e^efy fm^^ 
partiaF ]^erfon ' that the. fuprcmicy 'irf flfcF 
Houfe of Lords, and in thie firft Court of 
E<}Kity, fhould not be in the iaAie- perfon.- 
-^Many lawyers have fuggdfttd the prcvaf-^ 
Icnce of a fpecies oi indecijion totally, intoh- 1 
ilftent with any very comprehenfive knPw- ' 
Ud^ of jurifprudence, and totally different^ 
from the general mode of proceeding itt all 
other fituations. The pradlifers Gomplairt - 
pf the petulance and illiberal treatment 
th^ frequently mfeet witht and tH? ftij^Ji- 
ncfs MiAJlKnature whicsh is -oft*i1tp bief ' 
feen in ptiblic^ an(d thdfe ^^bo^ teineftib*' 
fjjie- patience, the good humour, and pp- 
C 3 litenefs 



litcnefs of the Xqrdis Hard-wickb: and 
£;AMOEN.f arc perpetually drawing com* 
parifpns hynq means; ftmoiirakk to tTHURi. 
tow. 

' • The ingemom andlcarnpd ^ftuthqrpf the Preface tq 
^elleudenus having very happily pourtraycd feveral ftriking 
features in his Lordihip's chara^er» has the fbltowing con« 
clttfton> which^ from an entitt a^mcidkatt ofjhtimm mtd 
^iW0;i!y iftheretranicribed:.' ,/ . 

** If heflioiildeverperi]Gi«xibit^aient9of hischarae-f 
ter, I wofdd defise him not u fiakt bis tremetu/ouj bead.a^ 
^e ; — the ibvere and forbidding manner wi^ which M 
ever addrefies himfelf to others, will probably excite his 
indignation when direfked againU himfelf; I ca^e not if he 
' ihall think me to have fpokeo of him with too much bi^er- 
nefs, it is the fair and reafonable confequence of the con- 
dua that provoked it.'^ 

Amot h e r of his Lordihip's Biographers has poai!treye4 
him as follows : . . , 

^ 4^ In timealefs fevourable to genius and freedom> tho 
■^nghty Baronsj aixd iUIl more haug]^ty Bifliop$> ^dminif- 

' tared juitice to their treoibling vaflals. Nobility'and prieft;; 

' hood were the only criterions of merits and high birth and 
the ecclefiaMcal tonfure feem to have afTomed a prefcrip-* 

live right over the noble fcience of jurifpradence. In 

this more liberal age hereditary preteniions are forced tq 
give way to perfonal worth, while die fortuio^iis adivanta- 
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ges ari&^g &^iB fortune and dcfcetA, maktab but a feelft 
:4O0ipeti$pLcm .mdi.tke nobler endowmeiFits^pf die min4r 
JBiispofition i^np wliere better illoflrated tfian ia tlieprd^- 
fei&on of the Iaw» as feveral of itsrm^mbeys^ iiiallt^dhc4 
By any t)ther elaxn thaa^ihofii of their gwn nerit and a^r 
iities, have, during the prefent century, ennobled them- 
fdves and their pofterily, • " 

*'Xet It be recorded to their honour* that ^ithin this 

period, two of the greateA charaders.^ in thU kii\gd^ 

have rifen /irom the delks of Attomies ;, wMIe, if we be^ 

' iieve common report, a third ma^ be literally faid t^ ha|re 

jumped from the loom to Ae Wool£ick. . . , . ^^ 

*'. Edward Tihurlow* -the fon of a.mapufa^uiser of 
the city of Norwich, like his great piredeceflof^ So^rr? 
and Ha r p wi ck e, burffing from obfcurity by the Ibrepgth 
pf his own genius, like them too, overcame the obfta9les 
of birth and fortune, and fuddenly rofe to.the firft honours 
pf his profeffion. The finger of the Hoy §£ of B p p for d 
pointed the road to preferment; and at a time when^his 
cotemporaries were ftruggling with mediociity, and a &u& 
gown, the filken robes of a King's Counfel, and the pa- 
tronage of that illttftrious family, infpired him with no 
common ambition. The powers of his mind expanding 
with his hopes, the high offices of Solicitor and At^priiey- 
General, which bound the views of fome men, ifeemed to 
liim but as legal apprenticefhipsy ketp^d^ ouftomwibe* 
fore he could attain to that dignity; which wai^to gwr© Wn^* 
precedence of every lay-fiibje6t in di^ kJhg(fe>m;na| of 
the Blood Royal. ^ 

*^ The iieople beheld with pleafure a man fuddenly 
fa?K*gbj?fiftP^appng;tb^mic^^ 

/ ^ ' olHce# 
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«Sc«8 ^ Ae Sate ; fab triumph feemed to be ^dudi^pf^. 
lofttfUMHi^ Hi^ir'^paftdn to- fee' plebeian merit.coping «dtti 
iiMnnViiii^nl 'fii^dr, stid united* but acknowledgedwortl^ 
jef»iiRtfalglvby4ts pafdctp^tidn, Idftxe on degenerate na-r 
])lli^. When they faw. him^ too> fapporting his newly 
acquii^d Hpnpyirs wjL^ a/digmt|r winch they inagtned Had 
cmly appertained to hereditary grandeur^ and foeheUitiiii: 
in his conteft.\yith the.hea^pf the iJoufe of Gilaftoi^^' 
felting Ills own merits in competition with ducal honPurs^. 
ifnd weighing the fair, claims of geatas and learning, in op^ 
poiingttKfe n^eretri^ipus, though Royal defcent* evisry good' 
tizen p^took of his honefi pride, and participated ii|' 
^ vi(Sl6ry, * ' • • ji 
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*' Seated on the Chancery Bench, the eye^ of mankind 
yf&i fixed upon him. The iron days of eqtdty wert'^ 
thought to be paffed ; and it was fondly expedbed, that the ' 
e^och of his advancement would be the commencement Pif-' 
a gblden age. The natioii felt that they had bng grofti^ ^ 
uifiler the dominion of their own Chancellors. The fklw^ * 
nefs of their proceedings had mouldered infenfibly aws^ 
in 4he ^pkadings of two centuries^ fome of the faireft fqrr ^ 
tune^ ^tiilhe k3ias;dom I and the fubtleties of the civil law. ^ 
ha^; iavalv«d»; IB f he' voluminous mazes of a Chancer)^^^^ 
bil^^ ligbl^ and *ckiimtf> which the municipal courts would ^ 
ha^ioun^diatoly iiedG^gll^ '" . .,£ 

^' At onc^e haughty 4^4 indolent by nature; attached ^ 
to i'party/ and diftradledby politics ; with a mind fitted ' 
to difcountenance, abufe, and appal oppreilion^ Lord^ 
Tf^il^LQW'Ttiifi^oititi^^eir expectations ; and, by hh^ ,. 
con^(tS^.6licib)^ iilttftratdd'that great legal axiom, tha^ ^^^ 
the.^ftfciwL.bf riie WidBtek «^^ 

.,, ^ "A, change 
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-'^AcHinge o^minillry taking p|a(!fi^^bfQip4jMtlLftok 
Hm fuddenly difmiired ; an4 t]^? <aui \K^(KUif^.iri63DftMi 
)die approbation of mankind^ Retired ;|m49 thsb^hfliMls 
of the nation. ' m , 'V yJ.Ld 

I /i*" Rciftored tp hb high office by another chan ge.as fuddea 
9^ tti^diftoiiffioirhad been precipitate, if his inadivlty hal 
bfi|8i2t.ftiU the fame, yet his perfonal condud feemcd Co be 
f^M^Y altered. Eidled from power, he h^d been t^ugh^ 
hyir^^irement what other men have not learned hy adver*, 
i^rf.imd his prefent attention to bufiheffij and politencft 
tf^th^ gentlemen at the Bar, afibrded a happy contra^ ta. 
hJLS former behayiovir* 

l^.i^Tkccharafta'oftheCHAMCELLOR feems tobedey^.^ 
Iqped. lA his countenance, by an outline at once bol^^^;* 
b%vghty, and commanding. Like Ha l e, he is negligj*nt 3. 
of iiis perfon ; like York e, he has fwervedfrom his party./. 

BB^ Li;CE HIMSELF ALONI, HE HAS EV^R REMA)^E^^, 
T&g^S TO HIS OWN PRINCIPLES. 

' ^ As an orator, his manner is digmfied, his peridd^ara 
ihoft, and his voice at once fonorous and commanliiig. 
M^re nervous than Camdeji, more cloquont tbutt Rich« 
MOND, more mafculine than Sydney, he is th^ fole 
fujf^port of the Minifter in the Houf^ of Fedrs. « Like aii(' ' 
infulated rock, he oppofes his fullen and rugged /ront^ tQ, 
th^ftormof debate, and remains unftiaken by the y^hifly .^ 
wind of oppofition, ' ' '*^ ^ '^ ^ « 

, ■ .''=■„->,• -'i^'- '^'*- " 

** Better acquainted ,wit^ books tbaii) H^tuiwii-jer^ ' ^ 

polMdan, his knowledge of fordgnafkiM vi<simt6wi'wBk^^ 

con&ied ; he is/howeyer, well infoi9|ied dr«tfte idcoMftfe'^ ^^ 

andlmmediate concerns of the empire. Warmly attacAa^ * "'^ 

\ to 
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lo the prerogative, he brands reform with the same of iimo-' 
Mtf&n f and k/fond-of urging the wholefome regdations 
tf ^onr ancient laws^ in oppofidon to. the improveme;^ of 
modern projedtore* 

, . ^* His attachment to his Sovereign is perfonal, and kt 

Jcaft pquals his attachment to prerogative. Take his own 

ivoipds on a recent and important occafion : — When I/orpt 

\ K^.King (fays he) me^ God forget me V* . The fentimetit 

J. wa^ ftrongly expreffive of the fedings of gratltode. it 

4iid honour to his heart, and certaihly will not injure hig 

\ JJireferment. 

•* As a judge, his refearche? are deep, and his deci- 
, iipns. are confefledly impartial : nona of them however, 
Jiave procured him celebrity. 

** As a legtjlator, he hsis as yet acquired no reputation ; 
and notwithftanding a voluntary proffer of his fervices has 
made no alteration in the laws refpedling the imprifonment 
of in/olvent debtors^ whom he has treated with a viclence 
^f^ favours of the rigpur of juitice rather than the nt3d« 
liefeof h)imanity. 

J. u ^^g enemies, who hate him with rancour rather |hai^ 
enmity, dare not queftion his integrity, nor can th^ charge 
him with any adlion deferving of reproach. His friends, 
who love him from efteem rather than afFedion, avow the 
greatnefs of his deferts, yet find it difficult to fix his parti- 
cular merits. In fine, his character is ftill negative and 
undetermined :. with powers fitted for any thing, he has as 
yet done nothing, and although he feems the wonder of the 
prefentage, will, perhaps, (carce meet with the notice of 
poilcrity. 

" His 
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^f VBs great predecdlbrs haveereOed the Bciblcift m«tta- 
pittitients to their fame> by attendon to the haj^pinds» 
die interefts, and the wel^re of their feUow-ciiiheBs, 
,|jQrd Q^ancellorHARDWicKE planned the bill for abolifh* 
.^ag the Heritable Jurifdidion? in Scotland t Lord Keeper 
OuiLDFORD had a principal hand in the f!atute^of Frauds 
^nd P^rjuries^ of which the Lord Nottingham db- 
ferved, '* That every line was \vorth a fubfidy." Loi^ 
Chancellor Some as projected the z£k of union l)etwijct 
England and Scotland, and a bill to corre6l: foxne proceedr 
^ngs, both in common law and equity, that were dilatory 
land chargeable, 

'' T'^efe were fervice« that at once claimed and fecured 
immortality^ 

" The life, howeyeri of the prefent GhancelloRi^ 
if it i^ deftitute of eulogium, is yet not without its moral, 
as his fuccefs will natur^y ftimulate the exertions of indoA 
try, and invigorate the efibrts of genius. But let this cha- 
radler teach thofe who dare to coniider faccefsful ambition, 
not as the end> but as the road only to true greatnefs, diat 
^thingbat active worth canfornithe ^oqd dtizeoi^ 
and the grtat lawyer,'* 
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tut RIGHT SOKOVKA&Lt 

mLLIAM EARL MANSFIELD, 

Gath*ring his fiooiing robe, he Jeem*d to Jhnd^ 
In aS to fpeakj and graceful firctck*d his hand, 

^•Ps's TiMPXB Of FaiciI 

T H'E ILife of the Earl of Mans-. 
^lELD would exhibit a very curious and 
dcfirable piece of Profeffional * Biography; 

but 

• A modern Biographer being defiroas of wridng» 
SCmong others, the Life of Lord tAANSTiELb, entreitedi 
his Lord^ \p to furnifh materialsj in addition to thofe he 
already had, as he wiiOied to perpetuate the memory of fi> 
gr0tta. Luminary of the Law. The anfwer given by hit 
L'ordliup Was as follows :•— '* My fuccefs in life is not vexf 
remarkable ; my father was a man of rank and fafhion ; 
early in life I was introduced^into the beil company, and 
my circumilances enabled me to fupport the charader of 
St man of fortune. To thefe advantages I chiefly owe mp 
fuccefs ; and thi^refore my life cannot bevery interefting ; 
but if you wifli to employ your abilities in writmg the liife 
(ot a truly great and wonderful man in oar pxofeffion> take 

Ihf 
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but erti4cittg oitiy * vety faint outUne ottkit 
^aked Chtfttder {mA weprofe^ no more) 
with fufficictit CQmpnbenfivi propriety, 
^would require si review of every ftriking 
political and legal incident in Parliament^ 
and tiic Courts of Juftice, during the pre* 
ferit and preceding teigns, and would con- 
fequently very far tranfcend our limits* 
Mansfield is a conftellation that has 
illumined both; equally the pride of 
Sovereignty in George the Second, and 
George the Third* 

Genius is of no country, in other words, 
ti \B not exclufively confined to any, but 
found occafionally in all ; 

«« From Indus to the Polt-'' 

Lord Mansfield was born in Sart^ 
landJ^ The goddefs Suada^ very early en- 
throned 

li)i«life.of LordHAitDwieiLBfbryoaroljeft) hewasln^ 
4^ ft WQnderfal chara£ler-^e became Chief JufUce of 
£9gUiid.and Chancellor, from his own abilities and vir-' 
tues"p— for he was the ion of a peafant.'' 

* He was educated at Weftminfter School ; and went 
after^i:ds t9 Chriil: Qhurdv QQll^ge, Oxford^ iii i7H» 

where 
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fhfoned herfelf tipOB' his lip$. UkpLVd 

Ihc earlieft iridicatioh of a fine gc;i:iiia? 

and bf a difpofition to cultivate it ^by'^ap^ 

jplicatibn. It is yet the traditionary tak o€ 

llis country, that, almoft in infancy^ ha 

was accuftomed to declaim upon his na- 
tive 

Ivhefe he continued iftariy years, and took th0 degree of 
'Bodorof Laws. In 17 28, he madeaeelebratod Exercifeifl 
.Verfcj to which the firft prize was adjiidged<.-i>-A, very ele-^ 
i gjut pi£lure of his Lordftiip, as large as life, is over the 
door in the hallt, which is triamphantly jfhewn to all ftran<* 
gers. After a (hort time fpent in travel> he ftttdied ike 
Law in Lincoln VInn, and was <^lled to the bar in 1731^ 
'^ tie came into full bufinefs inunedlately : — there was no in- 
iervalhetweenhis firftappearaiice and his being iiniVerfa% 
teforted to upon all matters of confequence. The ground 
which fortune had given him> he maintained with greai 
applaufe : he grew every day in reputationi and made a 
- IMiiing figure at the bar on every pablic, folemn, mi in- 
_ i^efijing bccafion. In November, i7424he was^ppmnt- 
j fed Solicitor General. He was member of the Houfe of 
* Commons from that time till he was called to the Houfe of 
Peers, and took a diftinguiihed part in all debates of con^ 
fequence. — In April, 1754, he was made Attorney Ge- 
neral. — ^Itis ftill remembered, that during the time he held 
his office, he fucceeded in many caufes, civil and criminal, 
for the King, and never loft orie ; heeaiife he made it a 
rule that the King ihould always be clearly in the right ; 
"ind tha iiiofhekt the dfe apptsft%d doubtfaf, he threw it 
tip/ " . In« 
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thrwBmttmt, and repeat to die envieci 
vrmd^ tke mofl eelebratted fpeeches of 
.De»«>sthenks ind Cicbro, not only in 
their original text, but in bis own inimi* 
table tranflations of them. 

Hi» 

In November, 1756, he was appointed Chief Juftice> 
mnd immediately ^er b^g fworn into office, the Gttalf 
Seal was pot to a patent, creating him Baron of Maks^ 
riELD, IB the county of Nottingham, with limitation td 
tiie heirs male of his body. From that time the bufinefi^ 
ef the Court of KShg's Bench was immenfe. His Lord* 
Ihip was immediately fwom of the Privy Council, who for 
aaany years almoft iingly relied upon him in the deter^ 
mination of all caufes relative to prizes and the planta- 
tions. The precifion, the impartiality, the confmnmatc 
knowledge, the clear difcemment and difpatch with which 
Aefe caufes have been determined, are the admiration of 
the world ; and though the number has been almofi incre- 
dible, the value prodigious, and frequently the moft diffi- 
cult, arduous^ and important, the captors, and all parties 
concerned, have acquiefced in the juftice, wifdom, and 
piopriety of his determinations. 

Hia Lordflwp was.called to the Cabinet, Council of the 
late King, and of his prefcnt Majeily, by whom he was 
created an Earl, in Odbber, 1776. In April, 17:17, he, 
was appd&ted Chaacdlor of the Bxchcqufi^i. and was af- 
terwaids one of the Commiffioners of the Great Seal, and 
prefided in Chaaccrjr, the admiration of the Court and of 
dieWoild. 



■'^ 
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> iHHs accom{^ifliments as a gmtS^im, ' 
were not inferior to hiSs acquifitkAs as « ^ 
fcholar. He is painted by the great Bri-/^' 
tifti Bard, as' poffeffing both in their -far* * 
theft extent, as ^ ^ 

*• Equal the injured to defend> 

" To chann the Miftreif, pr to fix the Friend." . 

Hir^une will be coneternal with the Engy t 
lifh language. Po?e ha^ recorded if, and" 
lamented his feceffion from th^ ^fervice of 
the Belles Lettres and the^ Mufes, to the ^ 
profeffion of the law,, in this meniorable 
Jincr- 

. ** JHow fwcet an Ovid was in Murray loft P» 
And had he not been in fome degree format " 
Jized by the fhackles of a law education, an4 , 
extended his ftudies to thofe, emphatically^ 
called '' *• Lilt era HumdnioreSy** there is ho 
doubt of his havingftood firft irithat walkof 
literature. He was the delight and ornament 
of the drawing-room, and ,^is company 
equally fought by the gay and the fe- 
rious. A certain fuavity df Planners the ' 
fdoik. poliflied and engaging, accompanied 



hf pceuliai* A*fm« of eonrerfktioft, 6pc^ 
rated like th€ po^;eer of the loadftottc^- to 
tfhivcrfal attfsdlfon. 

FamcinftantaneouflyannouiScedhis^' Call 
to the bar/* and dillfinguiflicd him as unri* 
vailed in dfatoiy, at an sera too, when the 
followers of the profeffion were Ga/iabs of 
^ility ahd power. If Was very early after 
Iiis appea^afiCd lA hiS fftfofefRonieil charadert 
that he was employed on an important oc« 
cafion, at the bar of the Houfe of Com-^ 
mons ; where he. fo eminently diftinguifh* 
edhimfelf, that Sir RoBtRT Walpole 
deelarSd the merit of his fpeeeh to be {0 
greats that it almoft appeared to hini to be 
arl oration of CloSRO^ Mr. fuLTB^EY 
in the fatnfe inilant rofe to cottipkte the 
^ulo^ium, by obfervingi that he riot onjy 
could ima^^ine the fpcech which had been 
juft delivered was the? cempofition of Ci- . 
(:]S|iOy but that the Roman orator had 
hitnfclf pronounced it. Thus thefe two 
great men^ who hated and dppofed each 
^ther with fo much rancour, w /i&/j ^^g^^ 

injianee 
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axrtptitcgjfBic, that was, pcAap«, ever tje- 
flowed oa rifii^ nierit. Th^ fpfcmiouir of 
glory which he obtained by his campaigns 
at the bar, had no p^raUldi^u 

la his political ar^ory^ (as a Sfe a k,£R 

in the Hbu& of Conuxvons) if he was iK>t 

withokit a nval> no <mc had the honour of 

fii^t^^l^ him J and let it be ren^embcred^ 

that hiscompetitpr wa.s Pitt. 

The Rhetorician that addrcffed himfelf 
to T^LLY S» theie memorable words^ 

* In 1766, he oppded the meafares of govemment un- 
der LordRo9CiitGHAM« pardcubrty in dnef^voiia i|uei^ 
tfan on dxie Repeal of the Stamp Ad* The celebrate4 
PfOtf ft which fQllowe4. the Rejpeal, was faid to have been 
l^rawil np undo* his Lordfhip's immediate inipedion, and 
was looked upon at the time as one of themeftableperfonn- 
ancet ever entered on the Accords of ^M-li^raent. in 
1767 he fupportcd the Port Duties, propofed in the 
Houfe by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In 1770, 
he fupported the partial repeal of diofe duties, and ^ontt- 
mdng the dntyott tea, f 

Da 
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^^BefnoJIhenes tibifrepripuH^ he prhnut effti 
^iH^ator^ T/y /7AV nt folus^^^ anticipated 
their application to Mansfield and 
Pitt.— If the one poflcffed Dei^o^the- 
NEAN fire and energy, the other was at 
leaft a Cicero. Their oratory differed in 
fpeii;;^.e$, but was equal in merit. There was 
at leaft no fuperiprity on the fide of Fitt. 
— M AKSF I EC d's eloquence was not indeed 
of that daring, bold, declamatory kind^ fo 
irrefiftibly powerful in the momentary buf- 
tle of popular affcmbliesi but it was poffef- 
five of that purp and attic fpirit, and feduc- 
tlve power of perfuafion, that delights^ 
fciftruds, and eventually triumphs. It has 
beep very beautifully and juftly compared 
to a river, that meanders through verdant 
ineads and flowery gardens, refleding ih 
it*S chryftal bofom the varied obje6:s that 
adorn it^s banks, and refrcihing the country 
thfongh which It floWs. 

' T6- iHttAi^te his oiratpry fey example^ 
^ould r^quilt;' wliit«ihous'tranfcript$ fran^ 

the 
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pecdSary, as w^ can appeal^ tq,^/^;j^(;piU 

-. ,.- - Wh«P He §>eaks^ - '.. ~. ^ . <.y 

* ^e air, a chartered libertine, is IfiU, ' ' 

- And the mmc wonder lurkf th wflienViai^ ■:. 7 -r 

And fteais his fweet and honied fentcncest— 

' fi Hear Mni bitt reafiui in^iivihity/. ^ J . ' ' ^ • ii 

And aH-admiring with an inward wifh,^ v 

^' " You wotdd fuppofe him tlifcflioft feanied prelkttrii * 

Hear him debate of commonwealth aff4irs^ . ,r ^- 

^ ' ' Vou'd fay it hath been all-in-aft Ms ftudy. ' ' ^ 

vi , Jtift his,difccHirfe ofwar, and ^rc^ /haU.hcJUCL T < -^ 

A fearful battle rendered ypu in mufic. ^ 
c ,. Turn himtoanycaufedf pottcy, i I »•:. v.:Hi^O; 
♦ The Gordian Knot of it he will unloof^i 

.Familiar as his gaVten - v: ' *i" 

, liaving added weight and dlgmty.tii 

^c itzi^oi Attorney and Solicitor Genemlf 

• \q^ jfcputation as a ^<?^^er, a limy^\ aBi44 , 

fqlifipim^ eievaWd hioi to tlie Peerage ,..a»(i 

It^e exalted, poft of Chief Ju^ice ^ l^ng^t 

;lu^.^\ He afcenjJed to tbe,dignki?| c^ ftate 

^ |]3P irapid ftride?,:, th&y .\»(^e., ppt^l>eiPpwe4 

^ the caprice o£.pai;iyJ(«iyc«^^ 

They were (ds was.fa^d^c^ ^i-iijy)^^^^^ 

difpenfations of power upon an obje<^ that 

IcneVf hovfto ^4dpew J3#r^t94^^ ?Sf^^' 

. ;, * Here 

• Seethe parUamcntary debates, svert wH»R«f 
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tfert wt can fpeak rf ^s ||*wft iittrt 
^rthinour dwn recollerftrcrn ; andliowever 
party-prejudices may adopt their 'different 
favourites, and each contend in dctrading 
from the merit 6f the other, it £«, we be- 
lieve, generally imderftood, that (pncedence 
is. allowed to the £a.rl of Mansfield, 
as the iirlt magiftrate that ever fojpre-emi- 
iiently graced that important jftation^ The 
wifdom of his decffions, andtunbiafTed tenor 
of his public condu<9:, will be held in vene- 
ration by the fages of the law, as long as the 
>ipirit of the confl;itution,ahd'juft notions of 
• -*^uity continue to have exiftence. No maa 
has in an ^equal degree, poffefjbd ^that 
tuoriderful fajgacify indtfcoveringchicanety 
and artifice, and fepafating feliacy front 
truth, «ndfophiftry from argument, To tis 
tohit the e^gl equity of the' cafe. 'Mendver 
permitted juftice to htJirangMmik^ nets 
dfform. 

His memory was aftoniihing;; iie 
•• never (when fitting upon the bench) 
••tookanynofes, of if he did, feldom orevcr 

'•confulted 



^^^ confulted ^liem." JH[is>*reffcWncef to 
^jpreffions xvhid^ fell ^om him in tlv» 
^urfe pf 4eb3te, and his "^potation? 
^om books, were fo faithful, that tlic/ '^ 
iinight have been faid to h^ye been repea^te^ 
lOerbati^. T|ie purpofes to which ^e em- 
■f>lQyed thqfe ^ma;zing ifalcntjs, were ili^ 
jmbre extraordinary.: if it .yi9s i;hc weak 
|)art of his opponent's argu^ients ^h^t Jys 
inferred to, he was iure ^o ei^pofe its fal*» 
jjacy, wcaknefs, or abfurdity.inthe mpj^ 
^ignantfatire, or hq|d ^t up in the, ^o:^ 
.ri^iculo^s point of view, ^[f, o^.^he .cpa- 
;teiry, it wqre a jpoipt on whjch his ad,- 
verfaries lay their chief ftrefs, he ftat^ji 
the words corredly, colleded their ob- 
vious meaning, ^JoniGdered the force o£ 
the 'feveral arguments that had or might 
*have been raifed upon them, with * 
preciiion that would 'induce an auditor al- 
^oft;to.fuppofe-that hehadpcevioully.amfi- 

«d6red«hawhole,iandt|iat hi&fpeech was- the 
tMiiilt pf amuch previous iludy and delibera- 
tion. 

It 
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^ ^^qlthimy be i^iil of Maotfieid as df 

M Viao-jTLi* that if he had any faults, thejr 

; mjghc be crwifidercd in the fame maimer 

h.<»rkh thofe of feme eminent fixed fbr, 

'-/whiclL, if they exifl aliall, are above ijie 

A rmaoh of human obfervation . The lumi- 

* iioiisi «ther of his life was not obfcured by 

^ ^aay iSiade (dark enough to be denominated 

jfcricfcd.'Oni account of his defcent, kital 

^Hfejudices and propenfities were imputed 

to him, and his condudtr on that account 

examined with a microjcopic cye.-f- but thfe 

optic through which it was viewed, poffef- 

ied a farty tinge equally odidus and decep^ 

' tive. , ' ' ' ' 

His political priftciptes were ever cpn^fie^ 
jnti and to prcferve conjtjiency in fuch il*- 
ctions and. in fuch times as occupied the 
'life of Mansfiexd, conftitute an orded 
"ffrongly impreilive of virtue* . Ithasbeen 
^faid that he ivanted ipirit 1 > Isitheunifomi 

[)n 
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. . ^ Sec Bttrton^a Cl^ca^ "Rm^^st, TU, Yiftftiw . 

y .^.J See the celebrated WT^/fvr Letters of JVn I ws# 



\ iCppo&b»n^o€ papular oplnHii), lOitd'appsr^ 
>rt3citly the contempt of it, -any ' fvooF of 
"* dae affcrtion ? His fpcech andxcnAfiftrin 

the afiair of Wilkes*s outhiwry, when 

popiilac pTejudice ran in toirentSyifiHibate 
. each ether ; the luftre of hds eloqueiKie:^m$ 

fomcthing niore than humaar; and the 
i jfirm integrity of the judge wis the emana^ 

te9n of a Divinity.^ Here- D£mx)^s^th£-> 

♦ Extraa of his Litrdjhif^s Sp€€cb, If el 

*' if I have ever fupported the King's meafures ; if I have 

^ver afforded any affiftance to Government ; if I havedif- 

' diarged my duty as a public or private officer, b/enddl« 

Touring to preferve pure and perfed the principles. of tke 

conftitutibn ; maintaining' unfttllied the honour of the 

; courts of jii,iHde, and, by dh upriglit adauoiltration of, 

'* io give a due efFefl: to the laws, 1 have hithe?rto done it 

' ^ without any other gift or reward than that moli pka^ng 

' ;, tad iDoft honourable ohe, the confcientiolu co&Vt^lioh of do - 

\ ing what was right. I donot aiFedi to fcom thfe dppiiaii of 

inankind; I wifh earneftty fdr popularity ; I will feek 

knd wiUiiave popularity ; but I will tell you bdw 1 Wilf fb- 

'• taink; I Will have that ]^opnbrity'WMtt'/?//<fe7/; a^^ 

^ hot that which is run after, *Tis not Ae applaufe of a 

day, *tis hot the huzzas of thodfandd, that can give a md- 

ment's fatis&ftion to a rational being ; that man's, mind 

^ ksx0 voAttd be a w^^^Btie, ifncT^d ainbltioh bfa mofl &k^ 
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•MC^ and TiviXT fhrink from:daci ixim^ 
|)acifoni hore .acknowledged fupenoritjr 

ftandy 



pnreifon, who can be 'Capti^ted by Aieh wretched al<€ 
;lilremenu> or fitUfieilividi&chBiQnieiitarfgratificaiionftf 
Jl fiiy with the Rom^n orator* and can iky it with as madi 

troth aa he*did> ^' Ego hocamuufi fimp^r fni, ut inFuidiamk 

^irtttte fartami gUriam, non in/amiam, futmp€m*^ But 

threats have been carried further ; .perfimalirlokaceJuui 
{been denounced, unlefs, pnblic humour be complied with* 

I do not fear fuch threats ; I don't believe there is any 
lealbn to. fear them; 'tis.not«the.genius.ofthevw)rfiofmen 
..in the worft of times to.proceed to fuch ihocldng extre- 
4nities : bot> . if fuch an ^vent fhould happen, let it be fo ; 

€Ten fuch jin event m^ht be.prodiidtiye pf wholefome ef* 
^ftiQi; fach a. ilroke m^ht roufe the .better,part pf the tOw 
.mn from their letbaijpLCf conslition to a fiate of a^vity» ^fi 
li^Skxt and execute the la^> ^d pumih the daring a;xd im- 
ll>ious hands whichkid violated it; aad.tboieivhDnowfii^ 
^ppady behold the danger which rhrei^ens all liberty^ fropi 
Jhe moft'^ abandoned licentioii&efs» ni4ght« by fuch 4^ 
«cvent» be,awakened to afenfe of their fit9ation> as drunken 
^meft are ofteniimesibmned into fobriety. If the(eciirity of 

Qdrrperfims ; and property^ of -a]! we.hold4car and viloa* 
IJU^, are to digiend iQionitbe capnci^ of ^ giddy mnltitade* 
..or to-be jat the dilpoftf of a mob; if> in compliance 

m'Ai the humours, and -to,appe^ the clamours of tho^ 
s«all civil and. political i;i|ftitutipfi3 are. to. be difregarded or 
>veithrownA AJif^^fomfiwJ^m^t]^%tf»is iiot wor|li 

pre- ; 
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*^!i8s cohfefled ; ticre Hlic fexiiltmg IBrI-^ 
U»ON may*exclaim— , 

He defpifed (to borrow an expreflton of 
}ii$ own) that miiflLroam popularity that 
is tatfed without Jmcrit, and (loft without ii 
-erf me.: — ^be difdained being the Have of 
;|>opular impulfe, or to acknowledge {he 
.ihoiitS'of a mob for the tnuifipet of £une« 

.'Another iriftance, at Icactt, of great pef- 
.fonal courage, was the^ unpopular maxim 
jthat Jhe jftruggled to intradtice into coni«« 
"tnon acceptation refpedling the incapacity 
; of juries to determineJn cafes jof libel f|»r^ 
-ither ^an tkc 'h& -of fiublication. This 
-do^ftriiie 'excited -a general perturbations 
without, and an extenfive execration within 
.dboE^i^t do^iiie which ^4iiiid^uhe>opi^ 

t)tion3 

*ffrifcrviflg«t filch a price; and hecimncTeriletooTopii^, 
VfholsLys down his life in fupport and yindicauon of tltt 
^foiicy, tht gotermuent^ and the conilittttian of ifis com* 
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.|n^ who WW apj; qq 46^^/^^^ 
occaiiojijs, to coincide with hi^ l^^rdfliif^ 
an^ tQ take his word with as ready cur^ 
rency as the coin of the kingdom.* 

• • M 

'^ The ^ohftru^on that his Lordflup cndeatr^oitd to 
fot on the verdtd given by the jury in Woodfall^s • tiid^ 
and his tondudon the Benchj when an arreft of judgment 
Wa8,inave4.fbr« were much reprobated at the time. Lord 
Chadnm's Ipeech on the occaiion^ in Dec. 1770, is y|^t^ 
temembered: it ran to tiiis ptlrport : " My Lords, the^ 
verdSft given in Woodfall's trial was guiltj^ of printing tcnit' 
fuhliflnBg ONLY ; upon wluch two motions were mad? ittt 
(Coortf one in arreft o^ judgment by the defendant's Coim^ 
iel, grounded on the ambiguity of thevierdid, the other by 
the Cooofd for the Crown, for a rule upon the defendailt 
totdiew cttofo why the verdiQ (hould not be enteicdnp^aft^T 
cording to the legal import of the words. On both ffifiOA 
tions a ndewas granted; and, foon after, thdmafeir Mr 
argued before the Court of ^g's BeiidL IShi iiobtfi^ 
Judge* when he deliveredthe ojmuon of the Coort upotti^ 
dio.ireidift, Went regidady diroogh the whole of the pvo*^ 
ceedtngt at N^ Prmsi at weft the evidlence that hadv 
bsen'^imiashir-^owndttrgetothe jnry. This proceed-^' 
ingjvonUhave been very pioper, had a.8ioiion been made^ 
<Na«ither fide.lbr M new trud $ btcadfe eithei' a Vei^fid gi« 
tttk CQDlraiy tosvidenee, er an* improper eteigeby.the-' 
JjK%eati\i^/'rtKr,-iA hejtd tabe a fo^cient groand^ 
.gnrntiDgii jMnrttiali . fintjrii4wn « flptbnia ifaadc/Hi «)^« ^^ 
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'vAittt was Ws cbttipetitor? Tlie grace oF 
hlfr adioh, the Sip and vivacity of Tiil 
looks, are ftillprefent to imagination : anS 
fHe harmony of his voice yet vibrates in 
the ear of thofe whp have been accuflomed 
to liifeii to him, 

^^Hi& Lordfhtp poffeffed Ac ;^ftrori^ 
jJdwers of difcrimination:-— Kis J^gW 
i^as elegant and perfpkuoire, anaflgili 
TwiA^ the happieft method, and applied 
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idl-qf iit^;aMmt,<)r for eMdifhmg the rerdid; by i 
]Bgrtt<ii|HKCconl|i^ ip ih^ kgal mporcoFthevraidi^ ir 
Jisft hrtm thegnnmd of fometliing a]>patiift|f mibifm^^ 
^^a»Tu»rd\ and the Court, in confideiing wheihe^^» 
ioiidiarfludl be eftabliflied or Aot, are fe cdnfltted^ tO^lhl^ 
r€€9i^^ diat they cannot take notice of^an/thfaigftitedo^ 
fibt appear on the face of !t $ in legal pfai^, itk^^pmam^ 
tri^ m rftbe remi. The nofab Jvdge did mvvel ^oA\ 
ofthereooni$ aiid,I 8#in,thatfaudifeodi«rj«[^'d^ 

tiw for doii^ wkf^t heionev an be iwnsng ^vv^itAot h»' 
M^ have an opportoBit^,t)f tcffing.tfcYnlMitf-^^^ 

diOrine laid down in lui charge.'! 
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%kfe Ac utmoft extent of human Inge- 
nuity. His images were often bold, and, 
always juift; but the chira<aer of his elo*. 
quence is that of being fiowing^ foft, ds^ 
ligbffu/, and affeBing. His genius* fays a 
modem writer, is compreheniiv^ and pc-^ 
nctrating, and when he judges it neceiiaiy, 
he pours forth founds the moft fedudive, 
equally calcinated fo perfuade acid to con« 
vince« Among his; more nure qualifica*^ 
tions (fays he), may be added the exteraal 
graces of his perfon, the piercing eye, the 
iine^toned voice and harmonious elocution^ 
and that happy arrangement which pof- 
fe£^s all the accuracy and elegance of the 
moft Iabot]pred compofitions. He was tmh 
deft and unaffuming ; never defccnding to 
perfonal altercation, or replying to per- 
fonal reflections. He preferved his ^vm 
dignity, and that of the Houfe over which 
he bad very defervedly, for a great niinr)- 
ber of years^ an uncontrolled and almoft 
an unlimited influence. 

— ■■■ His 
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His Lofdfliip quitting the pnofeffiw^ 
by abdicating his feat * upon the Ben^^^. 
of which he had been thirty yews an iU 
loftrioqs ornament ^ exhibited a wery ^c^t-^ 
ing and awful fcene. We fee the cbiUnm 
of eloquence taking a laft farewell of their 
parent. He retired fuU of glory ; 'the rays of 
which lend a luftre to the fhade of his re* 
treat, aftd beam forth their fpkndor round 
him.-f His relinqurfhmem of office, fcttam 
unimportant epoch in the annals of Englifhi 

^ri%jrudence^ 

iJiieBAit, through Mr. BrskinS^ 

. + His L»ordlhip is fiippofcd immenfely rich^ TtTi^ 
principal part of his prop^^rty is faid to be inveiled ift 
jDortgages, to t^e amount of jcjOjOOol, in Irdbuid* > 

His Lordffiip fufiered greatly doiiiig; the ribts of i^io^ 
kt Which howev^r^ he fioMy i^fufad ill ivparatioi^. iThe 
following is a copy of ht3 LOtdihip'i letter to Mr. Ktiiif 
upon the fubje^, dated 21ft Auguft^ i/de. 

''SIR, 

«• I aril extf efflely obliged to yo^r, for your attention ia 
calling upon me befbre I went the circuit, and laft Friday 
agda fioce my retutn^ and in now communicating to me« 



( 48 ) 

jiiriljprudence. This great and fuperiorper-< 
fon; the rare endowments of whofe mind 
have fo long and £o defcrvcdly fuftained 
him in the feat of the Chief Criminal 
JuHice of England, has feen his popular 

rity 

hj your letter of Saturday, the ananimoos vote of the 
Hoiife of Commons of the 6th July, and the reference of 
the Lords of the Treafury of the 1 8th July to your Boaid^ 
aaddefiring me to enable you to comply with the prder of 
the Lords of the Treafury ; and fo far as I am concerned!^ 
I return you my thanks for your great civility, ' ^ 

f* ^efides what is irreparable, my pecuniary lofs is 
great— I apprehended no danger, and therefore took nq. 
precaution ; but how great foever that lofs may be, I thuk 
it does not become me to claim or expe^ reparation from 
the flatc. I have made up my mind to bear my misfor- 
tunes as I ought, with this confoladon, that it came from 
thofe whofe obje^ manifefily was general confufion and 
deftro£tio& at home, in addidon to a dangerous and compu- 
ted war abroad. If I ihould lay before you any ac- 
•Ottgt or computation of the pecuniary damage I have fuf- 
tained, it might feem a claim or expedadon of being in- 
demnifiedy tkeiefore yon w31 have no further trouble from 
" Your moft obedient, 
f ' Humble fervant, 

•' MANSFIELD." 
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tity furvivcCTtn jth^e riide attacks, of ^#4 
njus, and ; bbom anew • in the ^evening o| 
his life. We now view him, like the ; 
great luminary of the world, gently der*, j 
fcending to the weft, with. all his magni^. i 
tude, but without his effulgence, diflFiifing 
a mild and delightful influence, in ex-^ 
change for the luftre of his priftine radi-r . 
ance» f The laurel is yet alive upcHi his 

venerablct 

♦ 6t}iers have held a very, different opinian of this . 
great Chara£ler> and therefore it is bat fkir to fubjoin a 
Jietch drawn fome. years back^ by a different mailer poiieifed 
of very different fendments, and who has^kud bn his co-* ' 
loors with a very ix)ld hand ; V"^ 

*' Lord Ma NSF4 BL D is perhaj)s the only man in England 
whofe capacity, never has been dif^uted. In this re(ped> ^ 
courtiers and pamots dike have been lavifh in his prufe. ^ 
His talents, notwithflanding, are fomeivhat equivocal y 
andj if carefully examined, will be found to be below, thai; 
Ibndard at which they have been fixed by a long and vul- 
gar prefcription. The nervous oratory of Lord Chatham 
has not unfrequendy difconcerted htm | and ^en oj^fvofed 
by the cultivated powers of Lord Camden, his agitadon 
difcovered that he dreaded him as a fuperior. Matter of 
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t^cnccAfc bfeW, fetii muft be raf^fyistk 
^^fgkoted from his temple uohia tpn^. 

V It is ti&vf gerterally tihderftood, tKaf 
<icw CduttS of Jufticc, and a Hoiifc of Par* 
iikihitit lilt about beiriff erefifetd, ill Tieu of 
that tdn^fibJe pife which has btCQ the 
|)ridc of fc^ ntariy ag'dS. ThiB looks likr the 



a moft refined ptaufibdify^ he ha^ beien artful enough to 
acqtiit-e a £(gh r^pka^on, and Jpi^cfeitt eobi^h Ic^ JfuppOTt 
if. But tafents lik^ thcfc are ever pidflSffcd by rbeti of 
cbnfined c^aciti^ir al^ne. An lin^dimg maimer^ an infr- 
liuating voicif, dnd thfe qtiicfcriefs bf his eye, are the chief 
ingifdients of Ms eloquence : w!tK theffe charms he ialci' 
nates the tinToipicibusi and deceives the undKceming^ 
Hence his Qsieedie!?^ when examined m the clbfet; ^ iu> 
longer cioquent> they dtt not convince us/Aey Soiicwr' 
pletfe. We atfe fu'rprifed h6w we cbtid Save heard with 
''appladfe, what we read Withoift afpprobatiort. We diiali- ^ 
'vex In tliem no iftgehu%/hbtecTttgthofarg^^ ii^ 
.ibrcebf ttioagh't, ho eloduence of cxpreffion* ' 

^ 'j^'^e r^t^^^ H^^m. 

ctt iiiits has' biien 'afcrlbed t<o tfee^acutcncfsbif Iffs parti $ 
it was a. coijftquencc^ howeverji of hi*, e^cp^cnjcc i^ fenfi- 
nk$\ ^^d jjrhiic ji«. ha«>eisp^4uqcd,>jr^t,,tQ,i^^ 






^ >^ 
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1dfe^orj5f^tf%i asif the old h^-dloUfti- 
td his abferitcv and, ijirtablfc to' fiit^c 
thelofs^offo much. eloquence and virtue, 

"- \ ■ :'■■ ^ ^i- -'im- 

fo^icioiiSi atid (ometiinefl contradictory judgments^ it wilt 
prove i feuree of frtiitllitiili^ake to his fuccedbrs. More 
'^ V^rfint in the Roman than in the Englifii jtirifj^radetxc^, 
^^ 19 gvided more by general rules of eqvity ib^ by prii^ 
d^js of law. He is apt to aiTome an unpardonable lad- 
tude in the interpretation of flatates, and to decide upon 
them not as they are, but as he conceives they ought to be ; 
he would fubmit the ads of the lej^ature to the difcrcT 
tiqn of a judge. A favourer of arbitrary power by edu^ 
cation and principle, he is continually oppofing his talents 
lb t^ interefts of liberty* In a (ituatioR where he nnght 
advance jAlc good of his country, he plans its deftruc- 
tioii. While he might preferve the eflentkl parts of the 
cpnftitiition, he facrifices Ms integrity to party. While he 
dttght to be moderate, he is extrav^ant : his prejudTces 
trinxnph over lus reafon ; his paiGons over his duty. He 
fofters by his coUnfels the diflraftion of a nation^ and gives 
rife to thoTe perpetual indifcretions that difgrace govenii- 
ment. JtCshefitation andirrefolutetemjper he feems to have 
communicated tt> the members of adminiftra^on : me^- 
foresare adopted, now daring and atrocious, now timid 
andfcrupulotts; now marked by the boldefl characters of 
tyramiyy and now wearing the ofieandft afpe^ of A^ver^^. 

^ Ajfeputa&m.f6rwhi<h hehasbeenindek^J^tlfe*^- 
^tV tt^ jkt^l^t'and to dke p^litioft oir Afilf^y> 

£ 2 
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immcdiafeljr drooped and decayed' ofl tt^ 
moval of it's grcatcft ornament. 

Confpicuous fcene ! another yet is nigh,' 
More filent far, where Kings and Poets lie ; 
Where Murrayylong enough his country's pride. 
Shall be no more than Tulfy or than Hyde. 



than of folid, parts, ^uft neceflknly decline. His avidity 
of fame will be punilhed by abundance of contempt, and 
his thirft of power will be quenched by general execration. 
The favour of his Sovereign will not preferve him from 
the detellation of the world." 

A VERY UTTLE DISINTERESTED ANDDIS- 
PASSIONATE ENQUIRY IS, HOWEVER, SUFFI- 
CIENT TO OBVIATE THE GROUNDLESS 
CHARGES WITH WHICH THIS CHARACTER 
OF HIS LORDSHIP IS SO PREGNANT. 

The moft general charge againft Lord Mansfield, as & 
Judge, has been, that he attempted to change the King^s 
Bench> a Court of Common Law, into a Court of Equity ; 
and that, infteadof thofe pofitive rules by which the judg- 
ment of a Court of Law fhould be invariably determined^ 
he has introduced his own notions of eguitj wad/uifianttdl 
juftice. 

Whether this charge be true or falfe, it is certainly the 
moft fingular that ever was brought againft a common law 
judge. It has conftantly beea confidered as the reproach 

of 
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•«f the men of this order, that they love to a4here to /^w In 
'opposition to equity ythzt they would rather kill by the 
ietter than fave by the ^Ht ; and that they always mur- 
mur, and fometimes clamour, let reafon determine ever fo 
rightly, if it determines othenyife than the law dire^s* 

An example may here be of ufe. The trial of Sir Wil-*^ 
liam Friend, Sir William Parkyns, and others, on the affaf- 
iination plot, came to be heard after the bill for the provi- 
lion of counfel learned in the law had received the royal 
affent, but before the commencement of its operation as a 
Qatute« 

<* lintreat,'* faid Parkyns, " that I m?iy haye the al- 
*' lowance of counfel : I have no ikill in indiflments : I 
^' do not underfland thefe matters ; nqr wha^ advantages 
^' may be proper for me to take. The new ftatute wants 
*^ but one day. What is juft and reafonable to-morrow, 
*' furely is juft and reafonable to-day : — and your Lord- 
** fliip," addrcffinghimfelf to the Chief Juftice, "may in- 
** dnlge me in this cafe/* 

«• But,'* fays the humane author of the principles ofpe^ 
ml la'wst " Chief Juftice Holt was too good a Judge to 
^' fuffcr the ftubborn maxims of La<a} to yield to the milder 
«* interpretations of Equity J^ 

** We cannot," he replied, '* alter the law till law-makers 
'* direfl us : we muft conform to the law as it is at pre* 
^' fent, not what it will be to-morrow.'* 

This, as far as I can learn, has been at all times the 
tgmper of liiwyers : they are not pnly angry when things 

arc 
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Whyi-^w3Uji#ffb»p«. be i^aB^d--^o^ iF^^mb 60^' 
imy aatnni^ ai^mrfioa to e^ty^ for it nf^i^d het . ajbAinl %| 
ftppofejKdiipofitioii pecBli?krtQ any;jB«r4ci? qf ^ni|i|>h»|, 
irQxn its leiidcncy (o (Wp^rfede lnw^ AH <9i4<iaiJ^«iCb ^i^J 
^ver will hate» whatever tends taleJSm the oonieqqieBee of 
tb(^r prpftffian» Diyin^s hate nu^ratity^ wheo ogyofe^ to 
ttligi^i^jdp^yli^jmik hate regiweat^ wlvai of P ^ff i Mt 

Human nature upon this he^td is unifbrm. '.' Reverence 
•* yoiwfclf,*' 13 a maxim in philofophy. Now man*i8 fer 
9ond felf 15 his pro£;flipn ; nay> in fw^, it is often hi$ 
^ft : an4 no bo^y of men have ever reverenced them.r 
felves more (incerely as aif order, than the profefTors 0/ 
the law. IF Lord Mansfield therefore hasj, at times, dtr 
parted from the Tetter, that he might adhere to the Jptrii ' 
of the law ^ if^ in a court of common law, he has occafion- 
ally judged cafes, according to the rples of equity ; Or^ 
as Ids -enemies do him the honour to call it, fubjiantialjuf-. 
the ; he can only be fuppofed to have a£^ed from a prin- 
ciple of confciende ; as he could never hope,'liyfucK 4^ ^ 
condu£l, to rife in the opinion of the bar, while he ex- ' 
pofed himielf ^ the t;enfure of ignorance, malevolence 
and envjr. '"'^ 

*^An6ther eharge, and a very weighty one, againll hi^ ' 
L'oHftiif^ is,' ffiat: he iheant to deftro^r tfie Liberty of the 
PM; wMch "W'been >ffly CaHed tiit'fiJiadiufk o( ^ 
tile iivfl, {kSlitlCai; and religious righfc of an Engfifci- 
mk ilsixA it&as Been l^ttAitt &ii,iiait n^j^rtieiaar'abitY^ * ' 
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ffpmt '^ 4mnMitti wheiber ibtf ^^i»i«i vot; bm ifi 
cuOff KcedtfiMii i4l^kuierf coiitiiiiierlibey' iBOft.ai&rp^^^^ 
fir Asvisr^ »ft ie^Miiln|)ied fcondUtf agobii^ .i^vc^ ^g« 
fidtd and cHiI> p«S>lk and pri^te^ lagBilut^uglKNifc^iii^!: 

fclqjfd4ill-l«dtkftc;hkf40i(m it 

^':. -- .^ • • • ' . - ' ^ • ■ ■ .. * . .- -, 

'IV cdpltieiitiQii of tliing9 is iodi, thar>xtrM{MW 
ifiuilbljr ftpdncc cadtrenks. The tbiift of aay t^iiig^ a^ ^ 
cefiiiily deftroys its ofe* If a people grow licenlibaf $ai^ 
ingovernal^k> at U as natural perha|»s> as neceffiuy, fpjr 
tiior Riders to incrcafe nejbraint^ as it is fpi[ a lidcr to 
tighten the rdins> in proportion to the eurveQing %fi^ un« 
^mapageablenefs of his horie, 

. . - . ^^ . '. ..„ 
JJL third charge againft Lord Mansfidd is;, that he in-^ ^ 
▼adedthe conffitudgnal power of Juries, by confining 
their jndgment to the matter of faa, and npt fu&ring 
thex^ to touch upon tbe matter of im», ^ 

Tiial by Jury is an eflcntial pary of our conftitud^n, 
bt^t many people think it highly abfurd, that fuch perfon^ 
asufaailycompofe a jury fliould be made judges in mattersof 
law ; and would by al) means confine their jndgment to the 
^mater of faB* If this, therefore, flioold be his Lord- 
flap's opinion^ as perhaps it in great meafore is, he is by 
no me^s finguhu* in it« All our ^w books infift uppn 
vi^ipity^ as the. prime and efibtial q^ialiScadon of ^ jnryt / 
ram ; that is^ ^t he be chosen put pf the neighbourhood :, 
whm the £^ is fuppofed to have been committed : 4e nfU 
HwstOf vhi ffUiim fMttffitur^ feys Fortefcue : becau(e> as 
ihermte^ nficinHsfaaaviHmfraffimiturfciriti^ 

the 



-i:r-_7 — !_ 



{ S6 ) 

ike-hA, die more perfed may befappoTedhit knowledgift 
of it; botthey fay kittle or nothing of his qtnlificationsiit 
law ; and confequently include only half the ideaof a jury- 
man, accoiding to thofe who would have Um a judge oi 
l$nv, as well as of /ii^. 

There is a pafiage in Bra£lon> which feems to fhewj^ 
that in Hem'y the Third's time» it w»s the duty of the 
judge to control the vcrdift of the jury ; and Lord Cla^ 
rendon declares himfelf pofttively» that the jury are not' 
to judge of the /tfou ; and fpeakscontemptnouflyofHobbes 
lor making them judges of Ia<w, as well as /a£f* But 
however Hobbes may. have forgot himfelf in the paflage 
which his LordjQup cenfures, ,he elfewhcre exprefsly fay$«. 
** That thefe twelve men, the jury, are no court of equi-* 
«i ty ot of jttftice ; becai^fe they detenniac not what is 
*f jufi or unj4f/i, but only whether it be iione Qr xot : an^ 
*i their judgment is nothing elfe but a confirmation of 
** that which is properly the ju4gment of the wit-- 
** neffcs." 

To thefe reipe^able authorities I ihalladd that of the 
great Montefquieu, who refided fome time in England : 
and in his admirable work» The Spirit of Laws, fays, *« En 
f / Angleterre, let juris decident,Jt Taccufk eft coupahk ou non 
1' du fait, qui a iteporte devaut ^itv." — " In England, ju- 
ries detem^ue whether or not the accufed is guilty of the 
^/^ brought biefore ^em,'* 

It cannot however be denied, that Littleton 
fjys, " If the jury <will take upon them the knoswUdge 
ti of the la'w ufon the matter, they may j" to which 
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PiOrdCoke agrees in lu3 commait on the pafiage ; iMit 
£!eint ureaftMU^le that tliey ever Jbould. How is it pofii*< 
jile &»'umadni&ed».thcti^h koneft, and perhaps fenfiU^ 
^en, to judge of the nature of crimes and punifhments ?*-« 
I know indeed it has been iaid, if they are not judges of 
Jaiv as well as of/a^, how can they pronounce any man 
guiky or 9tpf guilty P Nothing, in my mind, is more Sm-^ 
pk, iwlefs recourfe be had to quibble. The judge ex- 
plains the nature of ^e crime ; the jury confequently, 
kpow the puniihment due to it ; the verdict then follow^ 
from the competency or incompetency of the evidence, as 
diftin^y as if the original cpnception of the crime ha(| 
been their's. I cannot, therefore, fee how Lord Mans-? 
jield is reproachable, for confidering Engliih juries in the 
fame light with the moft refpeftable lawyers of the pa$ 
and prefent ages ; or how a cortftitutional right can befaid 
to be invaded, while law is doubtful of its validity, and 
feafon prefcribes its exiftencc. 

After having examined the accufations brought againft 
his Lordihip in his judicial capacity, let us liften to what iss 
(aid of him in his political one. And here we are told he 
was a Jacobite, and an abettor of defpotifm. How inconr 
fiftent are the enemies of this man ! One while they de- 
fcribehim as of powers tranfoendent, knowing and pervading 
lilmoft every tWng ; as a being of a fuperjor order, inca- 
pable'of erring, unlefs by defign. But lo ! while we con* 
template this extraordinary perfonage, who furveys the 
fyftem of human affairs through the medium of pure rea? 
^n, we are fuddenly prefented with a very difierent kind 
of figure from that which filled our hearts with awe. The 
|n:eat being difappeaxs, and in his place we difcover ^ 
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Ettle vulg«r mortal^ a dupe to prejodices of the meaneft 
kind^ and to paffions a9 contemptible as dieir obje£tt«— •» 
What could Lord Mansfield hope fc^ from the Pretende^,^ 
whofe imager w« aretoMihe canned fe^ivtly;]^^ boTom, 
wbofe perfon, he is Taid to reverence and adore f CooM^he 
crereHpefttO^iave been givater in the Cvurt of Charif9 the 
Tbiid^thanin that of George thelliird? WhereitiscaufeoC 
^ccnfation againft him:» that while he would be thought tQ 
lake no fhartrfa ^gcwe wime i Hi -he ^wa»iir ftaHry Ae-main- 
fynn^ of the machine. If his Lordihip was therefore al; 
the head of the mim(h74 as well as at the head of the lawj^ 
}twoidd puzxlea conjurer to fee what he could get by a > 
irrotmimi ; and to Tnppofe a ftatefi^an to^ forward futh a^ ^ 
t^eau without any motives of intereft or mnb^tipD;!, V It .-^ 
^^IjBCeH t09 aibfurd ^ dfif^ryt an %nfw?r, 
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It is the obiervation of an clcgaitt HiC^. 
torian> that there is an ultimate point of 
deprej^on^ as well as oi exaltation i when 
human afl&irs naturally return in a contrarjr 
progrcfs, and beyond which they feldom 
proceed, either in their advancement or 
decline. — Xhe obfcrvation applies with 
equal truth to the human cbaraSler^ and 
fointedly fo, to the chara(3:er before us« 
Viewing the once great Lord Camden ia 
fill his priftine glory, we are compeUed to 

confefs, 

^ Sbi the AQCOimts given of Lonl Cam dbn, ia die 

B.eview of Parliameiitary Charaaers^ 8vd. 1777* Tho 
. {loyal Regifier ; ;md Buropeai^ Magazine. 
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confefs, that antiquity hozRs few ^ and mo- 
dem hiftorjr none more illuftrious. Per- 
fedly {killed in the laws and conflitution 
of his country, equally eminent in wifdom, 
and eloquent in debate, C a m p e n was 
(Dnce their favoured champion and defen- 
der ! — ^NQW _ 



Charles Pratt, Earl Camden, 

is the eighth fon of Sir John Pratt, Lord 

Chief Juflice of the Court of King's 

Bench in the reign of George the Firft* 

by his fecphd Lady, Elizabeth. His 

father died in 1724, leaving this fon arv 

infant, and (as is faid) with a flender 
provifion. ' 

* 
tie received his education at Eton^ from 

whence, in 173 1, he was fent to King's 

Colkge^ Cambrdige, of which fociety, 4ie 

^eame a Fellow* — In 1735, he took the 

degree 
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degree df Batchelor of :^dfA•/J•, anS .tHt?-pf 
MUfter in 1739 ; very foon after' whichi 
fixing on the law for his profeflioh, he en-^ 
tered hirafelf a Member of one of the InR9 
ofGourt.* 

He poffeffed a penetrating and lively gc-» 
niiis-f- that led him,. with' eafe, through the 
moft Sbftrufe fludies.— ^HiS conception was 
remarkably quick and clear, and hjis fine 
talents highly cultivated. 
. \ •• ^ " ' ''-■'■■ ' : '-; .• • Aftct 



* We believe the Middle Temple—When admitted of 
Lincoln's- Inn» in 1757^ he was one of the King's Coanfet. 

f This gre^ man is faid to be particulariy fond of amU* 
fing himfelf with the. fairy works of romantic writerif ; 

' and that Cklia, Caffandra^ and fimilar produ^ions, 
have been the fiivourites of his leifure hours. By^ the 
pedantic and phlegmatic; thefe may be denominated 
puerile aftd trifling ; but, without entering into a dc- 

■ fence of the old writers of romance, which are fo fupe- 
rior, in pdlnt of inftruQion, to modern novels, I feel a de- 
gree of admiration of thofe abilities which the barren, 
dry, and continued purfuits- of law erudition cannot fut- 
cTue into the duUnefs of profeffional infenfibility, but HJIl 
preierve a real feeling for the flowers of fancy and the 



^tm dAleA to the bsr, wher«, fd)? (&twk 

Its almo^fo produce deTpdndencj^ / t^k 
isj-cported, that he gradual])r"behd(}{i9s 
^fmall' patrimony mouldering away^ witl^ 
titti hope» of betteridg> or ov«n rttri^vin|^ 
his circumftanc6s by proft^ohal exertfon^'s 
t^ (hat fo inadequate was his encouragex 
inehtto liis exipedations, that he hai at 
one period determined at emie to sdjaaasbii 
I49 profeSon and his country. Thefe oK^ 
ilacies . were, however, happily rettoilted 
hypeffevcfrance. 7 :.yi. 

About thii period, his /cfap^>-^&nr 
ind collegiate friend. Dr. Smeyd Davies, 
Ii4dbi0e(lhi» beMitiful Poetic Epuftk to him» 
in wfeic^l. ali;c«;ptitttingtfee pfestfuits tf 
tbelr youthful intercourfe, and thetranfi* 
tion froin that happio: period of life to 
niafthiDB6d; and its more wdrfdfy pi^ifdiits, he 
ei^courag^d ]bi<3^,% j*t}»c, e;x?ffl^ 
tsKi vEae<»ot, iSoftUft^ and ¥9tBCs^i 
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: Wfesthpfthisalviipei by fti«*>ltt»^hi« 
^hopes^ addcda^lclkiondi elafHcit^ tOihis{atite 
|c£oQal pttiiukSj eoctatn it k^ that luf. ^ 
JigesDce was foon after noticed and ivwant- 
,^4 J and it is recorded of him» that hecpa^^ 
.4Mf3:iedlumfelf» through the courfe of great 
^^jStice, with the higheft credit ^d repii«> 
tgtioh, 

: He T<?als a popular hiWytT, arrf ever fbf- 
mird to defend the rights of the people* 
When Owen was tried fctf pubiithiflg the, 
tafeicf Ai^EXANDER Murray, iii 175a, 
Mr. Pratt was one of his couniel, and 
finalized himfelf by a very able conilitUi- 
ncmal argument on that oc^on* 

V At the general election ef 17541 he was 

y^oien member f^nD^wntoni^ and at thk 

• . peiiodi 

,^ * * On « bin bdog. pfopofed Jti the Hoiire d£ Cpmzocii^ 

to ex^iHthe-benefitsof the flabeas Coi|>usA6t^ which 

iiitfivtvcr ffidiokpi^si 4ie is fiiid'td~hkve wHtmi tie jpam-^ 

Af the Habeas Cozpns A6L'* 8vo. lyc^* 
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jKiriod, he was certainly cbnfidered-thdl 
iHoft rifing advocate at the bar; at a time! 
too, when fome of the ableft men then 
living were exercifing their talents on the' 
fame ground. 

I^ ^759» M^* Pratt was chofen Re^. 
corderoi BathJ^ probably through the in- 
tereflt of Lord Chatham, (then Mn- 
PiTT,) between whom a firm, lafting, 
and wdl-cemeiltcd friendfhip feems to^ 
have fubfilled through life* 

In the fame year, he was appointed, ^/ ' 
dnce^ without paftirig the ufual gradatioh, 
to the office of Attorney General^ on fhcf" 
advancement of Lord NorthingtOn td*' 
the feals. 

In 

• His Lordftiip, fome few years ago, took a very a£Uve 
part ia tHe difputes between the fobfcribers to the nppcr 
and lower rooms^ at.Bath. He exerted himfeli^^^ un- 
common ardour in fupport of the latter, to his general in- 
fluence adding perfonal application ; and not confining hi^ 
zeal to private fociety, he conftantly attended the poblie* 
meetings, where he fuggefted the mcafurcs to be pui^-^ 
fucd% ... 



( »J ) 

• 

> tit tf6d, he WM cho&a Member fo> 
Bath / ^d in i j6i apjpointed €*/>/ jF^ 
#/V^ vf the Cwtmori FUas^ and knighted on 
^ ^&itk of 6ir|o»i< Willes. ft 'was 
dming kis pfefidencf in this Couit^ diat 
WiiKEs*« cafe cartM before him For ded-* 
(ion j and his determination will ever do 
him honour, as a juft, able, and learned 
hmf&y aiid a bold and ui^iafSed defeg^ 
df die rights l<^ i^ fieopli:». In thf^ \^^ 
i^Hed wreath that bittd^ his brov^^ this i» % 
i^Tdutwili tsstm& fot tV9x jgs^^^f t9 
adomthe withered faaag^^ 

In fuly> ^"y^^S* ke ^was ^advanced to (b# 
<iigsit(^ flf A Peer of Grsat Britain^ bjf 
the title of Lord CiUMiDENi j^ron cfCamf^ 
ifcw, «i the Counlyof JK>«/. 

• On the 30th of Jtily, 1766, xipon tht 
<!h&nge of miniftiy, foianed by Lord 
Chatham, he was created Lori High 
K^aweiiiM^; a poft healfo held wakh eqti4 
lionour <to himielf, and fatis£»dion to iImk 
.P foitfiiV 



o^^^(MM?^^tb 'vpafs ubracqtdfid, tfaait jfaoW^ 
after his promotion to thb htghAoflice:j|: iin(\ 
late celebrated confiitut tonal Judge was heard 

edfy ilkgki and uriconJiitfifioncU^ ^'.: : 

'iTIie ^/>$;p^ ^iSKytor of Vondm (a - cwnfao^ • 
tdf;) Had aferttted the miniftry with anaSc^ : 
couni: of a*ftiorf crop of com at hohie^ ft' 
failure of the harveft all over Europe^ 
and a rapid exportation imder the-ictidra 
laws. ^ The bufinefs was debated in couit^) 
c9i wb^ the exportation was Jirbii.By*issgakf 
pioclamiimn. ' This was considered a:ffinM0ti> 
tkngerous than even the cafe of ^j^i?9»ig^ 
as an attack on the coidSritutioni abd^asu 
iflLtafion of the laws. Hi? Lordlhip dtp-^.> 
fei^ddd the meaf^ire on the ^towAoiflatitr 
neceKty I and, upon ^^is ixrcafion^ :fiot. 
olily fixed' the exercife of the Royal prero- 
gative -ih^ the fKft'Ma^^^^ eride*- 
vQuis jtaiaveil hihi* ^^^okidn^^^vi^\ 

;. J of 



of4llc»pri^<^imaI) that p^emgai^ mifihlf'! 
b6e»ctE?iM in caatndi&ion ^thlip^v/f{\ 
laws^bf the.land^ mid the/^ aQlin9Wle(lgc4a 
p|)incipi6g of th^ conftitutiom- - r rm,v, 
^^« ■ ■ • . . •' .. : .^-J 

- in.tfeejrear 1770, difapptoving thepa^t ^ 
fureS-of adminiflratioQ refpei^g AfMfica^ ^ 
he refighed,* arid from this period, became 
itli<j-'!W«m arid determined enemy, of tih^t 
fyHemt which was to fatally purfucd du- 
ring th^ adminiftfatibn of Lord Nojtx^* ,, 
'* ■' . - - ■* 

. Bifrhiffed from tiis rank^ and o|Rce., he< 
retired with the fame dignity with which ^ 
hl&hadiuflained it; proving that he had^ 
^ffie more virtue than his enemies, and^^ 
coofeqiiently, more honour ; that he h^d;^ 
«M^ univerfal' fame and admiration-^i^^ • 
^pe 4ff no minijier^ mr the fupport^t fS 
Mff me^re of which the ol^eS: v«'' mi. tk^^i 
iktirefit^ his cotmtry. . ^^ 

. - :'^ ' -:-.• : •:« ; v /:.-;,. .n No. 

iUt^^. hut {in lef^ cof|rtly phnfe) wa9 turned oat---for' 
an'auitiiiiinilleiial vote* lliis was fpirhiedly aifenfed^lJjP^' 

Jo Fa 



'I N* vm is MOrt *miaWe in pnyi» 
fifej irfid, ^hftn rtitKJved firom thebuAle 
*f public bufin^fs, his mktty fodal virttoefe 
:&in€ in the hiftiv of ^vate excefi^hcev 

^ ^herc fe nothihj^ lukewarm in this Noble* 
man's tctfipcr : 6n whatever iidchcengagciy 
he difcovers the energy of his feelings, and 
the force of his underftanding'l The 
rebellion in America, war, perhaps, fitft 
- fanned into, flame by his fubtk^ Jthe-J^un 
arguments in favour of the colonifts.-^ 
l^rom the wafmth of his heart, and the 
vigour of his ibilities,''his capacity to fup- 
port "his frieftds, bekrs an equal propor- 
tion to tlie power of attacking his ene-. 
mies. 

He oppoled in the ttoufe of Lor<I«, 
fome legal opinions; prcMiounced iin i^hp 
CJpurt of King's Bench, on the dodrine 
of libels^ asd ^oa other oonfti«utional 
lubjciasji in iv4iich hfe was fupported 

. .;,'-, .^ .,/ ..,:, * iff 



tiyKis great andQ9ble fnmi Ac Sa^Vof 

On the 17th of March, iT^ii^ he^riis 
appointed Prejident of the Council a poll 
jyhich hercfignedin 17^3, b^t l?a$ finoi 
fcfijjBed, and yet retains^ . .^ 

He was equally able as a lawyer and «jl 

^fwJyocafe. All his fpeeche? have , a iweet 

Jgipplicity^ an exquifite grace, a .cl^arnpff^ 

and (to borrow an exprefliop of Sir Wj|t 

Jones, fpcakingof Lysjas, the Greciaii 

PfatPir) ^tranfparency^ which is more eafily 

.«c»ceived than defined, admired thanJmir 

. tatpd, and which is analogous to graceful^' 

nefs in motion, and melody in a feries pf 

founds. — He Jimplijies every thing, and 

delivers his opinions with a plainnefjs that 

captivates while it enlightens, fo that if 

%ruth lhj9wld affume a huni^n voice a^ci 

' form, flie could ujfe no other langu^ge.^ 

: Hi« 

^ '^' • Sm the learned Prefatory DUcQurfe to Sir WiJJiam 
* Ji>Bes> Tranflatjoo of Ifew, 



Wn^^rckti and he is, perKa|ij^V •firf^ 
riot to every one biit Fpx, in dejftK"'!^ 
l^aforfrngandlbglcalc^^ ^HfeflSyd" 

^edVes his antagonift an opening; an*/^!aF 
^e evW: addfdTes the paffions, itis thtot^ 
tlie rtiedium of argument. He would'Ste 
no match for Fox or DEMOstHEKi^a^Si 
haranguing a popular aflcmbly, but he 
would equal them in an Areopagus. He 
is fond of firft principles, of which he 
never lofes fight. His ftyle is cool, deli- 
berate and perfuafive : his volubility, choice 
of language, and flow of ideas, are inex- 
hauftible ; neitheris his judgment any way. 
inferior to his oratory. 

The human mind is pained in contrafling 
the meridian fplendor of this once luminous 
character with \x%^xt{^x\X, dujky declenfion. 
He, who was the champion of liberty j the 
friend of Chatham, and the competitor 
of Mansfield; he, who once fhunned 
no public queftion, and wjio was, confe- 

quently. 



l5y^cff,{an(l p^u^irjg't^ di;^g^ of , "j!^- 
4oii5k, Jmpi^guatcd with ihej.w^ajlfQijfji, 9^ 
i^teg8i ^s if , «arelfls of thC;,s^ojy.^t^ 
jfjJoW'/We? conducted the^c^fi????;^ J?^ 
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7HC KIGHT HONOV&ABIS 



^r EARL of BArHURSr 



Goodman Fergis, Sir» fpeaks a little . on the matters 
an old man» Sir, and bis wits are not fp bl^nt as> QoA help 
I wovH delre Aey wefe ^ but im &ith> as honeft as tfas 
4cialietwfcti.hisbraw»«-fe , 

Ga AT I A NO fpeaks an infinitedeal ofnothbg— hisreaibiii 
ftte M two gndos of wheat hid in two bi^dis of diaff; yoo 
fifdl feekaHd^yew yoafindtbem, aini then they are not 
Vocth the fearph,**'!' 

SHAKESPSAB>t« 



If general report be entitled to any credit, 
we may boldly write down, that theEARir 
of Bathukst became a great charaftcr 
ferforce—ht was nurfed in a political hot- 
bed, and raifcd per fas aut nefas. Nothing 
lefs ^han the fame peceflSty introduces hi« 

Xx)rdlhip*f 
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|il)riWlil)^waittt ia the Tame pi^:«rith 
tJiofe iBuibribiis pcrfonag^^ i^diitistlkb 
"jwfpoffe of^i&irdli«nctOipouitragr* 

i ' Thfe Eari, of Bathurst, astht^ 
"gj^r proclaims, is defcended of an jlluihi^ 
ous family j his father was the much cdo- 
brated nobleman whom Pope, in his tune-- 
i^»punqfbers, fo highly, fo elegantly, ^j>d fp 
JTttftly panegyrifed ; and Swift, ia fpi|[ht 
^qf^ hi& fetyrical vein, and almoft in con-' 
ti^diftion of, his nature^ condefcended to 
pxaifc* The .old earl was commonly kiijawn 
Wtidef the accepted defcriptipn of one of 
.^^^;/ AnnU Peers, who, likefpme of lat^r 
date, Iprung up in an abundant and unex- 
j>e<fted crop, in a fingle night. . If, hoMir- 
cyerji they had all owned the fame preteft- 
/fi^§,)«i|h his Lord^^^ we fhould hay^ 
^upj^o^ed, jtl^^t the iafck of pew-m%de lord* 
liii^s , V(P}4^ h^v? efqaped z general name, 
which oftener originates from contempt, 
^r dbajp^;^^)^^ pyipcipje. ^ 



--r-1 't;'>'^T> ^^rj.j, -i-1^; i f-j^j f bj'Vjjiiij^ 
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dVi'Fhc^fcfent/EAitt of BAsnisbqiiftlii^jf- 

underftood : to teye.^ajciwd .aii ^edjuqftiop 
liberal a^ his birth ; for he who is fond of 
dKrteamed, by an im(feniable axiora^lnuft 
he^eqixdkly attached to the ar^s wJbigh ifey 

At a very early period; he was endued 
ivith the Toga forenfisy and, much foonea: 
than is common, exchanged tlie rdu^h 
bombazeen for the more light and filkeh 
robe^-that is the fure indication of prbfeflJ- 
pnal advancement. He travelled all the 
Jlages of the law, with a rapidity that great 
jpower and intereft can alone, in the fame: 

degree, accelerate.— His profeffionlil 

charafter in his feveral official fituad- 
pns, was never prominently cohfpicuous 
till that wonderful day, when he leapt 
at once into the foremoft feat of the laitv.' 

' ■ S , . , . . '.-«5 

•" ■ " ,....". . • ' ' .■..♦,. 

Every individual member of tlie'^rofef- 
fiip flood amazed j but Time, the great re- 
conciler 
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tiB^cUdfofft range events, Coaclliatcd tn2it^ 
Yers'>t;i?/i here. It wa« feen, that the riobic 
^ariwas callc4 upon from high authority 
to fililin important office, which nootheir 
could be conveniently found to occupy, 
jl^ord Camden had* retired without uny 
abatement of re?c?Wdifguft,^ far beyond thq 
reach of perfuafion to remove. The great 
ChaRI-es Yorke, the unhappy yiainj of 
- an unworldly fenfibility, had juft reiigne4 
ihe feal? and an ineilimable life together; 
where could the eye of. adminiftratioo b(| 
dijreifted? The rage of party ran in torrents 
pC.fire. The then Attorney and SoU(?itof 
peneral were at the moment thought ineli*- 
gibk— perhaps too, the noble lord, then at 
the head of affairs, and who wai yet upirhd^ 
had, a policy in not forwwdipg/AV2^^^» 
ifnt ^abil^ties to d>fcure his own, Every 
jfueU appr:#it»&on vapifhed uppn the pre* 
issA appiptmesty^Th^ xotn irould raife ud 
^fet^pti ijif ertMy :»3'^ rival, or fear. ^$ an 
ffjemy. 

He 



I fl ) 

f 

He Atras made CKaflCenot m V)HX .J aodi 
toft retiriftg from his fitu>tion in J778, Jjd 
iftake way for the prtlent legal Atlas^ Mrat 
«t|>poii«ed.Lwd Prefidcrt of thteC^Un^ 



\ Hcneter eirtered tber chancery cdurt with 
,ik firm, dauntlefs ftep. The daring Tkxilli 
low, and the wary Wedderbxtrne, fre^ 
quented the haunts that he was eqtmHjr he- 
cellitated daily to purfue, tinder a dread of 
their formidable talents. — Thefe great raea 
ftood -conftantly oppofed to each othef; 
and it required the eye and nerve of a maf^ 
ter to parry their oratorical aflauhs . Skilled 
equally to attack and to defciid, it required 
the fineft intelleft, and tliat inceffantly upoa 
the ibreteh of exertion, to balance their 
|K)wers, and preferve the fcale of equity 
from unfair preponderance^ a ta(kto whkk 
he was fo unequal, that it haSbrttt: arc^itd 
by the wits, that even an old woman hiid 
iufiicient ability to vanquish his lordlhip 



ini*ji«w -omrt.^ la tlik^ j 

thtdmt aiid it^s.detfmnination conoMmogibDur 
ground on t«rfaic}i he built the hooie at / 
Hjde-«pai:k Comecjr is evident^ g^anodr. 

As a Ipeakcr df tHc houfe of Iords» and 
vLewing him in i political light, this ac- 
count muftj; from circumjftances, be ncccf- 
farily (hort. Such ^s had the fortune to be^ .^ 
hold his Lordlhip prefiding at the table of 
the Lords, and have witneffed the fupefioir 
dignity of Mansfield, atid the awfiila(peA 
of Thurlow's fullent fco\v?, in the fame ele- 
vated chair, will not, (we are perfuaded) 
to fpeak mildly, j#aiy at bad compliment 
to the prejent^ in the recollection o¥*\ 
faji times : neither has his political life " 
beeii marked with all the ftubborrinefs of 
Catonian virtue ; happily for its ownerj^ 
his difpofition has been more accommoda- 

;.:..,,^..,..r:.. ; .,. .j .. tiug^ 

.--.., I* ' Suofibi gladios Imiic 

'^' "^ Jggdo 



tiHies.-^He has occafemally takea i pirt . t 
with Wery admini^ration^ frrnnrchet gte*' ; 
lilxkB days of Lori Chatham?^ to 41^ l 
prefent degenerate sera of William t. 
Pitt. , , 

J?e has been, at different times, tlie fociini 
tefiens of Lord Tburlow> when invoiun- ' 
tary exclarhat ion heaves from the heartf of 
every beholder — heu ! (they figh) ^ .^ 

: ., ^_ — Quantum mutatus ab >Lto 
i^ectore! 

. ' r - . . • - • •• ■ 7 

As a private nobleman he has feme good ' 
traits: a benevolent heart that we know has ' 
bej^n^ pWt to. the feyereft teft. His natural 
teinper is faid to be fordid and j)enuriousj 
but there are many of his adlions within,, 
recolledtion, which Ihould xefcue lifs cna-^^ 
racter from fo ungenerous an imputation. 
TIic patronage that his lordfhip afforded 
the DAWNING talents of Sir William 

. . JONES, 
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Jones,*, win ever be an honourable te&*A 
ttnouy of virtue of this defcrlpfion/ and 
©ugbt to plead as an attoneittenl for maiiy 
|>oIiticaI errors. 

• Ttie ftdknoi^edgmciits of Sir WSHsuai JoimH #<i^ 
AOtwantingy whatever might hiiye been the fervices' re'- 
cetVed ftt his LoxdUp's hilftcb : biit take his own wordj.-« 

^ « IdmALmfitit, fk^htt, my iori, witksei«6baM| 
4ttd4bftalni£CimthQ£;.tQpick3j tip wMch theoverflowin|( 
of my seal would naturally impel me ; but I cannot let 
dip this Of^rtuhity cfinfoTming thepafaiici wholiave 
hitherto indulgently approved and encouraged my labourti 
that, although I have received many fignal mafks of friend-^ 
ihipfrom a, number of illuftrious perfons, to wfadle favour^ 
t can never proportion my thanks> yet your lordihip has 
'iKtnmjr gvoatdSft, waf odf iii$rtfuavr% ih«t> withoHt'cmy 
iblicitatiDBj or even fequefi on my part, yon gave me t 
fubftantial an4 ipermanent token of regard, which you ren- 
dered fHll more valudsle by your obliging manner of giv<« 
lag it, and whidi has been iitBEalliy the ^lefrvit that I 
. Inve ifatheMd from an infeflaat coiirfe of very painfid 
toil ; that your kind intentions extended to a larger field ; 
and that yon had even detenAinedto reward me in a man* 
aer tiiempft agreeable, 1k> A to n^ mClinaiiios andto liic 
Mtawefttf ftadies, if an event, whkhhas procured 4ui 
l»ffdfipn to jonr happ^nefs, could not but conduce to fflinf # 
had aot^strtaicd the fnU ^efis^of your kiAdneis. 

''It 
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'* It mifht licre become me to fuppreft, wliat I cfttftOt . 
kowever periuade mfielf to conceal, that ybur fordlldp' w^ - 
plesfed toaffign tbe m&tk flattering x««fiMltJlw yiCRu* jMmir^ 
tjjCjsi, znA to declare that yoa deiired my |»«inotioii» boA^. 
fer my own fake, and for that of the public; the firft oF 
which motives I aicribe to your candour aiid the goOd- 
nefs of yoor heart ; the fecond, which I am wholly uncdn- 
fcirnis cf deibvisg, I can impute odf^to yoor fiigidar 
bfinigmty aad kwlidgaice." , v 

fU ht» EpiE IMic. to^^Trtuf. of I«>«v»^ 



. : : ;5Si!fertsr-* ^ ^ Xt^^^-^ 
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THE HONOURABLE 



Sir RICHARD PEPPER ARDBN. Kt. 

MASTER OF THE ROLLS. 



-Here am 1, in Ardbn more fool I, 



^PQuU I were in a better place.! 

Shakbspear^* 

KON CUICUNC^UE DATUM EST, HABEKC NASUM. 



JtIAPPY 15 it, that in onx/erious labours, 
there is fuch a charadler as his which is 
now our immediate purpofe to purfue. — 
It ads as a viatory refting-place, where it 
is not only allowable to relax, but, without 
which, the wearied fpirits would not find 
thcmfdves fuflSicient to fuftain the incef&nt 
fatigues of io tedious a journey. 

G % Sm 
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Sir Richard Pepper Arden» owes 
'His biitli; fpeaking in the laftgua^' 6r'^- 

* ifieiit days, io a rcfpeftiablc YeomA^W 
Vhe colinty of Tori, where the famif^ndffie 
and the Jamify feat * will , moft Jjfobkbly , 
be remembered to a diftant date, both 
alike retting upon a very broad fouhdition* 
\!htweighty eftate annexed, will alTurccny 
maintain the laft recolleftion, and the 
owner of that eftate has taken the beft poffi- 
ble means, and not unfuccefsfuUy, to Itfefep 
alive the former. Lady AkDEN*s endcfa- 
vours Ihould' likewife be recorded, as ah- 

' Xious, in ^fecondary degree, to aid the pttr^ ., 
kianent ettablifliment of fo illuftrioits a 
family. 

'^ Sir Richard Pepper 'A^iDEi^,;iftcr 

ah brdihafy Education lii an brdinary Yorl:- 
^ ihire fbhool , wks entered ; by' the piou^ dai-e 

of his father, at Trinity College, Camindgt ; 

where hig convivial talent^have left behind 
":M&^xm^t(^ infiriitdy inoi^iltifable 
'ift^i^^d^e t&ii than liic^ uleftil ^d 
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>^/f r X^^^vwa^ igfcuftomed to obfcrv^,!^ 

J-, rjTiie laft rcvifion of the rejlri^i<ffi,s^ 
iW^^ this old arid refpedable fockty 

j^ought proper to place uppii her fellow^s, 
jiy^ principally made, under thodirccStion of 

.. l^r-AnPEN, — who, while he was jfo^r^i- 

'^ing JJatutes, for binding fo confined a cir<?jic, 

,|iroJ?ablyhad-little thoughts thathe WQuJd 

afterwards be engaged in framing laws for 

^ a iTHghty empire. Perhaps too, it were 
iafer had he and his friends contented them- 
fclves, to fee his abilities exerted in a 

,4jpljcre, where they were fo early and hap- 
.pilyrdiftinguiflied. — But to feturnto the 
gs^th from which we have involuntarily dp- 

^ yiatcd* . - ^ . - 

. ^XQmxfCk^tmppy^^ eipbracesof Alma 

. ]6^iVTV^li.o«r Kccreant knight .^ht^y^ hiipfc:lf> 

glt.9||cei into the faft arms of the law : on 

' whofe 
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^hofe pcMiftarit, though hard bofomi he b^fi 
ever iinc«i ucwiilterruptedly reftcd.-«~-He 
wM calkd to the bar from the Midik Itm*^ 
picy and, for acertain tmie, remahied in ft 
privacy, from which his warmcft partisans^ 
never once dreamt thai be would* in later 
periods, fo luckily emerge. At the feafons 
i^ft are fpeaking of> Mr. Aidcn was much 
more, notdd iot having than Twt having c 
bm€ His pracftice was corded to the 
Gcmrt of Chancery, and was exceedingly 
limited and incoctfideidble even as a diaftf-<^ 
man* 

Naturally inclined to fociallife, the ptti^ 
pctual folitude to which Sir Pepper wai 
pppofed, eowldnot but be an afflidion to a 
mind tempered like his,. He thereforc, 
with all reafpnabk^u^d prudential difpatch^ 
fought a cpnflant companion, and madit. 
that companion as infeparable as a wife. 
JKfit^V^thilariding.this little flip of hi&mo- 
yftlily*. h^rnot longaftearwards otmtrivfd to 
IBt^taisk tM h^B^^ of a w-oroanv^f Jwtune 

and 



MM 



( try 

tr daughter of Mr; '|tmHAitD VfixwVMi 
HAM -BooTLE, a> getitlcnifii of ■ OMifid^i'^ 
able eikte in Chejhire^ and no lefs-intes)^ 
ki the Houfe of Commons^ of which he 
Vi'aaaiMnoraryiDSK^aa. 

Men arc voy apt, ia the de^eraukAp 
of matrimony, w expbTc theih&lves to thft 
tamtfs of their puerile friends, n\Ao hav^ 
n9t, like thcm» fummonedl courage enotigli 
Witdkc (o bold a ^olonicn. Sit Pei^feii 
eicaped not, on his marriage, the ufuat 
allotment of good-natured raillery, from 
which he whim£cally and dextroufly re-> 
kafed himfelf, fportivcly dbferving^ that 
gentkmen might fay what they pleafed, 
he was perfedly fatisfied with his new 
Jftalie; for if his immediate news at tfae^ 
£ar were not mndi mended^by his attjared' 
Hfe* bis chamher pfad:ke 'would b«Mndi 
^ore cbnfiderablc. This alAou^ faid, 
and probably meant, in jefty ttlf«*d A^J^t^ 
belitefally faBt for, from his ovv«i and 
* " acquired 
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,f|^itfi1^:coimejftiok^ lie wds bmigfat irii- 
^ifl^ml^,: iittoi legal %ht, "and vveiy" flwtdy 
^l^tcdtiatO) the impbitant officfe of '4^ti9mfy 

V ..On the Appointment of Lord KcirrorK 
^^^h^^A/£^^i^^<)f*/>.of the i&'^f'.f &«ii^, 
»fey(.we,.Chanc^Bor, Sir P£PP£B.was ibai-. 
j^^jli9:^h<5 Mf^rjkip if the Roils hy iM^ 
:^^U \\/^ IffPig^Kprqpcimus interoalh^^iVhhf 
5(rho reoollffiS: the circutnilances that .ail>- 
tfpd^d this, nomination, are not^ at the 
f^ipc tiine.^ unacquainted with the weight of 
4)fFeren6f$:th^t fo long raged betweefivthp 
two Qhanodlors previous to the.demitar 
^^djuftra^nt <)f it* Sir Pepper, in theiaisv. 
Xiv^j^ WAS xiamiied from the Cbanary to iSttb 
l^^quer^ aad from the Exchequer dgiM 
t^QbiV^ryjfi^ aj vcay pitiable ibfp^nie j bql 
W^s at lofigfhri^osfimiedin'thei^^ 
i^ptorijojufly in; the teeth i3fj^ airthotitjr 
Vf4^ Jtt4 oftfniirfcai diipufed^: but neVdjp 
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- AjRBcPtppjFEk' AjLO&Bk hw ha* littlff fe^ 

fpc«lulMty . q£ tdiRingiiiftBifn^ him&lf^/ j^r 

the Majier of the Rolls is no longci^ ^COnH- 

dered as ^ legal purveyor for the Lord Cban^ 

xelhr. Th^ caufe of objfeaion that exifted 

t^0re his ck<3:iori to office has hot yet^-hi^f , 

-in the general opinion, ever can be ilefrild- 

-ifod. It was tiot any political contehddh 

%difct barred the pathway of Sir Pepper to 

tJae jR^/f, ^ Mr. Pi tt 's right of inteflffe^- 

litnce in law-diftributions being never *i>- 

jjgued* ^ottht appointment yhnt the ap-^ 

ipiointed^ was the objed; of rejfiilance. In 

^€iCbansetlo/s abfence frorii theoburf Wi 

Jttvev therefoie, never been furprifed^ tliat 

Mr. }^ftice BcLLER Ihould hiave util^ 

fenxdy filled the tennpordry feat; tvhich 

fpcaks, as plainly as ^^dxytt^trnt^ theftrii 

tiixicnts of the firft law:au«b6i:|ty 'ift ihU 

^ntry» receding the iibttttfei' of ^ihfe 

U4^rffm^Roil^tio^»^)3kit\^^^^^ tSM 

c^ellor^ faying to Mr. Pi1>t» ofilftheyig^d^^ 

o^ merits not on the merit of the quejiion^ 

was 
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vn$ as ftrong u ufual* ' ' I care not/' faid 
Imv *^ tn6o0f tho devil you appoint* fa ypa 
'f do not appoint one, who* inftead of 
«^ lightening my burthen* will heave fa 
^^ his wM damn'd wallet upcm my fhoul^ 
•* dcrs/* 

Sir Pepper, however, had fome quali-^ 
ties, which feldom fail to recommend 
themfelves to minifterial favour and pro* 
te£tion. In his political harangues he is ne« 
ver difappointed of a certain number of 
hearers, who fubfcribe to his opinions as 
implicitly and as tamely, as to the law of the 
land. No lefs than^jr votes in the Houfe 
of Commons arc reported to be at his beck* 
As afenatorial fpeaker,he is little efleemed 
beyond the aye and the negation that he may 
alternately announce* 

Theprivate life of Sir Richard P«*^ 
FEK AkDEN is, in every refped, hatmlcft 
and irreproachable. . As a converfatibniil, 
he is thought, to ilaf»d aloooii beyond w^ 

petition j 
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fHatitioivraild'with fqitie^ihMigefas'itnM^' 
^pear, he is reckoned a wit^* Astk ;»«t* 
^ of thfi^CaHnet^ they wl» introduced 
htm, ikould beft know the purpofes that he 
was there deiigned to fulfil. Momus^ we 
are told> was often called in, by the Cdef- 
tials, to quell the frequent tumults of their 
debates ; and we do not apprehend that 
our terreftial councils are much more 
harmonized than thofe in the upper re- 
gions. 

• *' Jittd, ftrange totett! in nature* s/ptte prdvoke 
'• Hot Arden o$Ke to blunder on a joke*** 

The miracle of a jeft from Sir Richard Pepped 
happened on the occaikm of fome refolutions having pafT* 
ed between the hours of ^ and /€<ven in the morning, for 
which reafon the then Attorney General (now Sir Richard 
Pepper Arden, Mailer of the Rolls) facetioufly cototend-* 
ed, ** That they were entitled to no refped, as the Houfe 
*« was'then at sixes and sevens."— Any approximation 
to wit in debate being perie^y unufual^ ^th tlib gentle- 
many however entertainmg his friends m^ think him ii| 
private, the ingenioos Author of '* Cnti/cims on the ^a/-. 
/rW," very properly difiinguiihes this memorable attempt 
b7 the fame kkid of admiration widi whidi poets com- 
monly 
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monly menHon fome great prodigy, a$ fiiruiSance of a 

,cow*»fpcalAigf • ' . ^ :. i 

Inpandvm. 

We hope none of our readers will attribute to os the moil 
diihmt intenuon of amy invidious cconpsuifom 






THE RIGHT HONOURA^JWS^ .^ ,^_ 

LORD. KENT e-Ns 



CHIEF JUSTICE of the COURT of KING'S BENCH. 



-Labor^ MM»a nfincit 



ImproBui, 

Yl&OlL. 

jfnimum rege ; f «/ nifiparet^ 
Jmperat, buncf ranis, bunc iu compefce catena* 

HORACI* 



Rude am I, of (peech. 

Shakspbarji. 



jLORD Ken yon is another ^ among nu- 
merous inftances, to prove almoft the r^r- 
tmnty of' z certain, dtgaec of legal know- 
ledge leading to the higheft honours 
and emoluments of the ftate*^— His Lord- 
ihip's abilities^ merely as a lawyer^ are ge« 

neralty 
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tifcrallyddimfttecf; andwercadHyfubfcribe td 
j^acknbwkdgment of great application and 
Hnbiafled intcgritjr. — But here his Lord-* 
fhip's moil partial panegyrift trinft be con-i 
tent to reft his portion of praife. Hii^ 
will fcarce be placed in the fame order of 
beings with his great predeccffor; — ^no ont^ 
will fay of him 

** Sequlturquc patrem paffibus aequw," 

To borrow ^n expreffion of Lord Bo ling -r 
BROKE, * * the pompar jfon would be /r^- 
fiming the tombs of the dead,* to raifeaa 
altar to the living.** 

'Lord Ken yon mnH, comparatively wifh. 
the great Ear^t Mansfiejld, hold 3, very 
inferior {{sition in the temple of Fame. 

Th^ lawyers Qf djc Rqmao ibte kwk 
to have bectj j| people of very HttJe import^ 
ancc, detached from thfir cotiBdcn^iotM 
as otators: perhaps the abjbft 4f ihw!;^ 
ranked jowcf^ in public opinicm tban^mr 1 

r ^cpmmoa • 

• Lord Mansfield may be accounted civiBy dead. 



(conjiiwm a*t<a»ic8 ^^nr. ^v^i^r fctttarto 

^gye thought lightly of them t- andwemaif 
jo^geofthe degfcc of ^ftimation fucha 
chara&er as Kcnyon would hav« held 
ip the JLoraan ftatc, — The cafe is, howrt 
CVjcr, cxaftly the reverfe in England :-*^ 
the law is here the paramount profeflioo; 
to which every thing is referred for deci^ 
fion. It is now what the church was for- 
merly. The ancient feodal fyftem has in- 
terwoven into its texture fuch a mafe of 
ahftrufe learning, and branched out doubts 
and dtfficufties into fuch numerous fub-di-. 
Vifions — the increafe of commerce among 
a people greedy of opulence and power, 
but jealous oi their liberties and rights, 
guarded by gigantic folios, under the 
denominaltion of ids of parliament, in- 
volved in endlefs contradid:ions and fuper-^ 
induced innovations — att thefe have toge-^ 
ther extended it*s fibres almoft to infinity, 
fo that the profeffors can alone compre- 
hend them; and they are become, eyen to 
the Profeffors^ a wildernefs. They vege- 
tal ia the ranknefs of our legiflative foil 
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ill a wfld luxuriance (apparently without 
order or conned ion), that threatens to ex- 
clude ^//Hghtrand make this wildemcfs 
impenetrable, from its denfity and dark- 
ncfs. If a few falutary herbs take root, 
they are fo choaked by the exuberance of 
the furrounding foliage, fo fliaded, fo ob-' 
fcured, as almoft to render them' totally 
inacceflible. 

ThcBj^/'/zg- whofe habits of life enable 
him X,6gropc\\\% way through fuch a maze, 
becomes an important charafter in our 
courts, and is, in confequence, elediedinto 
our fenates, and from thence promoted to 
the juflice-feat. He often finds his vcay 
without the aid of the lynx's eye ; that of 
the mole is, perhaps, better adapted to an 
atmofphere, where the mo^f ombre gloom 
pervades every ftepof his progrefe. 

Lord Ke^yoi* wa? bred undi^?ii; fat- 

^' toijney. 



^< ' r 



* His Lordihip was lorn at Gredmgton, in Flindhire, 
North Wales, from whenoe the tide of his barony is takem 

He 
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torney, from'whofe defk he was trahflated 
to that of a law agent intowrii and was ever 
diftinguiflied for unwearied attention in the 
purfuit of his ftudies.— ^Such an ediiC2U:ion> 
though warranted by fome great and fiic- 
cefsful examples, may naturally be fup- 
poled to have damped an imagination not 
at all remarkable for its brilliancy ; but it 
probably induced that habit of labour and 
attention which he has retained through 
life, and to which he muft haye been, in 
a great mcafure, indebted for his prefent 
exalted fiation. . 

Lord Kenyon was, foon after his 
emancipation from the deflc, entered of 
the Middle Temple^ from which honour- 
able fociety he was called to the bar, 

Conftant application will blunt the 
keeneft edge, and tire the moil eager fpiriti 

but 

He was an articled - clerk to Mr. Joe Tprnkbibn^ of 
Namptwich, in Chefldxc, a very eminent attorney, ftill 
living. 

■ H 
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but his Lordfhip, during the courfe qf 
many years vaft pradice, feemed an excep- 
tion to this very natural pofition. — His 
chief pradice was in the court of Chancery, 
and, for many years, his chief bulinefs 
that of a draughtsman ; in which, and in 
his opinions, he was confidered acute, 
accurate, and able; hut when occafion 
called him into court to fupport thefe opi- 
nions and pleadings, although he never 
failed to difplay a profufion of law learn- 
ing, and that moft judicially applied, yet 
his manner was ungraceful — his language 
uncouth, awkward, ^unharmonized — ^and 
his method and arrangement of.fafts, ge- 
nerally confufed and ill-digefted* 

His Lordlhip poffeflcs all the warmth 
and vehemence of his country ; and is ea- 
• fily provoked to paffion — a circumftance 
little cakulated to conceal his oratorical 
ckfedls. He is in the habit of hurrying 
his words {o diiagceeably together, that 
his articulation is not only iacti(Hod, but 

fometimes 
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fometimes totally unintelligrbfei ' Helifps, 
hefita'tes, and occafi'onally ftammeri, fo'^as, 
Jor a confiderable paufe, to fufpend all ap- 
parent poffibility of utterance. Yet, under 
all thefe defcdls (infuperable as they might 
be imagined), flich was his height' with 
the court he addreffed as a counfel, that 
ht was not only heard with patience, l>ttt 
with attention and refpedl. 

His profeflional Eminence iritrddaced 
him to the high poll of Attorney Generate 
andi in confcquence, to a feat in the Houfc 
of Commons,* where he wasftill xSxtmere 
lawyer^ had ^t,fame habits, thfeyZww^ defeats ; 
but rendered more confpicuous by being 
difplayed on a theatre lefs calculated for the 
exprtion of his talents in that fcience in 
which he could dlone cxceL 

His 



• He flood candidate for Flintfiire, againft Sir Robiht 
MosTYKy the prefent member, and loft it^ as if is fai4> 
fiom the infl9en9c of the Dpan of ^/« 4^|^^f 

Ha 
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Uh'Jjbtdihip held, at the fame ttfiift^ 
tlie oSicc 6{ Cbief Jujiice of Chejlet, 
'to which he was appointed on the death of 
^Mr. Morton. 

Fortune, it is dbferred, is generally fpa- 
' ring, 6r bountiful in extremes in the diflri- 

biition of her favours. ^The Majlerflnp 

of the Rolls next awaited his acceptance j 
in which office, however, he fat fo fhdrt a 
time, that little can be fiid of him officialfjfi 
but his Lordftiipwas, beyond all doubt; jcJ^- 
^////^/-/y qualified for that important ftatibn. 

His early and continued habits^ of 
intimacy 'with^ in confequence of pro- 
feflional fervices rendered to the pre- 
fent Lord Chancellor^ was no inconfi-* 
derable aid to his elevation in the Court of 
King's Bench,* It is well known, the 

great 



* The late Sir Thoma* DAVENPOiir,then Mr. Da- 
vfK^okr, had teeh iii h^bitt of iminitiejrK^ ^9 

• .-.,'..' .r,. ... great 
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gjcat E^xl who left his feat was dafiro^s of 
jfeeing amber in the pofleffion. pf it ; but 
that power which could orice couiny^ni fvfry 
thing, was too much in the .war^e to give 
cfFed: to it's wiflies. 

_.. The high poft his Lordfhip holds, ^s 
certainly the beft of all others (unlefs ii^- 
•decd that of the Majler of the ^olls^ ipt 
his political and oratorical tdients wo^^d 
render hini but a forry Chancellor.) . calcula- 
ted for the difplay of his talents; as he 
can there give them full exercife in then^qy 
they have been invariably and ftrenuoufly 
applied. 

When 



-great man» and had flattered himfelf wkhthe hopes of 
fucceeding to the firft valuable appointment in his power 
|o confer ; but feveral good things paffing b)r, the pa- 
dexKc and temper of Mr. Davenport were loft. The 
Chief JufUceftiip of Chejier becoming vacant, he thus 
Ih^rtly wrote to the Chancellor ; «* The Chief Jufticelhip 
^of Ghpftcrif meant* Am I to have xx.y* To which 
. <he.ff]91pwiRg^; jsi^oi^c apd emphatic, anfwei: 4vas ;^etAr9^ : 
>;^;jKo, *)iy Gob \ Kenton shall have it." 



1 
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When bccafion calls h|s Lordfhip into the 
Houfc of Lords on any important debate, 
where his Niji Prius knowledge eannot 
avail him, obj what a falling off is there I 
'The Chancellor's black brow lowers tre- 
mendous, and he is obliged to interpofe the 
Acbilkdn Jhield for his protection. 

• Lord Kenyon bears the fame compari- 
fon with the prefent Chancellor, that Cokis 
<Jid to Bacon ; but let it bse remembered, 
that there is an ahnojl infinite diJiance\^X'^fxxi 
hoth thefe law Nobles, and the illuftrious 
Names projphaned by the comparifon. 



THE 
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TH£ HONOURABLE 

^/> FRANCIS BULLEk, Bart. 

Om»fthe JUDGES of tbt COURT of KINGS BENCH. 



** Our city's infKtntions, aiid the tcrmt 
Of common j«ftice^ y'are as pregnant in» 
As ^t and praflke hath enriched any 
That we remember.—" 

Shakfpeare's Meafure for Meafure. 



HE great and learned Judge Duller 
was admitted of the Inner Temple on the 
8th of February, 1763, and called to the 
bar after the ufual period oi probation^ from 
the honourable fociety of the Middle Tem-^ 
pUy from the fame fociety he was alfo 
madiB a ferjeantj and, almoil immediately 

after. 



( t64 ) 

ftftfr, pfpmoted to the ir^ttk^ot a Jm^ij^f 



T J/ 



'" This is the z^oi young m0n — ^weinoMc 
fee men born^'aXtivtitxi and iawyew. Tliey 
are tranftatedalmoftfrom the cradle *^tbe 
government of kingdoms, and to pre-^ 
ffdency in legiljatjon, W formdr tiiifes, 
none but tqen advanced in years were pitr-n 
fnifted to^ffume the dignity of the coif} 
or to afcerid the magifterial bench: af pw 
riod indchd,' 6ey and tAe bloom of manhoodi 
cuftomarily plapfed before their ^^ call u 
the bar. ^*- In the inftance before us, we 
fee a judge eminently qualified for the fta-^ 

tion he fills, almoft in the bloom of youth. 

'' • '• ' f '.,f 

Mr. BuLLER*s firft entrS into the pro- 
feflion, vvras in the department of fpecidt 
pleading. He ftudied under the preferit: 

Judge, then'Mf.' AsHHURST, and, liKe 
pfe Md s^'t H E N E$ , excelled his matter ,*" 
knd was always ranked amongft the moft 
^'''' '-' '-'- -■^- .^^•.^'•' • •-. '- ^' ■• ' ■ > ^^-Tnerateent 

x«Mf IsiEVs was tl^cprc^cptor of the great Athenian orator, 



i)ufinefs, as a cotncpon law dfaught%)a{i| 
was immediate and immenfe ; his practice 
tsa ^rrijfter was alfo, at firft, oonfidc^ss^Ic, 
mA, in an extremely fhort period r bec^upf 
equal to that of the very firft-rate kwyers,.^ ^ 

^ Jfaall that part of pradlipCp which pu/hes 
acaufe out of its regular courjfe, and ibrnls 
ifae great bufinefs of the TEi^^.he ha4 
coequal; in every motion of confcquencc» 
dr fpecial argument, he was always cng2^;e4 
either for the plaintiff or defeud^t; and 
bwe Mr* BVLLER. wasperfe^y at home.. 

Nature dcfigned him for a lawyer, and 
he wifely purfued her bias ; for very early 
in life he feems to have entered into a rfqpg-^ 
sTiizance^ to talk and think of nothing but 
IJ^w j his knowledge oi pfaSlif^ and cafes, 
'^ left him without a comMtitor. He re^ 
fcmljles the Roman Is^wyer SuLPiTiys^i 

.1^. Sm>viTjV8> the great Roman lawyer, is (aid to have 
l/pft )>ebiqd him wt hundred and fouxicore volomcs on 
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aftd? certainly IS the Coke of tbepr^fem 

age. ' 

His Nifi Prius pradice was» indeed, 
comparatively inconfidcrable. ThefadkiSgt 
Mr.ByLLER had little fuccefs in his ad- 
drcfsto thepaflions, and could not there- 
fore be eminent in his appeal to. d Jury. 
However Jhrewdly he crofs-examined * 
ho^^stt pertinently hepointed his remarks i 
hovf^ytrfagacious he might be in the ar- 
rangement and management of a caufe 
(from a want, probably, of direcSing his 
attention to the embellifhments of ora* 
tory) he was by no means, happy as an ad- 
vocate, his advocatorial addrefs rather con- 
veyed the idea of barking than fpeaking ; but 
excellence does not eredft her banner in 
every region of the mind ; he fought and ^ 
fmndhmc in the recedes of law learning i 
and therefoflje we are not to be furprifed, if 
he \yas .deficient in thofe more fhowy ac-t 

complifhments, ' 

la# fibjcds, oFMs xiwh totapltng. It Is extrtm^lf pk>- 
bri^e ^at My^ B u l l e r 's fnanwrcript Qplle^io^a are con- . 
fiderably of a larger bulk^ and of a fimilar nature. 



( ^^7 ) 

compliQiracnts , which were little, or not 
at all, objefts of his choice or attention^ 

If fpecial pleading has any fun-beanrs^ 
many others have been lighted up by hisi 
The aftonifhingfuccefsof Judge BuLLERi 
introducfed ihtfajhion of making the Hudy 
of thaty?/V;7f^ (if it ought to be dignified 
by that name) an introduftion to the pro* 
fefHon. 

The eloquence of magijtracy is of ia fat 
different kind from that of the advocate; 
and the fpeeches of this very learned judge 
from the Bench ^ certainly approach as near 
perfcftion as modern example reaches; 
it is a model for imitation. 

He p'ofleffes great quicknefs of pei-cep-^ 
tion; fees the confequcnces of a faft, and 
the drift of an argument at its firfl: opening, 
a.nd can immediately reply to an unfore-* 
feen objection ; though, perhaps, it may 
jbe fometimes fufpedied that his perception 
\% t90 quick I it has certainly expofed him 

•" -' in' 
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S» |Ga»e ; ioi^aiKres to the c^fge {v/\^tket 
iruie 0ti fialfe) of impatience and petulantcfe, 
yeiy ip4ec6j;ous, in the chara(9:6r of a judgCv.; 
itis.i not enough that th6 magiftiute odthc 
bench Ihould perceive the truth or hlliicy 
of an argument ; it is his duty to proceed 
with the -mcxft cautious deliberation,' ^till, 
fjrom: the. arguments of the plcadcr*^ br 
therejfuitxjf evidence, he has drawn forth 
the deansft dcmonftrations that the cafe 
poffibly admits, and eftablifhed conviction, 
b^ the patient exertion of argumentative 
jreafon^ ;; ^ 

It is the general r as it is the ju/i i^Toki-- 
fional charad:cr of this great lawyer, thathfe 
ilates his arguments with the utmoft accu- 
racy and precifion, reafoning logically/ ^nd 
4»\a^le, which may be deemed the tjrue 
^eloquBnGe ©flaw/ Like his prefent Chief, 
he waaxioj calculated to puihhis way in par- 
liamentary campaigns ; but his confummate 
knowledge rendered > hinf /an important 
acqiridtion ^bs the Bench.. He was; the 

- - ■■-•"■ ^' ybtm^eft 



.tJtitiailk ; *flcl, gfd^ing^ up^, urttf*if tfee Oi 

ifer^* of kno^Mge and eloqia^ficjev Xft^y 
j^uftly now ^be confideried as one erf ifs* gr<*iti- 
''^eft'omamente. ^ ^ ;:l 

•I, ' ■'■ s' • ' ' ■ ^ . ; ' ,. ' •• '' ' f ^ 

ui Mr- Justice B0LLBR^ if wciconfidttr 
the TRAITS by which his judicial condoA 
has been ftrongly marked , feems tO' poffefs 
fhe greatbft inflexibility of ^ fetitiment arid 
opinioii.-f Like Holt, he is too ftaundjft 
^md too fyftematic a Lawyet to fuffer thfe 
ftubbom and general principles of law to 
give way, m any inftance^ to the milder in- 
ferences of EQUITY. It cannot, however, 
be denied or concealed, that the calmncfe 
^£ his temper, and the deliberate firmneCs 
of his condud:, has riot in evetyinfiance 
kept pace with the inflexibility of his judg- 
ment, and tenacious adherence to general 

' ' maximi^* 

. :^ -Lewi MAKsrii«;R.o;.- ..'./: '.r'. ;;''. •'•^ 

.. t &8« hi^lcharge totbc jury hiDdNii«'i.tlAk'^jM&, 
^ ,^^ ^ His^memorablc opinioQ, of the r i o h t of the hof- 
baid over the wife, to the exercife of xhtthumb-fticL 
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tn^inis . A ftriking proof of thU was: ex * 
hibitcd at- the famous trial of the Dean of 
St. Afaph, when, after pufhing his oppo/i- 
tion to Mr, Erfkine, even to threats and 
commands^ he yet fuffered him to fet his 
authority at open defiance, and proceed in 
the interrogation^ to which he hadfoftrenu-^ 
oujly ohjeSied. 

The anecdote being remarkable, and 
Eminently cialculated to illuiirate this pafrt 
of the Judge's character, it may not be 
improper to relate it. 

Mr. Erskine put a queflion to the Ju- 
ry, relative to the meaning of their ver- 
dia ; Mr. Juftice Duller objefted to its 
propriety. The counfel reiterated his quef- 
tion, and perfiftedin demanding an anfweri 
the Judge again interpofed his authority in 
thefe emphatic words : ** Sit down, Mr. 
" Erfkine ; know your duty, or I (hall 

** be obliged to make you know it.** • 

Mr. Erfkine, with equal warmth, replied : 

** I know 
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** I know my duty as well as your Lord- 
** fliip knows j^e?^r duty, I ftand here as 
«• the advocate of a fellow-citizen, and / 
** will not Jit down. ^^ . The Judge was 
filent, and the Advocate perfifted in his 
queftion. , 

Who was legally right, is not intended 
to be here difcuffed ; fince this bopk treats 
of the ^ characters of Judges, not of the 
maxims of law. But it muft readily Jbc 
allowed, that to proceed to threats, which 
either he could not, or he was not inclined 
to carry into execution, was, in fome re- 
fpcdl, derogatory from that dignity which 
the reprefentative of Majefty and Jufticc 
^ought carefully to fuftain. 



^> HA S ti G R O S E. kh 

One of ^ JUDGl^ c^tiie Ciwrt t^iKtSC^x BMNCO. 

LARGA ^IDtM* slMPtR TIBI tOPlA PANMu 

*^i«6'ar tn nwfiriiduM mB9r ' 
Nature, verifOt. ■ ■ 

• ■' iiiMiiiii i'l - / 



Sir NASH GROSE^ fott of Edward 
Grose, Efq^ of th6 city of London, was 
iSldmitted bf tfinc9ln*s4nn in Trinity terni 
1^56, called to the bar in Michaelmas 
term 1766, ihadfe a. Serjeant in Eafter 
term 1774, and a Judge in Hilary term 
I787; when his Majefty conferred upon 
him the htfnourof Knighthood. 

In Governments conftituted lijcci ours, 

lElevated Situations are feldom reached, but 

I by 
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by men of great abilities (if we except 
the common appendages pf Titled Rank) 
and of all the ways that are open to the re- 
ceptiort of i<ftiv6 Genius in the Temple of 
Fame and Fortune^ the Law is beyond all 
comparifon the moft certain. Honours arc 
obtained in the Army and Navy only by de- 
fperate, toilfome and tedious Atchievements , 
which meet a very uncertain^ and generally 
a very late reward. Pre-eminence in Lite- 
rature and the Arts, afford a ftill more pre-., 
carious recompence, nor can the profeflbrs 
of Fhyfic^ or even the difciples of the 
Churchy ftand in any degree of competition 
with the much favoured y2>/;j- ^ litigation. 
Like vultures^, these a^re ennobled, From 
being alike jarmed with the moft deisidly 
weapons of terror and deftrudion. 

Profeffional ability, we believe, alone xzxi;^ 
cd Mr. Grose to the Bench, who, in ^hc 
courfe of twenty years pradlicc, eftablifh'- 
ed a profeflional Charadler equally eminent 
and amiable ; — ^his Iharc of bufinefs 'wks, 

conf?- 
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torilequently, exterifive.* He was cdriii- 
dcrcd d found -lawyer; arid after Glyni^ 
took the lead in the Court of Corhmoii 
Rcas,hewasalfo an eiccelkrit ni^ prius ad- 
vocate; which is thie mo^d remitkable, froii* 
the circunriftance of his having fwelled- the 
lift oifpecial pleiidersi of whom' it is no- 
torious that very few are tolerable fpeakers; 
The paucity of exceptions fervts only to 
confim this as a rule: 

The greateft and moft laborious Natui 
ralifts, in their delcriptioii of animal crea^ 
tion, are obliged to leave numerous fubjedtS 
unnamed, an4 imperfeftfy defcribed^ that 
C5an only be clafled under the general title 
oi ** NON-DESCRiPTs/* Of this indefi- 
nite clafs is the SPECIAL PLEADER, whofe 
exiftence cannot be naturally accounted for^ 

a$ 



* if thi$ ieira^d Jtsdge fliotdd be ever created a Peer, 
hUjonnj will have John Doi and Richard Roe ioxfuf* 
pr$€rst and his motto> <«.ABs<yjE. hoc, hoc 1" 

la ■■' 



as Heaved could (fefign rhefe orders; of fid^ 
ifigs for no pofiible purpofe of convenience 
or utility. We are fold, indeed, diat the 
wifdom of the Deity haft created nothing /« 
vain : The CtKi^li «ftd the ^ypr, it i« 
true, in^y 6xift if hdfHomf4tyedktkni tfgainft 
treachciy and ctuthyi^thtfpich/pUader^j 
exigence miy be intended by Divine wif* 
dom fw fimibr purtsoiei, with thi9 addw 
tional advantage, that nothing is better 
calculated ftrongly to inculcate the Chrif- 
tian virtue of patience in both age^i and 
pofienfr 

kfptdat pkiiitris^^^kt% to be of the^N 
^i?rkitid; — fhey alike fpift their web for 
the dcftradion t>f weak and linWary prey i 
one tftutdersthelittfeimioceht fly that flut*-^ 
ters in the futifiiine, the o^^t J{rafi^ 
gkj' jufticfc in his nets of form ; botR 
are equally pernicious and poifonous.* 

. TvLLTFr 

• SecBirRfr*VtVLifeofLoi*llAfci,i)ige4i-*alfa 

tlie oddreis in ^ftrfiament jfcgldnft facial f^adinj^* 3 6ed* 

11.— Joiuroah eftte Hottfe of Cbftuftom^ t idl of F4>llHi#^ 

1 730 ; and afterwards in the feme feffiom 

lori 



( ■>? ! 

TuLLY, that terreftrial God of literature^ 
feems to have known fomething of thefe 

fort 



L^-rd Mansfield was an avowed enemy toTpecial 
pleadings ot, peri^psb.nioitcprre^lSpf^kji^/f^/ifCM/ 
f leaders ; but it is only fair to acknowledge^ that another 
very great man is a warm advocate for it, — Sir W}ll|am 
Jones, in his prefatory difcourfe to the tranflation of 
Ifsus, thnsexptefles himfelf : ** I ihall not eai3y be induced 
to wifli for a change of our prefent forms, how intricate 
foever they may feem to thofe who are ignorant of their 
utility. Our fcience of (pecia) pleading is an excellent 
logic, it is admirably calculated for the purpofeof analy* 
fing a caufe, of extrading, like the roots of an equation, the 
true points in difpute, and referring them, with all imagi- 
nable jfimplicity, to the court or jury ; it is reducible to the 
(bi^eft rules of pure diale^c ; and if it were fcientiiically 
taught in our public feminaries of learning, would %x the 
attention, give a habit of reaibning clofely, quicken the 
Ifippreheniion, and invigorate the underftanding, as eifec- 
tually as the famed peripatetic fyftem; which, however 
ingenious and fubtle, is not fo honourable, laudable, or pro- 
fiuble, as the fcience in which Littleton exhorts hi« 
fons to employ their courage and care. It may unqueflion- 
ably be perverted to very bad purpofes \ b^t fo may the 
noblei^ arts, and even eloquence itfelf, which many virtu-* 
pus men hj^ye for that reafon denied; there Is no fear, how- 
ever, that either the contra^ed fjt, as Zeno ufed to call it, 
or the expanded pidnh can dp any real mifchief, while ^leir 
Wows are direfted arid reflraincd by the fupcrintendii\g 
power of a court,'* 
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fort of men, and he thus defcribcs them :-* 
Leguleius qutdam cautus ef acutus^ praecft 
aBionum^ cantor formularum^ ZMCt^tJylla^ 
l)arum. 

. Thi? dcfcriptipn anfwets to npthing ii^ 
or out of nature, but zfpeci^ pleader^ 



THE HONOtJRA jL£ 

Sir WILLIAM HENRT ASHURSr, Kt. 

One of the JUDGES oSttYit COURT o{ KING' s B-ENCn. 



C ■ W hy, he ftalks up aiid down like a peacock, bites his ^ 

lip with a politic regard. ^$ whofhouldfay^/z^^r^ <u;ertfav/ll 
. m his head ; and fo there is, but it lies as coldly in him as 
fire in flint, which will not (hew without knocking. 

SIhakbspeaas, 
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oIR William Henry Ashurst 
was admitted of the Inner Temple on th(^ 
1 9th of January 1 75Q ; was called to the bar 
on the 8th of FebTuary 1754, to. the degree 
of Serjeant in Michaelmas Term 1770; 
and was almoft •immediately after prefer* 
red to the dignity of a Judge of the Court 
pf King's Bench, 
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To a njoft benevolent heart,, this leani« 
ed Judge ^dds the pplilhcd manners of the 
Gentleman, and a degree of profcflional 
{Erudition, that has ever plated liina in tho 
firft rank of Weftminj(lef Hajl. 

Oratory ^ like^e^/ry, has its feyeral diftinft 
claflcs, Th<5 iyric poet is mot more widely- 
• difForcnt from the ^pk^ than x\itforcnfic 
advocate fr^m th^ Jmatorial cjrator. The 
idea of Cicero, that no man cQuld be juftljf 
calledanQratpr,unlershe^;z//r^, vaiAxthigh^ 
ejh degree, the pqwers qf instructing, 
DELIGHTING, ^nd MQV^NGrl;^ryaudiencc,' 
pn every fubjedt, may beconfidered ^s the^ 
^tffufidtn of Rhttorical Quixotifm ; ccrtaift'it* 
is, that it implies a n^arkiy i:3^i charadler , 
and a coimfreken/ioi^ oi genius beyond )ail 
liuman attainment, even by minds the moft 
gifted, and indufhy the moft indcf?itigal^, 
it betehged neither to Demosthenes or 
TuLtvin ancient times, no^ to FcCk of 
thefe. The man whom nature has not 
calculated ^o Ihinc in a Bri^ifh fenatc, may, 
' - neverthelefs. 



ncvafthelefs, be a cbnfpicuous, emhicnlf* 
and fuccefsftjl charafter, in our courts. 

Mr. Jus^YttE AsHUJEtsT is a man of 
liberal education and enlarged notions.— 
His language tias no peculiar neatnefs or 
^tillrancy, J>ia: it is pcrfpicuous, pointed, 
and clear. He reafons logically, and knows 
well how to winnov) tbe^cbaffoi c\ocj[jiXXiCC 
from argument and law i 2ind the man of 
. fenfe and candour who ftates his arguments 
ixrith truth, concifenefs, and precifion/ and 
from thence draws the fair and natural 
dedudlions, will ever have vaott weight 
and influence in a court of Englifh judi- 
cature, than any one can hope to arrive at, 
by the mere pomp and ipkndour of Gre- 
cian or of Roman Eloquence* 

As the fun burfts through the thickeil 

clouds, fome m?n difcover their mental 

jjowers under every disadvantage, and the 

^Genius of the Lawyer "wzs^ in the prefent 

Inftance, feen to fhine through the obfcurd 

Hiills of the draughtfman. -Special plead* 

crs- 
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f rs formerly fumifhcd pnly the languagqj 
pf courts, and,v^ like Poets* planned the 
drama that others were to perform. — How- 
much the cafe is now altercjl, an^ How 
fucccfsfully this branch of ftudy is ?iovf 
cultivated by thofe who wifli to Ihinc in 
,the moft diftinguilhcd departments of 
legal fcience, bot^ the Bar and Bench bear 
amplp teftimony. 



The fovereignty of Mansfield in thp 
court of King's Bench* was marked by 

. unanimity of opinion atnongft the Judges. 
This court w^, poffibly, hereafter be dif- 

1 tinguifhed by thp oppojit^ extreme ; anj;! 

. this balance of opinigny may arife from, a 
tnare equal balance of abilities. 

Men of enlightened minds, who \iave 
ynderftanding enough to perceive a fupc- 
riority of capacity in a Cotemporary, and 
who have liberality fufHcicnt to regard it 
without envy, or difcretion to (hun an 
unequal competition, are, it is admitted, too 

apt 
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lipt to be eafily convinced by his arguments^ 
and to yfeld too implicitly to his opinions. 
But when the mind is free from any fuch 
bias, frbm the efFe<Sk§ of awe and venera- 
tion, we fee the judgments of men exert- 
ing themfelyes without prejudice, and may 
infer, from perfedt freedom and indepen- 
.dcnce of fhinking, the natural dj\er/tty of 
opinion among mankind. 

And thus far it may be deemed no great 
national misfortune, that the Bench is not 
at prefent dignified vyith any example of 
thzt trartfcendant Genius, which, removing 
every idea of rivalftiip, renders oppofition 
of no ay^^il : for when the moft qpright 
and finlightened charader is entirely 
fecured from the prying eye of contending; 
adverfaries, fuch is the natural fallibihty of 
jiuman nature, that he will fometimes 
deviate froip the path ofreditude and pro- 
priety ; if not, from the temptation to err, 
perhaps^ from the too great Confidence in- 
jTpired by feelings of confcious fuperiority, or 

an 
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an indolence of mind and temper, generated 
by the want of ftimulus to cxertipn. 

It has been obferved, that when men ad^ 
miniiier Juftice in a court of common law, 
without being controPd by the ftriftoefs of 
it's rules, they take on themfelves the of-* 
ficeof legiflation, and thereby controvert 
an eftablifticd maxim of free government. 
The diftindlion, or rather the feparation of 
the Icgiflative power from the executive au- 
thority, is certainly what ought to be re--- 
garded with a moll jealous eye ; and every 
approximation towards breaking down the 
barrier which our anceftors have fb wifely 
placed to feparate them, however fpe- 
cious the pretext, ftiould be anxiotifly^ 
oppofed ; fince reafon muft readily per-^ 
ceive, that fuch a breach would form an 
immediate Inlet to Corruption, and fincfe 
the hiftory of Nations furnifhes us witii 
fufficient experience, that fuch will ineviw 
tjiblybe theeffedl, . ' ' 

Written 
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Written law e^ablijhts the riglits both 
of Prince'and Ptople* It^s certainty, and 
idle determinate aiid invariable diicrimina** 
tidns wtdi w^ich it is replete, not only mark 
the Boundaries between Right and Wrongs 
but preferyes them inviolate, and diffufet 
general tranquillity by enabling us to judge 
with certainty^ whtn we Jiand within tbi 
limits ^ffedurity. However, therefore, we 
may adnrite the wifdom which eftablifhed 
Cotirts of Equity to retnedy thofe evils which 
the forms of common law could not 
teach; yet we mull obferve, that the utility 
of this precaution will not only be \q% 
when the modes of decifion pracftifed in 
Courts of Equity are adopted in courts of 
cotfunon law, but that this exteniion^ to 
the gsncral fyftem of our jurifprudencc, of 
thofe priiieiplea, which were only admitted 
fw the .remedy of particular defedks, will 
ivemudlfy^ by violating the fettled rules of 
jttftice, iitftead of removing partial ^xcep- 
tidns* tn&ihilate the grand diftin&ion 
betweea kw and ddTpotifm^ and leave 

lis 
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Us cxpofed, if not to the opprcffion, atl^aft 
to the t ssEfcuRiTY of arbitrary dominion; 
HeK CE tnight arife a fource of confolatiort 
for the lofs of Man8f1eld, that would 
permit us, with a kind of cohfolatory reluc- 
tance, to wipe away the t6ar of Genius 
it his Removal^ did we hot fee him fuc-» 
teeded by oNB educated in the /ame ha-j 
bits, and adopting the /afne rules of deei-i^ 
flon, though ijinaided by thofe Rays of the 
Divinity, which had been longaccuftomed 
to illumine the Paths of legal difficulties; 
and condudt the Suitor by the fafeft and 
fliorteft road, to the Temple of Juftice* 

This fafiiionabie mode of equitable deci^ 
fion^ is undoubtedly owing to the introdncJ^ 
tioq of common law Judges, from among 
thofe, who have been ufed to the Pleadings 
and Bufinefs of the Courts of Equity. 
Thcfe courts being eftablilhed for the ex-**' 
prefs purpofe of controling the rigour 
of the common law, it is natural fd: 
men who are bred in thefe forms, and 

tutojredl 
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tutoredinthefcmaxims, to retain their rute§^ 
and tranfplant their decifions into whatever 
fituation they maybe removed. The ad-* 
Vantage to the fubje(3: has been e^en hitherto 
problematical, the future confequences 
are extremely to be dreaded; When the , 
Court of King's Bench affumes legiflationt 
the learned world may continue to witnefs 
and admire the Wifdom and Beauty of it's 
Decifions, ^r^/ />6^ Palladium ^f/^^ Bri^ 
tijh Conftitution is removed^ and liberty ex^ 
ifis no longer. 
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THE RIGHT HONOUHABIE 

LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 

CHIMM JUSTICE of Oit COMMM PLJUS. 



J tque octJoi faulum tellure moratos 
SufiMlit at froceres, intentdtoqui rejbhnt 

Ovid. 



X HElifeof Lord Loughborough, »^/- 
nutely delineated, would, in point both of 
variety and importance, take the lead of all 
biographical produdions of the prefent 
day. His lordfhip has rendered himfclf con- 
fpicikous in fuch numerous and important 
fc^nes, that our ^refcribed limits will not ad- 
K mit 



ttrit' 'of* thorc than an oUtiine : ^ • ^ m^ c 
^iSttvAty of the (z(klics in J^k^ion^ 

He was educated for the Sc/^tci; Bar^zt 
^vhichhe commenced his career asa pleader. 
In^e coufft of his praftice in thatkii^g- 
dom, having received an afiront from the 
bench, he ^juitted it in difguft, and oartie- to 
England^ m a iituation the very reverfe of 
' opulen^^* 

His pra^ice h^re was ajmoft immedi- 
tfely c<mfi(|erahl^ j ajad having been intro- 
duced into Parliament under the patrons^ge 
of Lord Bute, the reputation he acquired bjr 
his oratorical e?(ertions, in the memorable 
^ueftion that was agitated in the Houft of 
: Commons againft Lord Cliv€y placed hini 
: at the head of his profe0ion, in the direct 
\ road to opulence /?ind fame : with how 
itjuch re^a]^ity a^d affiduity he ^//^^«/ it, 
:.. ispy be; fcciiufrom his progreffivc ftngcj^i to 
;. &e high poft his lordftiip nov holds. JHid 
c ihare of bufincfs.was certainly ipuch fi^e- 
L jrior to tibat ol his pSlc^ i^c^nftj^cif^: and 
yl-:: ^ ;; kadcT^ 



-ieddUt^ tc^fd'TliwW, to whom he, w^^ 
dt kafte^i^l ift-^iMtjr^ (Mid fupcxigi! jjli 
diligence. 

; Hifi lordfef^ i*ri8 admitted oftht Inner 
^impk^t%^k of May 1753^ called to 
ihcbar the i5th of Ndvcjriber 1 757, (when 
a king's counfel) admitted of UncQlfCs 
trm^ Eaftct term 1763; -mad?^ Solicitor 
General^ Hilary temi 1771 ; Attorn^ Ge-^ 
neraU Trinity tei*m 1*778; and Chief Juf^ 
tice of the Common Pleas ^ Trinity 'terni 
1786, when hfe was created a Peer by hij 
teefent title; . 

' The dbjeft ttf his Lofdfhip's atobitlon 
feems to have been ** ^he Seals?^ To 
thefe, his expectations were moft ardently 
taifed, and his habits of ftudy ^nd pradlicc 
^ere regulated accordingly. Nor can it be 
difputedbutthat he is tminentfy qualified for 
the high office of Chancelloi?, in preference 
to the prefidency of a court of comfnAon 
law. This Trtdccd was intimated in the 
^ 4ioufe of Gommons, \ipoh tbevery 'memo- 
-- -- K a ratle 
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rable conteflr between his liOrdfhip and Sif 

^{1 oflthexicaBDinin plca» ijL 4roriteft^ii^ 
Htnrfinded Jiflhi <rf that between Aj Ak ' aftd 
la^tncftsjisifor Ac fhkld ^f Achillas. '^^^ 
:U[liiimecGflar)i to add^ who:ffloft i^fhifibl^ 
Ui^Yi) s fis^^^bqth in fuccefs and elo^uente.^ ^' 

;^,aHiS) firftvfpeech, ai a magiftr^te, Was 
ilt]^fl9i.dieoqca&>]lior^^^ m/jr, onttieiotli 
of July 1780, when he delivered a ^ij/f 
eloquent Charge to the grand juiy convened 
upw the. occaiion, in the great hall at St. 
Mai^aret^s Hill. This Speech juftlyprb-' 
cured him the nioft elevated reputation fciit'^ 
coqrgjr^ imprcffion^ ainl propriety ofapplU*" 
caitk>n to the unfortunate occafion by whicfa^ 
it W^ called forth, and added (if poffible^^ 
t^his fame as an orator. "^ 

.iMor^is^ithii^; by any mearts, the liio^ 
diftiiigtiiih«t jwoof ?X5^ his great oratortc^^^ 
abiibie&; j't Hifc- dear, emphatic, dnd Uftla-^^ 
b9lu3ed; hilrafigu^s, have unij^rmfy toaipn^L' 



•:» ? , . .,..;,? ^,e f-,-, ; •?•-/]"<:< fl-)Jaot> oBei 
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1$ J^<>y<r Mm^tl^ calcoktiM >t5}!(hiri%jSli 

^eis peifttafiv^alikt in thErfoiairBfldTikl 
(lie Courts ^ and it k bi^ Ixdne jdftke^»S:fa^ 
ti|[i^tifais lordfliip is the firft OTBfllmcfir< tbtt 
pi-ofcifion can boaftv of thcs^pitefeiit ^da)i?* ^ 

The charad:ef of his Oratory; iS tk^of 

kffinuafing. , .\'/^ M. • '^^ 

He is the moft plaufiblc, corretft; «!&-- 
thodical fpeaker in either houfe (except' 
jMtp. PrTT) I his matter is alwajrs judfcii^ 
ov^Y fclefted and well arranged, carryiflgf* 
v^h it an air of logical juftnefs, and argu- 
inentative precriion* H^ never jparayes ' 
from his ilibjedt from a wiknt^of miHter, o#' 
becomes difRife or tedious from a redun- 
dfs^if of words. Hia o^xqtYin^ unimn^ 
«fcr«i^,cbaftc. ibis. prtwiunciati<m<ldiftjiidl;i' 
his J fiipphftfis yf^X '. i^ae^, nA\ his voiKJef ^ 
feilJ16i?fe( %p^fi9^^^ y^i^rjks .foHKi/of idieeaiv^^ 
9194 conveys it to his auditors in a clear, 

wnem- 
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Wriembar faffed, coinprcifenfiv^j' irtaufiejf^^ 
His language ii nervous, teclinical, point? 
ccJi — and he fpeaks with fo n>uch flueticj^ 
(avoiding the extremes of rapid utterance 
arid of hefitatiqn, and .abfchcc of mindy^ 
that every thing he offers, fcems tQ Aow - 
from a thorough knowledge of his fubjedl| 
Und theprincipks of felf-corfvicftipn. 

"T^hepatriotifmof alawyer^ is ahno^ pt^.. 
ver6ia/fy FKO^hEUATiCAL. 

His lordfliip vras firft introduced *tat<r 
parliament through the inter^fl t(( Lorc| 
Bute. 

In 1766, he was in the politick fuite' 
<rf the late Mr. Geo. Gre^jville. 

. In 1768, he attraded the publk attenr 
tion in the affair of the Middle/ex J^kQim^^ 
Hi^ ,«e^l was Qo^ confined to the hqitse—- 
ipwas perfmul throughout t|ie kin^omi^ ; 



. CSpi the dc?ith of, Mxj .GRE|?^}x,LE,J[ie ^^ 
became. the warmcft advocate of Admini* ^ 
ihatipn i and, for a period pf twelv^^ycars^ 
might be con^dered asthc chief fuppo^ of % 
HiG ahwiinable adminiflration s^ r^ord^^ 
North. To fupport a Minifter by the ,^ 
rcftffcpice of yyr>& a fiege, forfuch a period, . 
againft the cannon of Fox,* and certainly 
againfl all common reafon and fenfe, is \xiu 
qyeftionably a proof of consummate 
Abilities. 

< Bot the capaciQue mind of Lord Lo ucb-» 
BO'ROCTGH ij not confined to the talents 
ef the advocate and the lawyer, nor; 
does the fame of the promotion, cwifequent 
fsS.hkfaren/tc attainments, hound the no- 
ble views of this great and elevated charac-^^ 
ter. His judicial fame is but fccondary to 
^ . that 



• Thcjvbcle cqiiduaof Adminiftratioh,rcfpeanjrte 

Americao war, has been juftly reprobated by all men of 

every rank of uoderflandSng, in the ftrongeft'tcnns^ that 

language/ can exprefr. 

J ": Sii Review of Farliamcnfetry Cbaraaert. Svo. 1777# 



^Ci|)^igixaV rH^s bbfervation^ Hiat k^jrtnrtU 
^:D^ay-«nreta»thdir profe^itaral liabitt^ oeoid 
, -.i^l^dom? ihme as fenaUndal inatof s, - h^c 
fija(»ets,a -fecund exception. Hi5 predon|i- 
naofr-geniusLQin iliumine the gloom of iaiv, 
and give his fpeeches a claflical air and 
- tdrefsv th^t tcoidd:not difgrace the firffipro- 
^.duftioftfc <)f^GriA:^ and J?iwBr* -i 

r He Jias.more judgment than fancy ; - and 

\% caution itfelf-^guzxAtd in every thinglic 

; fays; and.u'eady to fcize eveiy advant^e 

jLthatarifes from the warmth ^of his smt^gor 

nift. To the cleareft head and mtift;»iiii- 

clouded underftanding, he adds corredtnefs 

and method* aiul the dccpefl: fkiH^U the 

vartsr of debate^ .His : great abilitice^^^ttJire 

rJ^ftimptorodbyftilLgtea^ ui • 

It is true, that his eloquence y^A/(?/« 
real^es the heart, hut is ahvays in his 
power ^ when hechufes tp make exertions ; 
and we have feen him, at tiipncs, poffefs thfj 

greatcft 



AhtroiGac^ £ His €e}d>raCeti itili|]|iig'jp|[>^ 
I aiouiicc^ : agamft Z>p£h>r Fk A^Bat m n v hfe- 
.•^fore tke^Rivy <3€mndl> is noti perl|apjty.ftir- 
^ pajGM by thofe of ]^e^imio$tr£ncs agailftft 
. vFhilip, or Cicero a j^inftAjsTONF^^^ 

: He poiTeflcd the pow^n of kadihg^ifhe 

Houfc of Cominons. ' His fpteches on^e 

niQtion made againft Lord Clive ; on the 

■ i^^b^c Pr9bibitt>ry^znA Capture Billr; and 

.00 thepropriety offending his Majesty's 

^>JHaa:oral troops to garrifon Giira/iarztid 

Mmarca^ are all ftrong prpofe of Ilis 

^/pratoiical prowcfs. 

s -f ^ He may be confidered as the Chieftain Jof 

s O^pofitiom in the Houfe of Lords, whtfre 

he is {lerfaaps without afi- e^pial^icm eidier 

^ ir-c: .• .'.- ..'•...• ' . c .-.■ ,> -: Ci'^i^ ^^ :*-'^' \ 



f 



ISir HENRT GOVLD, Ki, 

fhftf^ JUDGES •[ Ae COURT ^ COMMON PLEAS^ 



J am no orator^ but a plain blant man^ 
Por Iliaye neither w?t nor vtnords^ 
A^tioQ nor atterence, nor the power of ipeeck 
fo ftir ment* Mood — -X only fpeak right, o n ■ ■ ' 
Shakeffeare^^ Julius CiBSAR. 



X HE MEAN$ by which men are pufhed 
jnto office without the recommendation of 
firft-rate talents, would fomi a hiftdrjr 
^ually interefting and emertaining i it 
^ould at the fame time exhibit a fpacious 

■ field 
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field for fpcculation to the mp^^aj obferY<;i;:t 
and abunciant opportunities for. thft exercife 
of fat^irical indignation.—^ — ^T"^^ /wifdoisa 
. and integrity, however, of Britifh Judges » 
ar6 yery juftly the boaft of Britain and^pe- 
culiarly the pride of the prefent Reign. ,,. 

Sir Henry Gould, is the fon and 
heir of Mr. David Goui-d, of Sharpham 
Park^ in the coMxyty. oi Somerfet. HCjW?^. 
admitted of the Honourable Society, of th^^ 
Middle Temple, the i6th of May, 17^8 ; ^ 
called to the Bar the 1 4tb of June, 1 734,,} \ 
tn^dcz Bencher the 3d of May, 1 754 ; a^^ 
Serjeant at Law^rn Michaehnas ternx,i7!5i.f 
arid ihortly after, elevated to the rank of a 
Judge. , 

Mr*. Gould, while a Gounfel, though 
»^:4iftffigM»fl>^ ^ro ifarilliaocy ; q{ talcaSti, 

iW|}^^.^ery refpeftably in the profeffion. 
Since his elevation to the judicial feat, his 

great 



— Aa.^ 



great experience has uniformly added 
ti^eignt to his opinions, and though hijlen- 
thtients frequently ftand! Oj^pofccl to tWfc 
of his ' learned brethren, and fbmctiipes 
stNGtV, yet they have always been fiip- 
|)ortcd with learning and found argutnehts," 
and have been fuch as refledled equal ho- 
nour on his head and heart. 



1.((: 



!As a CounfeU Mr. Gould's bufincfs waa* 
cbnfiderable ; but we believe, though riiuch^ 
employed as a Lawyer^ he was never emii-- 
nent as an Advocate. — Speaking is not his 
taletit^ — his arguments are more pleafing to 
the eye, than grateful to the ear — ^his tones ^ 
are the reverfe of harmony — and his voice ^ 
is*eirtrcmely faint and feeble. Adion J^e ^" 
has none ; neither elegance nor ener^. * 
The Graces are out of the queftion. — 

H» language is the plain, onadOTnea ""^ 
%kvdE common conrveriationi oft^n ffe-'^^ 
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wafs de&itiite<>f that wsirmtfaand tEftetfi 
which .charaAerife ardour of eharddsf wid 
vigour of conception^ His ftylc is never 
glowing, keen, or rapid ; it poffcffcs no 
elevation of fentiment> Or Warmth of icnaii^ 
gery ; on the contrary, it is always tedi* 
ous> circuitous and languid.-*-*— -His ta* 
lents arc better calculated to Jay fiegtf 
to the underflandingt than to Jiorfff ^ 
Jfuiy* > 

Neither is the fcholar to eXpeift gtati* 
ncation from thebeft of his fpeeches. They 
have nothing claffical in the compolitidh j 
ho refearches into the antiquities of Aftic 
or Roman legiflation i no ernbellifhmenf 
of argument by learned allufions, orilluftrar 
tions from, fcientific refearch — he fticks 
dofeto RoLLE,LiTTELTON, and CoK^if 
and his juft praifc is, that he is learnti Jfi 
tki iaws of his countjy^ which hff Jiudiei 



{ us ) 

tm/briaSoer^ find inttffr^s mtbJniegHtf^ 
, tmptred by tbx if^ amiaik &fall virtuu^ 



The different tfaits in the charadlers of 
our eminent lawyers will, perhaps, be bet- 
ter underftood, by a comparifon with thofe 
of Gkeece and Rome. 

With us there zx^Attornies^ Pro£iorSySpe^ 
cial Pleaders^ Conveyancers, and Barrtjiers^ 
the feveral Branches of whofe Employments 
aire refpcdlively diverfified ; and nearly 
fimilar Varieties, in Rank and Avocation, 
'^ ifcera to have exiftcd among the Profeflbrs 
of law in ancient Rome. 



tn the early ages of tKe Roman fenate, 

^ the ADVOCATES were not lawyers, Thefe 

' were fucceedcd by a ftt of men called 

Coc>NrTORES, who 'had great legal fkill, 

^ ind an intimate knowledge of the cuftoms 

and 
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and pfaftice of the courts^ They iHjt inilf 
advifed and afliftcd th^ pleaders or counrd^ 
by their advice and information on points 
of law and praftice, but were allowed to 
fpeak in the caufe. Thefe feem, in fome 
refpedls, to have ftrongly refembled qnr 
opening or ajjifting counfeL They appeared 
foon after Cneius Flavius publifbedl 
his book of Apptan ASlion^y and the For-- 
MUL^ in which they were drawn up* 



At the fame time appeared an inferior 

clafsofCoGNITORES, called FORMULISTS, 

' or pradlitioncrs, whofe bufinefs was only 
to regulate the order of the procefs, and 
who neither underflood the law, nor the fpi- 
rit of it. lihefe gentlemen certainly beat 

fame refemblanee to our attornies^ &c. . 



The frjl order of the Cognitores 
were called Patrons, and ftood next in 
rank and confequence to the Profeffti 
Orators. 



{ HS ) 

In this lattCT clafs it would not be diflS- 
tult for Mr. Jufticc Gould to find a pa- 
rallel ; he cannot fupport competition with 
iuch Charaders asCicERO, Hortensi0s 
orCMSAiKi Antony or PwnYi but to 
thefe illuflrious Orators, a nian . of Mr. 
GouLD?s attainments would ,havc^ j^roycd . 
a ufeful^ and perhaps a ne^ejfarx a^ixiliar^. 



^' \<^\- 
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TH$ HONQURA5!L]g 

Sir y O H N HEATH, Knt, 

Om f^tU JUDGES of the COURT bf COMMON PLEAS. 



I ll' I . I«Uriam,fi 

Hoe,. 

■ Oh I he*s as tedious 

As a dred horfe.— • 



I am known to be humorous^ and to love a 
drop of hot mac, without one drop of alloying 97^^ in it* 

Shakbspxailb, 



1 HE prefcnt mode o£ calling to the Bar^ 
carries with it a very /s/i/^rrw/ idea: let a man 
Ije ever fo. able, one way only is this branch 
of the prpfeiTion accefiibl^J, (namely)— 
by the mouth, and that, not by fpeaking 
L a but 
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i-iij 'jT ,^>. C, ; J . ,. t . , , '^♦),., 

^nt eating., ^ A ^ngcr to licgal Habrts ^ 
^j^pilpips,, would be almoft.k4 .to fiipgoCo^ 
jthat ihe fevcral Cooks of the Societies ppf^ 
Jfeffcd the fame art that was in ufa ampngft 
the Profejfors o/Laputa^ where every viand 
|Vfas impregnated with fcience, fo th^t 
pommons and ^^/ were naturally to be di- 
geftcd together. — From him whois abowt 
Jto put on the Civic Gown, the followin|^ 
tine& oi Horace are not inapplicable : 

Lujijii fa$is^ edtfti fatis^ atque BIBISTI^ / 

Tempus abire tibi eji. 

•1 • ' - . . ' ^ ' j: 

The law in itfelf may not inaptly 'bp 

confidered as a coy mijirefs^ who is to be 

tak.nby cold conjlancyj rather thanarreftqa 

by an ardent attack. 

Thegentlenrian, pfwhbm we arenowfpeak- 
mg, madehisintrodudory bowin i 759>and, 
after having ,/^i?fi through a formulary 
interval of 16 years, was at length ad- 



i M9 )^ 
thitted, in the moment of c^rite, to thcJ 

(kiia that Which fs better fuit^fl'td^ffie'^i^-* 
vfty oFthe Gharaderattemptied Vdbepdt^- 
iriyt^fi Mr/Juftice Heath appears, from 
tlie books, to have been admittec! of the 
hmourable fociety of the In^er Temple itWt 
3d ofMajr 1759 ; called toi ihe bar flie a^th 
df June 1762, to the degree of Serjeant 'sSt 
lLa,w in' Michaelmas Term 177^, and veiy 
foon after to have been made a Judge.-^ 
So much for chronological precifion. . 

Arguing herej fromEFFECTS tocAusES, 
the fkill of theclofeft Logician, or the moft 
fifbtle ^/[etaphyfician. Would be foiled in 
imcingthe chain ofcomljination, by which 
the one is confequently cortnedted with the 
other ; like^/^^/>?*s fplendid palace erect- 
ed in the dark, who^ ftatelincfs was Icfs 
admired than the invifibk means of it's 
(uddeh Elevation. 

.i^^-r, •_ L3 It 



^ iVliis bwft (Aiallddufly <fl6rf^> ftfrf^ 

Tftlt Mir. Jiiftice Hfc ATTH is tndttrtfed ^oM 

pfefehtKdhoi^arjr ffetion, frtWt tb ^his cc«ft* 

patfiidrtaWe kMrs, thin to atiy vtty e^ctttv 

<)fdihai^ legal ic^uii^cmehts ; biit a getfetei^ 

ftian rfta)r fufely be the aflbciate of a Ghafl-^ 

^ellof, arid pwfe to "hiift 'his ihtfddtididfl 

fbaTiigh office^ withbut its MffkhKn^aft 

;lfl.hafti]^ ihfiiitiktioh. The tery diftfnG* 

ifbti of fiicli d'perfftitted intercourfci is^tk 

^ certain meifute, k teftimohy of kbilitifei;^ 

for it could nbt be fujypbfed fo iltuftri<»S'at 

character would admit to his intimacy an 

cbfcure ihdividual, who owned, in edtai* 

tnqh with thoUfands^^ an infatiabfe paffioA 

for the ^i'ajpe> aftd* the ctfar/h joys it is ac- 

euftomed to inffiifie. Such a fuppofitibrt 

Wx>uld bt as iiljtifioUs to the pafron as tH^ 

MV. Juftice H^ATH, though cohfefferfly 

n6t' favoured in any eminent degt-ee by tta- 

tur€, has however not neglected to 'aVkil 

' Wimfelf of what is in every rftan**^ own. 

power,, independent of ar/^g^/Vz^/ deficiencies* 

The. 



flielf, trembling uiicjcr'^he ppftder;©*^ ^upU 
i\ireof volumincfiis rcpdrts; 

Happy is it that there dxe peculiar pra-^- 

rVinces in thfe la\v fuitable to the various car 
j[)acitxes of it*s alrtlorft innumerable pror 
feflbrs ; fd that, he who is not exadly formed 

. for thead:ivityof prid:ical pleading, may bb 
fingly provided for in domeftic eafe, by 

, cmdluriichts arifing from confidential con- 

jfiiltatidns in the chainbefi 

Mr, Heath, as a draiightfrnaii in equity^ 
,icquired fomc reputation; 

His judicial chztzOitr is free from ini* 

putation ; and if his decifions have been 

lew juid not very important, they have 

iievcr been difapproved, .Jf the mereidif- 

; jbharge of the duties, cQupl»?d with the ifn* 

jr. f ertittU. <^ce which he is appointed to i^I, 

• .- .- .y. % t • be 
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be the fum of what is required of a Britiik 
Judge, Mr. JufliocHsATB ia not only an 
unexceptionable, but a reputable Delegate 
of his important -Truft. ' '^ • \. '• 
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Sir JOHN tri^Z,.S,qMqS^ti 1o 

(heofOi JUDGES ofthg COURT oj QOUHOlif fUAS. 



m ** At eft bonus, ut mtUcr nnr, 

Nm alius qm/quam ; at tiki amicus, at bgemum iBgeiis^ 

In€ultO ktgt h$c fish corpor i J* 



Sir JOHN Wilson; is the only fon 

of John Wilson, late of Howe^ near 

Kendal y in the coimty of Weftmorelani^ and 

was admitted of the honourable Society of 

the Middh Temple the aad of Jan. 1763 5 

called to the Bar the 7th of Feb. 1766; 

appointed King's Counfel the a4th of 

April 1782; made a Bencher of the 

above Society the loth of May in the fame 

year; z, Serjeant the 6th of Nov; 11786; 

and foon after a Judge of the Court of 

Common Pkas. 

Apor- 



A Poitrait, gfcatly dcfe<aivc ihU\eguic€$ 
and all the delictte touches of the ttizficrjj 
pencil, may yet exhibit the ftriking and( 
proraineitt features of a face,* and fuA 
Portraits are often very highly efteemed^ 
The Delineation of Charadter may be con* 
du6ted in a fimilar manner. The moft 
confpicuous,, which are generally the 
]«*ft commendable parte of n fihsra(iUr^ 
may be fo exhibited, Aat every one 
would immediately know the original^ 
and yet, perhaps, the better informed judg- 
fiient would difcover, that all the 'finer and 
more amiable traits, in which the heart 
and judgment of the man aie more trul|r 
andimmediately expreiGTed, are entire^ 

The former of thefe fpecies of portrai-s 
tujre ought never to be tolerated in the ar-* 
, tiA> and the latter fhould never be jtttempt- 
•d by the man of letters, except in fuqfa 
iriftances where the prepondcraiite pf wh^* 
is grofs or d«fedive, is fo great as to over-* 
whelm the better endowment* J&x«n the 

elea# 



d*ar^^" bf "difcefrtttieint. Mr/ftTS4'4cE 
Wititi^ ftierits-to be delifetiftted In a ^hff 
^fflPcrtSttt hlAnoei^, and We fhall accordingly 
iJhdeaVoill-, th 'the following draiight, t# 
tt^tt Ithe fiher difclrithihations^ as t^U ^ 
Hhe cdaffer fektutics. ' f ' 

' As a LaW3rer, lie ftands vefy high iii 
popuMY dpitiion. His great kncMledgt 
Was alone his iritrodudtion to iht Bench; 
and no man of tht profeffion is held in fo- 
peribr eftimafion, either oti account of pro- 
feffibnal abilifies, amiablenefs of tnannef^^ 
or beheVolence of heart. He is dtte of 
Ihbfe rare and refpeftable charadters, upott 
whom the genial gale of pencgyric can 
blow in fecurity, without the remoteft 
danger from the flirinking blaft of malevo^ 
leqce ^tid cenfure, his name is equivalent 
Wkefptftability aftd Reverence, atid m^ets 
legard equally in public ftfttion and pri- 
vate Ibcicty. 



^ Sir 



(, 'J« ). 

Sir John Wilson was neVcry wc 
mM6f ffi^^b^iameht, aSa -inffi^W^ 
rei*S no ground for obferv/tion a$ apiffiic^ 
tlikra^er. He'fofced hisWf in liffe^'ll^ 
tfiiif of application, and the patient cxerdiS 
of ills taliints in profeflional purfuits. ''- 
■• . . ^ . ^ ^ • . ^ \ ^. ^^ 

' 'A^'a *y/»i?^i^^nitmuft becbnfcl^^^ Ha^ 
little claim to notice. Adion, he has iibhfe 
—his voice is hoarfe and diffonant — ^hid 
pronunciation thick and indiftind: — ^his 
language is neither of the kind calcukted 
to aniniate and tranfport, or to conciliate 
or imjpofe ! — ^but it is' fuch, as cle^lV 
to ftate the meaning of the fpeaker, aticr 
Confequently to give the force and fubtlet^ 
or his arguments a degree of weight. ' 

While at the Bar, his expreflions we» 

• lyiifonnly fuch as ftrongly marked the 

great' di^feffenceaii^ refped he thought due 

t^th^t^ibiihal^he addreffcd. " 

?;;> \'fl oixoj^.; .'.Js 3 •'•»•, -• ■' ■'•-■ '■■'•'""'■■■ 
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:>.,Hfis^ 2fMvery, far frofp ^ff#!a 
*f^!^^^?^^ ^ language, ^^^ It , kjC9|^ 
I^gjH(JvnerveIi:f§| always mQ^otoriw5> ai^ 
Qft?n.4Fawlingajid heav 1 1 qp^p^e^e^ ^ 
car with a leaden weighty whicli,^Yej|,f% 
gance of ftyle, and vivacity of Imagination 
Itq which he has ;np. |a-etenJ^pQ$), , W^W 
b^i^adeqijiate to remove^, . > . : i 



■ J;n argument h^ is tlo^^ ;^onnc6l^d,,>ai^ 
Cppclufivc; and, iadeed,.\Sir Jq?jn Wu-n 
^xjjsr <>ught rather to be copfidered 4s a^y^'i^ij 
Jikk Speaker, than, as an Orator : ho^ 
ijig^ec|iial tQ the ta{Jc of informiog^the ujck*. 
<ferftanding, though unabje to move *mi 
influence the paffions. 

5a>; v.; r.^ ^' -^ -/■ .• ; -i^a -J \, ; ^( 

curfionSorfancj^, ^'r|jjge^^^^ 
diverted from thie point in debate by the 
iM • metedrs 



( 



V u9 )) 

iTllfct»0FSt>f Jm^ination. Ho is fbttd of ^al^ 
fubticties anddiftindlions. Indeed, the^jguK 
merits fuggeft^ by, and the Iangu«ige thiyt. 
n^twallyarifes from fuchdifcuflions» as ^^ 
ob^ru^ion of ancient window-light j^ ^N^\ 
^he diverfim of a njoater-courfe^ affbrd 
little fcope to genius, or feldom offer, 
even to the greateft Orator, opportuniticf 
of difplaying the flowing richnefs and va- 
riegated powers of Eloquence ; and upon 
fuch ground y even PEMpSTifENES himfelf 
would, perhaps, have been inferior to Sif 
John Wilsok. The generality of pro- 
feflional queftions feem rather, to require 9 
certain degree of fubtlety and fa^gacity, than 
the brilliancy of Fapcy or the ^rts of EJof 
quence. 



As a Courfel, he wis always heard with 
attention ; as a Judge^ he commands lu 
In giving a law-opinion, or in addrefling k 
Jury from the Bench, his difcrimination Is 

acute^ 



( '59 ) 

fiUHJte^ CDfrc<Sl, and ingenious ; hh feaming. 
great, and difpiayed by an arrangemont 
p!ear» regular, and methodical; digefteil* 
3«ri.th judgment, and applied with propri- 
pt)r, — from its juftnefs fecuring afTent^ a|)4 
jC^^iying convidion from its force. 



THE HDN'OURABLt 

mr JAMES ETR]^, Knh. 

lOiD CHIEF BAkON of thcQrttrt of KXCmQJJEk. 



The giintlelnan \t learned ; a moft rare ijieafceri 
'Ttf liatuit hoite more botmd, Ks training fach^ 
*Eliitt he ihuy fii«aih and ivAraSt gitrat Teacher^ 
And nevtr fedc aid out of himfelf. 

SMAKEiPEARB^S HEK.Vlii* 

He fits Amdngft mdH like a defcended godi 
He hath a kind of honor fets him off- 
More than i, mortal feemiiig. 



itt^ 



1 Me fhidy of tlife ia\V h ofit of thd 
nobleftiJaifuits of the humin mind, and 
has been held in the higheft eftim^ion by 
the greateft men of almoft evety age and 
©f cveiy tivilized country. If it has an/ 

M . ivhei* 
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uherc pre-eminent fuperiority^ it is irt 
ibis^ where we find men's fituation and 
confequence in fbciety, in a great mea- 
furc regulated by the degree of .their 
proficiency in it ; other knowledge and 
other talents may conduce to render a man 
more companionable, more accomplifh- 
cd, more agreeable and polite, but, 
without this ejfenttal attainment ^ they will 
be found totally . inefficient to the pvir*- 
pofes of obtaining either Honors or Emor- 
lument. — It might be expected to6, 
that a life devoted to the attainment of 
a fcience fo liberal, would be invariably 
free from the little prejudices and limited 
views of other men : that they would look 
to the Interefts of their country, and of In- 
dividuals, with the eye ofPhilofophy, and 
only regard them as conducive to the pur- 
ppfesof Morality and thegeneral good. That 
this, however, is not always the .rule of 
condudt to guide that formidable body pf 
men denominated Lawyers — experience 
very feelingly tells us, and as forcibly ,eyin-i 

ces. 
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cfes, that, like Churchmen^ fhcy axe little 
femulous either of Pjitfiotifm or Virtue— on 
the contrary, — ^To defend the Exceffes of 
Authority, and palliate Violations of Li- 
berty, are, too often, favourite objects 
both of the Profeffors of the Law and 
CofpeL 

The Science of Law in it's nature, lays 
BoLiNGBkoKE, the moft noble and.benei 
ficial to maiikind, is, in it's debafement, the 
moft fordid and pernicious. There have 
been Lawyers that were Orators, Philofoi 
j^herS, and Hiftorians ; — there have been 
CLAB^ENpdNs arid Bacons, slnd hotwith* 
Handing thfe venality bf prefent tinies, and 
the too frequent prdftitution of profeffio- 
nal talents, there are ftill to be found thofe 
Ihat refemble themj whd reflfedl honouf 
on thtir toUntry, and credit to their pro-^ 
feflion. Of thefe, one df the moft diftin- 
guiftied is the Gentleman whofe name 
ilarids prefixed to this imperfedt iketchi 

M % Bcin^ 



Being trcry fcantily fupplied \ykfi Info/w 
ination and Anecdote relative to the prefenf 
Chief Baron, andnotchoofingtojrelatepn 
-the flight foundation of anonymous Reports 
a great and importgint LawChara^er muA 
be confined to narrow and very ,uo worthy 
limits. 

Mr-EvRE was.CaJIect to the Bar from the 
honourable Society of Gray*s Inn, widpir 
ihe patronage of the late Lord Chief Baron 
Parker, and very foondiftinguiflied him- 
ielf as a n)an of fupcrior abilities, and fuch 
as induced his protxiotion to the high and 
honourable fituation of Recorper of thr 
City of London. He is one of thpfe very 
few who had prepared, hifiofelf for the ex**^ 
trcife of his profeffion, by clirnbing up to 
the Vantage grou j^d of fcience, inftead 
of gtQveling below, like too many .profpff 
fional men, ift the dirt of an Attorney's of- 
fice^or a Speci?tl Pleader's delk ; — Liberal 
ftjidies, it has been tery juftly obferved, by 
expanding the mind, and opening the re- 
ceffes of the heart, have a ftrong tendency 

to 
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to diAatcaconduii that feidom pays the tax 
of cenfure. The truth of this obfervation 
js at leaft verified in the inftance before us. 

As a CounfeU Mr. Eyre flood forcmoftin 
his profeffion, ^t a time when the Bar was 
attended by the naoft eminent Names known 
in legal Biography. As a Judge ^ he is con- 
fidered of equal learning and ability with 
any one that adorns the Bench. His ftylc 
of fpeakihg is the true eloquei?ce of Ma* 
^ftracy. He is nervous and learned, clear, 
jfenfiblp, and fluent, ' 

It is an illiberal and wrong idea, that 
ttiodern Times are flrangers tp Elo- 
quence ; as the common Child of Free- 
dom, and Knowledge, our Courts pf 
JuftiCe (though different fromAthenian atid 
Roman Judicatures), abound with exam- 
ples of it's trueft and mpft perfedt models; 
and there is a certain dignity of manner 
and afped: attendant upon the words of 
ihi^lcarned Lawyer, that their impreflions 
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arc equally unrivard and irrefiftiblc. The 
^ffeSied Dignity, and AJfumption of Vencra* 
tion and Awe, that fo emphatically charac- 
terize the prefent Chancellor, fit with 
» natural Grace uppn the tniEF Bahq^j, 
and forcibly mark the diftindion between* 
the Dignity that is real^ and that which is 
ajfumed. The Ihades of difference arcj 
ftronger than exift between the Brilliant 
a»d the Counterfeit. 

His Lordfliip is admitted to be an abk 
Civilian, — a fpecies of knowledge peculi- 
arly adapted to the Court in which he pre- 
fides ; but we believe his ftill more diftin- 
guifhed Excellence is,amoftcQmprehenfiv^ ' 
^nd intimate knowledge of what is deno- 
piinated Crown Law ; and we ought 
not to omit reminding the reader, 
in delineating (however: faintly), the 
Charader of a great Britifh Judge.— 
That, the life and liberty of the nfeaneft. 
Subje<a, is of far greater Importance, thai) 
any Queftion of Property poffibly can 
Wi and that, the Talents of Tully 

were 
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were never more confpicuoufly employed, 
than in the protection of injured Inno- 
cence, or the Cpnvidlion of abandoned 
Guilt- 
Superior knowledge on this fubjedi:, 
was the prominent Feature in the Charadler 
pf the great Lord Hale, with whom 
the prefent Chiijf Baron pf the Ex- 
pHEqojEi^ will, in all refpedts, fupport 
Conjpetition, by comparifon as a man of 
Science, and Pre-eminence ^s a Magi- 
ilyat?. 



*^ 



THE HONdURABLE 

§lr BEAUMONT HOTHAM, KnK 

Opt of the BARONS of tkg COURT oj EXCHEQUER. 



Adownthe fmoothj fequejlet'd vale oflife^ 
He kept the noifeleTs tenor of his way. 



X T is the obfervation of a profound and 
elegant Writer, That the Periods of Pro- 
verity and Peace, however conducive to 
the Happinefs of a People, are but ill adapts 
cd to the views of the Hiftorian. To trace 
the wifdom of internal Pbhce, and the gen- 
tle ftreams of Commerce, flowing info a 
thoufand different channels of Opulence, 
may be interefling to the clofet Philofo- 
pher, but wants a certain blended infufion 
of Spirit, to give it life and conftitution 
fufficiently vigorous, to carry it's Defcent to 
^he remote ages of Poflerity. 

The 
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-The famish obfcrvatioil applies ftill moro 
fotcjbly to the Bi 6g R A p H E r': H e ro d o- 
Tt/s and Xenophon, Tacitus and Li* 
V Y, would hardly have remaihcd to sini- 
mate our feelings and excite our enthufi- 
afm, if they had not been fumiflied with 
the affivemztcridls of Wars and dvilComl 
motions ; — by bringing all the paflions into 
play, they ftiPi^ifh out the lights andihadcs 
of Charadter, and deyelope the inmoft Re- 
^cffes of the human Heart — Jbence^ our ad- 
miration and delight on perufingthofe claffic 
fages. 

Nature herfelf holds this language, — 
The Tempcft exhibits all the variety of the 
Sublime, to excite Wonder and Emotion. 
Thebloodis quickened into Circulation, and 
we feelblended Emotions of Terror and De- 
jjight-, fo grateful to the mind of Senfibility^ 
that Language reaches no way to the De- 
fpription, whilfc the milder Beauties of the 
feteneft fky arc viewed with the moft tapie 
^nd torpid IndifFerence.-^The powers of 

Nature 



( »70 

Kature muft be roufed, agitated, calledt 
forth energetically J in order to pleafe : even, 
the voice of wifdQm is feeble, languid, and 
nervelefs, unlefs aided by a certain degree 
of Enthijfiaihi. . Dedu(3: this ethereal fpi- 
rif from Hiftorians, Orators, and Poets, and 
what do you leave theni ?.^ — a mere caput 
mortuum, the Body indeed remains, but 
the Squl takes it's flight, and yanijfhcs ia 
^in 

It remains to the Recorder of Charadcr 
tp lament, that rdifh of Satire and In- 
Vedive, that poignancy of favour which 
quickens the appetite, and renders it fp 
grateful to the palate of modern Depravity , 
but which, howeyer fervid may be his love 
pf virtue^ he endeavours in vain to infufe 
into herpi:aife ; the unattemper^d {wcttnefs 
pf panegyric indHces fatiety and languor- 
it js taken up with np ardour, perufed 
with no avidity, and laid down without 
any r6gret. The venerable oak never looks 
fo noble as when Eurus agitatps her boughs* 

Had 
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-*-Had Salluji chofcn for his fubjedt the 
gpd-likc integrity of Cato^ inftead of the 
fell profligacy of Catiline^ the envious 
fcythe of Time would, ages fince, have 
fweptaway his fweetly pregiiant Sentences » 
and deprived us of all knowledge of thq:t 
elegant Hiftorian. 

Under the imprcffion of this idea, wof 
detail what few facts have come to our 
knowledge of Baron Hotham. 

The virtues of his Heart have contribun. 
. ted^ to render him wniverfally beloved in 
private Life, and efteemed in his, Judi- 
qial Capacity ; but he does not by any 
means poflefs that fire and brilliancy of 
Oertius which irwififtibly attaches the no- 
tice of mankind, and warms the Panegy- 
rift with the ardour of Enthufiafm. Ba^ 
HON HoTH AM may defer ve the whifperof: 
approbation, but he will never be faluted 
with the obiireperous Blaft from the Cla^ 
lion of Fame. 

When 



f 
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Whcna CounftU\it attended the Chancery 
Bar little known ^ and although an a4^ 
mirable Scholar, and a well-read Lawyer ^ 
yet fo v€r^ little dijlinguijhed in Pra^ice, 
that his Elevation to the Bench, nojt unffc- 
quently produced the mortifying Enquiry, 

--^WhO 18 HE ? WhAT^S his NAME? 

Barpm HoTHAM.is neverthelefs res- 
l?ECTABLE uppn the Bench j and it has 
been obferved, that whenever called to the 
adminiftration of Criminal JxiMcc, the Hu- 
manity, the Solemnity, and impreffive Pa- 
thos of his Addrefs to Prlfoners, has 
'melted the moft obdurate to Contrition and 
Repentance. 

* - • « 

The Country may be juftly congratulated 

on it*s Happincfs> that boaftsfuch Judges as 

Baron Hotham : — The Feelings of the 

People would be gratified by hisTranflation 

to thePrefidencyof the Court of Chancery, 

for 



1 



( 174) 

fof which Scat he has every ncceflSiy 
Qualification*, both of Head and Heart* 



• Wc except that of Speaker of the Houfe of Lords.— » 
-He wants that bow-wow m anker, and braze k 
PRO NT fo neceffary to control the Tamdt of Popular 
Ailcmblies. 



THE 
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Sir RICHARD PERRTN, Knt. 

Cm rf tkf BARONS oftht COURT ef EXCHlQUlk. " 



Atcandrstmqutp Haliumque, Noemenaqiu» Fritanymqvt 

ViRGIl.* 

He knows full well, who 9ft purfucs thfc Game, 
That in a ?ack eadi Hound muft have his Name. 

Translatiok. 



Mr. PERRYN was adinitted a ftudent 
of the Inner Temple, the a7th of April 
1,746, and called to the bar the 3d July 
in the following year. 

. His Progrefs to Bufinefs was, How, but 
?t was of gradual Increafe ; and although 

confined 
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confined to the Court of Chancery, it vri$i 
during the latter years of his pracftice, fo 
extcnfive, as to enfure him a Brief iit 
almoft every Caufe and Motion agitated irl 
that Court* 

The reputation that accojtipanies, or ra- 
ther precedes' extenfive Pra6tice, recom-k 
mended him to the Honours of the Pro^ 
feffion* 

Mr. Perryn was rriadc a Serjeant, iri 
EafterTerm 1776, and Very foonaftex-^ 
Baron of the Exchequer* 

It IS getierally underftood, by Whatevcf 
means a man may advance himfelf in life 
in-other profeffidn*, in that of the Law af 
leall, that great Practice is an Indication of* 
proportionate Genius and Abilifies-. — ^This 
however is not always the cafe — Attomies 
and Solicitors, (the CounfeFs beiS: Patrons) 
are not always the beft judges of Merit — 
with minds narrowed by an uniform ad^ 

heren€* 
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hcrcnce to Pradicd Rules and technical 
JzrgoAf they do not always difcriminate be- 
tween the Pedantry of Profeffional Phrafe- 
ology, coupled with an oftenlatious dif- 
ply q£ Reading and real Genius, aided by 
profound £rudition. 

Neither are there wanting of her ways^ 
by which Barrifters may attach the Profef- 
fors of the mechanical part of the Law 
to their Interefts. 

Great induftry will do much — and, fre- 
quently, much depends on* a fortunate 
€fjfr£ I The favourable Decifioh of a Caufe 
at a young Counfel*soutfet, the hopes of 
which feemed defperate, and which yet 
might chance to owe a fortunate Turn, 
more to fome unexpedted Incident than to 
any merit of it's Leader, has been known 
to go farther in advancing a growing Re- 
putation, than the moft elaborate Science, 
and great refources of mental Endowments* 

N To 
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To which of thefe caufes Mr. Periyn^s 
Vaft acceflion to bufincfs is to be, attri-' 
buted, is left to the Dccifion of thofe whq^ 
fliall deem the Hiftoiy of his Life worthy 
more laborious Refearch : certain it i§,. 
that his Talents are by no means ofthefrji 
imprejjtoni and, notwithftanding the ex- 
tent of his Bufinefs as a Barrifter, it is well 
known that he ^as held cheap by the great 
Cotemporaries with whom he pradlifed^ 
particularly fo, by one great Charaact 
jn the Court of Chancery, 

Hislanguage is poor, infipid, and nerve- 
lefs; his mariner conveys an idea of 
Weaknefs and Infipidity — ^his Arguments 
might be well, and even judicioufly ar- 
ranged, but carried no weight or force 
with them* 

Baron Perryn, as zjudgey is, we ^are 
fay, pofleflcd of competent Legal Know- 
ledge : that he is a humane, upright, and 

good 
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good man, the whole world bears ample 
teftimony • — In a private capacity he is vciy 
ttiudx the Gentleman, and Man of 
Fafhion ; perfectly eafy in his deportment,* 
and aoiiabk in his manners^ 



Na 
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Sir ALEXANDER TBOMPSOM, Knt. 



Yott wear out a good w)iolefoB)e forenoon in heanng » 
Caufe between an orange- wife andfafoflet-feller^ahd t&eri 
adjemn a Contr oveiy of t)iiipe-|3«A€c<lo a fetoMday oiF Ao^ 

diienc;«» - .'>'■..'.! 



IN cvety drama fotrie chAfA(k,ttz are intror- 
duced for the fole purpofe of filing up the 
fcene, and occtipying the fiftle intervals 
between the exit and entrts of more im- 
portant Charadlers. 

Gn the Theatric l^alge it fomcff irffes hap- 
pens, that thofe neeiffary^ though tinin-r 
terefting Chara£);ers» are decorated with 
the trappings aad paraphaiBalk of Royai 

and 
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*tihd- Senatorial Dignity, and, in the little 
t>rama here fubmitted to the Public, it 
muft not be wondered, if fome i^ch per/on^ 
make their appearance in the Judicial Robe. 

Mr. Baron Thompson would not, per- 
haps, fofoon have attained his prefent ele- 
vated Situation, without fome more power- 
ful Recommendation than his own Ta- 
lents; — great Induftry, however, aided 
by ftrong Claims of nature and fympatby 
upon illuftrious Patronage, efFeded, in 
very early life, what many revolving years 
of Application, affifted by Genius, would 
not, perhaps, have at ^//accomplifhcd. 

Mr. Thompfon wa5 bom at Woolvef- 
hampton,inStaffordihire, where he v^as alfo 
educated. 

In Michaelmas Term 1764, he was 
admitted of Lincoln's Inn, and called to 
the Bar in Michaelmas Term 1769. 
His attendance was, from this period, con, 

fined 
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lined to. the Court of Chancery, aftd his 
principal bufinefs that of a Draughtfnian. 
The elaborate Forms appropriated to parti-^ 
cular cafes among the Greeks and Romans, 
Ihew the fenfe mankind have of the ne- 
ceflity of written Forms of proceeding in 
the i^ditiiiniilratiori of Civil Affairs i and he 
who, from long habit arid labour, is be- 
come expert arid dekttrous at dr^lwing up 
thefe . Forms, is certain not dnly of ac^ 
quiring confiderable emolument, but a 
certain degree of fecondary profeflfional 
r^utation, proportionate to his utility* 
The ability indeed of attending to a long 
feries of complicated Fadls^ furveying 
the whole train of confequenccs refulting 
from, them, ftating and connefting thefe 
Fafts in a clear and confpicuous method^ 
fo as to convince the judgment of their 
truth, agreement, and tonfiftency, requires 
not bnly ftrong natural capacity and clear- 
nefs of intelled, but the itioft prodigious 
labour.-^A Bill in Chancery, 'tis true, is 
like no other fpecies of human compofi- 

tion ; 
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tion ; but it is no refle<flioa on tke (bir tfa^t 
weeds grow up with the fruit; it is onthofii 
who ncgle(ft its cultivation.* 

Great experience in this kind of bufi-t 
?iefs and the habit of fearching into the 
Books for Cafes, probabi/ made Mr. 
Thompfon a ufeful Afliftant to his ^Bt* 
tron, and accelerated his prefermeirtjr 
neither could it fail to give him a cer- 
tain currency in the profeflion : but the m«c 
Lawyer, without being diftinguiflied by* 
fomc powers as a Speaker, can never be a 
character of confequence. . Speech is the 
diftinguifhing charadteriftic of the human 
fpecies, and the fphcre of its utility is 
wonderfully enlarged, by thofe who are 
in any di^gcttmafters of it. — .The meanefl 
poffefs it for the common. purpofc of focial 
intercourfc; but that perfeBion of Speech 
which lays claim to the name of Eh^ 
quence^ elevates it's Poffeffor as much 
above the reft of/ his kind, as the faculty 

of 

* See Dialogues on Law> %V0: 



of speech raifcs the common hcFd of man- 
kind above the other Tribes of animal Na- 
ture. The Orator istheBolwark of the Con^. 
flitution> and the Guardian of Public Tra;i^ 
quillity, who, by his fwray, conne<£ks Men 
into Socicty^^and whilft he oppofes himfeff 
to the pernicious confequcnces of Anarchy 
and Confufion, is beheld with a kind of 
reverential awe by the &<9:iou^ and am- 
bitious. — The Orator is the Spring by 
which every Govemmem is a&uate J. 
Some indeed have heM Eloquence 
rather a meretricious than a meritonous* 
Art, and have not been wanting in alfer- 
tions. That England ^ ae well as Athens ^ 
have feen their wifefl Gounfels diffipated 
by the breath of Oratory; but it is com- 
mon for people to fpeak flightly of what 
they cannot attain — it is the Gift of Hea- 
ven—a moment's Eloquence is worth an 
age of Study, and the proof of afcendancy 
ihould be the Rule to judge of it's Impor- 
taace* 



It 
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,, It is, however, unnecefiary ta enlarge 
upon it's utility, where examples are (o 
XHunerous ; and, coniidering how very fatf 
Ac Name prefixed to the fubje<ft of this 
ihort Memoir is removed from a// pretend 

fions to Oratory, it might be inferred to in* 
finuate an infult never intended to^be con« 
Veyed by thefe StriiJlures. — Let us return 

from Olffervation to narrate FaHs. 

Mr. Thompson was, in Michaelmas 
Term 178a,, made a Mailer in Chancery, 
a promotion which many eminent Barrif- 
ters decline, as it generally conveys, anc 
idea of what is called laying by on the high 
Jhelf. It proved otherwife in the inftance 
before us. — 

In Hillary Term 1786, Mn Thomp- 
son was appointed Accountant General i 
and in the year following, on the rcfigna- 
tion of Chief Baron Skynner, made 
puifne Baron of the Exchequer, and re- 
ceived the honour of Knighthoods 

Among 
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Among the Traits o{ this Judge^s dha- 
lafter, we fhould not forget to particulai* 
rize his great 7/W^//y and Diffidence ^ ^^*. 
lities fo proverbially fingular in the Pro^ 
feffors of the Law, and fo inconfiftent 
with all the habits of their Lives, that 
theyalmoft imply a want of intellectual 
Vigour, proper to difcharge the Duties of 
theProfeffion : — Fear, in excefs, confounds, 
both underftanding and purpofe. 

Mr. Baron Thompson, is an amiable 
charadler, and perfectly refpedable inpri*' 
vat^Life. 



THE HONOT7!tABlC 

L ' • ■ ■ 

Sir ARCHIBALD MAC DONALD, Knt. 

Bs mjeffs ATTORNEY GENERAL 



Too low for a high Praife^ and too fitde &t a great PnuTet 

Seeft thou ^ot the air 9icdurt in thefe enfddings ? 
Hath not my gait in it the meafure of the court f 
I am a conrtiej* cup^a-fd, 

SRAKBSPfiA&B* 



Exotics in the «^////^ world, feWom 
jroot fo well in any other as in their own 
ilrata i but in the moral world, we find it 
diredly the reverfe. Wc have daily ex^ 
amples of a drudging Scott — an impatient 
Jnj(bma;i^^mi even znbomely Welshman, 

benefiting 



fienefiting by tranfplantation ; and ^e 
have been particularly led to this refledion^ 
on clofe contemplation of the fubjedt 
of this brief Page. Sir Archibald 
Macdonald would, moft probably, have 
rcniained but a weak Jlip from the pa- 
ternal Tree, perhaps produdlive of little 
fruit, nor remarkable for any ftriking fo- 
liage, had he been left to rot or ripen on 
the barren foil that firft raifed and nur- 
tured him into exiflence* 

Sir Archibald is the fon of Sir 
Alexander Macdonald, of Slate— » 
the rqprefentative of the Kings and Lords 
of the Isles — ^a title of mox^ found thzn im^ 
fortance; yet tenacioufly kept up, and vaun« 
tingly noted in the Archives of the family^ 
The mother of the Attorney General was 
the Lady Margaret Montgomery, 
a daughter of the NOBLE house ofEG^ 

LINTON. 

The family of Sir Alexander may 
be jufUy efleemed amongft the moft 

fortunate 
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« 

" fortunate of his country, for every branclitrf 
it has been patronized cither by natural or 
squired favours. Sir James, who af- 
terwards fucceeded to the Baronetcy of 
his father, will be univerfally remember- 
ed as a prodigy of early abilities : but the 
full blown Flower of Genius failed, in a 
' certain degree, to anfwer the promife 
of it's firft opening. The fecond fon, 
•Alexander, by dint of application, and 
' the force of merit, was created an Irifh 
Baron in the year 1776 ; and Sir Archi- 
bald, of whom we are now fpeaking^ 
has, by a fortuitous turn of circumftan- 
ces, fucceeded to two the moft important 
offices of his Profeflion, — ^thofe oi Solicitor 
and Attorney General. 

If we view Sir Archibald's firft praSlice 
at the Bar, a word fynonymous with legal 
Reputation^ we fhall find it to have been 
extremely fcant ; — A Fee, now and tben^ 
'in Scotch appeals, being the funjmit of 
)iis JSxpcrience, of indeed expgdations. 
, His* » 
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His latter fucccfs has been owii^, likef 
fome others of his Brethren, more to the 
Peitiicoat than to the Gown^ 

J Sir Archibald, it muft bercmcni* 
bered, is coniieded, by marriage, witji 
the Houfe of Stafford, having c/jpoii- 
fed Lady Gower, a daughter of the pre- 
fent «o^/? MARcyjis. From the power- 
ful interefl an4 influence of fuch an alli- 
ance, Preferment might naturally be loofo. 
ed for, nor ha^ it been looked for in vain. 
On the firft vacancy, we accordingly ob- 
jferve Sir Archibald conftituted Soli- 
citor General ; and on the advancement 
of Sir Pepper Arden, hefucceeded him 
as Attorney General^ 

It had formerly been accepted as a max- 
im. That thefe great Crown Officers fhould 
ftand forth^ as ftrong Minifterial Holds 
in the House of Commons i — ^but mwal 
and political data^ as we have more than 
in this place obfer^ed, have occafionally 
" given 
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^Veh way ^ ta progreffive Improvement; 
Our prcfcnt hippy Miniftei^ haS' learned to 
condufft the Natiom if not honourably^ 
with refpe^t to himfclf, at leaft fafely, 

WITHOUT ANY SUCH FOREIGN AID— Or 

INDEED Any aid at all: — He is thtf 

if, 

fefponfible Firft Lord of the Treafury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and, befides 
thefe, g^nej-ally conceived, Firft Cbfrlmif- 
i^oner of the Admiralty — the Secretary at 
War — ^and the Secretary of State — cum 

MULTlS ALUS. 

He is the Atlas of the State, arid! his 
(TonduiS: feems to difcover an Ambi- 
tion of ftanding d/one, unfuJ>ported by any 
Abilities but his own i* we fliould not 
fee fuiprifed (having been called to the 

Bar), 

* In ftndegtndy written PaihpUet, endtlcdi A Review 
OF THE Politics op Great Britain, in 1787, 
tii-Jim idea is thus happily exprefled and enkijed upon : 

Mr. Pitt himfelf> comprehends almoft die whole of 
AdBUBifiration.-^With JtUmtiouJhomUers he fnpports the . 
Wumbent weight of the Monardiy, and fiands, like 

A J AX, 

o 
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Rt),-'ff heMii a/fb to da the bulmeis 4f 
Ihe Coirt of Chtecfcty* L<ird NoRiRK 
triOQopoKxed the abilities rf^ the Kiftgdinack 
in defence of his Meafuireir, having eblifWd 
under his Banners the formidable Nstmes^ 
TauHLOw, Wedderburni?, No^TON^ 

ami 

AjKx, SINGLE AKD ALONE, amid Ho&^f fanottni" 
ingEnemies* One, and one only Friend, appears depot- 
rated with the ihfigtoia of Legal Dignity, tdoppbiCb, in riiv 
0therHoufe^ die attacks of Oppofi&in. Wherein iiSk^ 
Took, I fee only a vaft Vaauity ; a Vacuity, where .no TfMr 
lents, no Powerar of Oratoryj^ no Strength of Intelie£l, illu- 
mikatc the darknefs, or cheer the gloom ! Thenames of 
d Sydney aitdaCAEMAE^THBN, canonlybetranfimtted* 
to fdtlire times, l^y being involved in the iiluftiions Train 
of fiTT, and muft be preferred from OHivioii, by mbdng^ 
in his Radiance* They may *» purfaethe Triumph, ^i 
partake the GaJe,'* butntevcr can mingle in thefplendbur 
of Renown : too happy, if their want of ability fcreen ^em 
fromlnveitigation; a jBNKiNsoKandaDilNDAS may, 
indeed, fupply the defeds of the CaWnct in cither'Ho'ufc 
of Parliament : but England wa^ not accafUHned, iti 
better tuAes> ID fee the. foreign Interells of her Crown' 
thus abandoned and thus begle^d, in every Court of £«• 
lope^ and in every quarter of the Globe. 

It is not fttfficient for Men> who alTumeand andertal^ tb^ 
€OAduft the Affiura of Nadons^ Uiat they pofTeft FtMtf 

and 



( if^ ) 

and D^^REY,r*-Who arc tbcClwrttpi^S 

o£ PlTT?-r~— RI9UI4 TENZATIS-!— — * 

Sir RicHAitD Pe#pbr Ajbldzn, Mri 
B|:ARCROFT»ah<lSir ArchiBa^ld Mac^ 
PONALD ! ! 1 ! 1 ! ! ! 

But to return — *— Siir Archibald 
MACDONALD,asaJLiwy^/-, has givfen veijt 
few Spccihiens of ftfiking Abilities ; aS a 
Speaker inPaHiament^ fcWer ftill; biit, as a 
Private CharaSieri nd man is liiore cftima- 
'blc or aiiiiable* 



and good Itltentiionsi Tsilenti and Ap^icatloh miift mark 
them out frdni among the Croud of Nobility who furround 
the Throne^ and entitle them to Ojcci^y the dangerous 
fiminence$ of State : nori when thefe are wanting^ can any 
adventitious Decorations of Rank> or Illtiftriotts Births Mt 
admitted 4s a compenfation for foch inherent and incurable 
Defea^v 
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THE fiONOURABLB 

Sir JOHN SCOTT, Kt, 

ips MAJESTY'S SqifCnV^ GENIRAI. f 



Pleafant without fciirrility — ^whty without affeda^ion-r 
modacions without impndence-^and learned without 
OpinioDt , ; 



- He hath a profp'rpus ait 



When he will play with reafouj and difcourfe^ 
AQ$lwellhe<;^perfuade. • 

SnKK%%9%KK%^s Meafncfir Ueajkrim 



XT would be a curious, and by no meansr 
a ufelefs gratification, to review the Revo« 
lutions of Tafte in the different Periods o£ 
£ngli(h Hiftory, and obferve the very difS-r 
xnilar Means which varied Manners hold 
out to the afpiring and ambitious in tho 
Career of Fame. The fame Path that is 
obftru6ted in one Age by endlefs difficulties» 
is opened by the flattering hand of Invita** 
tion and Incitement, in another, 

Mpnk^lbi 
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Monkifh HaVits wcrc» iii other Times, 
p Prelude to the Statefman's Robes^ 
—Honours arid Emoluments wetc ohlyla^ 
vifticd upon Churcjirtien, and tHpfe of 
fninds enflaved by the grpfs Bigqtry of Mo- 
paftic Jife, Eveiy Pcpartment of State 
lyas Pfieft-r:fddcn;— the Helm of Eng, 
land has beep conducted by the tynii^ 
nk Hand of a Butcher's Sqn ! under the 
Sandion of thefe Tni//>w^/. 

To this fuccceded a more liberal Age, 
]p;ieganccapd Rcfirjement were fcen, like the 
great Lyminary of the Wofld, emerging 
itotxi a<Cloud; and burfting thjroMglr^A^ 
gloom of Monkish Igapnmce. Polite and 
^eculatire Literature fucceeded the ^diill 
Jargon of the Schools] and Poets 'an4 
l^hilblbphisrs were caviled to occuf^ the firft 
Pfficei of Statfe. ' 

A fuccecding Rcvblutioh dethroflw! the 
Mufp5, tp make vray^t ^e Men^of^Latw; 
The prefentmay fairly be denominated th« 
^e of ^iMwyexs. -Formerly Men were 

v?helm^ 
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whelmed in the vaffalage of Pricfthood.-^ 
Priefts were in thofe Times a kind of So- 
licitors in the Chancery of Heaven, in- 
vefted, however, with all it*s Plenitude of 
Power on Earth. — Lawyers are now, what 
Priefts were then ; and the Tribute paid to 
them, is as great as Superftition once ren- 
dered to the Church* 

Men of this Profeffion, without Birth, 
Family, Connexions, or Wealth, are daily 
raifing themfelves to the higheft Dignities 
of State; and the Charafter, now under 
confideration, will prohably live to be de- 
coi-ated with a Commiflion, that will give 
him Precedence over every Lay Subjedt of 
the Kingdom. How long the Law may pof- 
fefs this great Superiority, and the Bar re- 
main almoft the only Avenue to Wealth 
and Fame, may be a matter of great fpecula- 
tiveCuriofity to thePhilofophical Obferver; 
but not being diredly pertinent to the Sub- 
je6t before us, it muft pafs us undifcuffed, 
while we proceed to narrate what we know, 

or 



or have been: sble to obtainv^ reipeding Sir 
John Scohrx, firom the 'fttiiadl enquiry..* 

Sir John Scott is the Son ofarefpedi- 
able Tradcfmali in Newcqflk. His elder Bro- 
ther, SirWM. Scott, was bred up in the 
Pradlice'of the Civil Law Courts, and is at 
this Time a Dodor of Laws, and His Ma- 
jclfy*s Advocate General, and will, in all 
probability, rife to the higheft Honours in 
the Ecclefiaftical Court. Sir John, then 
Mr. Scott, was admitted a Student of the 

Middk 



*' That the Bar will not always maintain their prefent 
Pre-eminence, may fairly be inferf^d, not only from pre- 
ceding Revolutions of National Tafte and Circumflances, 
but alfo from the Hiftory of other Nations. We may ob- 
fcrve, even in others, the dUferent Degrees of Refpeft 
in which the Orators, or Pleaders of Caufes, were held at 
different l^riods ; and in RomEj, we have ftill more ftriking 
Examples of the mutability of Profeffional Refpeflability 
and Opulence. The immediate Succeffors of Cicero 
(bond the Bar the moft honourable and lucrative Profef- 
fion; but, in the Time of Juvenal and Persivs> the 
Cafe was fo much otherwife, that their Poverty, and the 
wretched infignificance of their Fees, were become Pro- 
verbial Reproaches to the wDhok Triii of Orators. 



Mf4dk.ffnit^ of Hillgiy Tprini^,.j7^ 
jind^aftor ftudying wit^i muph applica^ . 
tion.Jk^cpipg his Terms regularly, an4 
attending the Court of Chancery with 
great affiduity during the ufual Seafoa of 
f rQl)alion, was called 19 the Baf igi Hillaiy 
Term 1776^, _ 

He devoted his attention principally to 
the Pradice of . the Courts of Equity. 
Indeed, for feveral years after his Call to 
tho Bar, lyith ^ Tipijciity patural to hi^ 
(Th^rsu^er, he ihupnpd, as much as poflible^ 
appearing even at the Chancery Bar as a 
f leader ; confining himfelf almoft en^ 
tirely to the Bufinefs of a Draughtfmaii> 
jrj |vhich Ije was reputed extrepiely able, 
and in which he had yaft !pradice. 

Many hayc fprced themfclv^s,^ this' 
J^rofeffion, into public noticp, by refolute 
^ l^rfevering Induftryr which fh^ 
|^^K4^ of their CQnflitut)ons have enabled^ 

then) 
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^tetn lo iS^pport > and tAtrk kvf hmt Hke^ 
etedini bjr^. means cff iStuB^bfiorti energy dS- 
Charader^ diftihguiihedf by the word A»^ 
i%rR ANC£ 1 but Sir John Scoft is a £ngular 
Jnfbsncc^ wherctheSourcedE Advaneemcot 
%i life is to be- tnced t!o^g«at riatoral 
Modefty and Fceblencfs.ofGoollitutiottj 
ll^hichis too apt to*: operate as a check 
Ifpott young Ambition's Wing; and is very 
rarely^ indeed, produ^ve of advanta^ 
itidicTOad ta Fame and Fortuije, Sitph^^s^ 
however, the cafe in the prefent inflance j 
'Mr* Scott, finding his health unequal to 
iConfinement, and the fedantary Life cjf a 
D^ughtfinan, meditated a Change in hia 
Kan df Life; and doing violence to his 
Feelings, fought the nearer Path to Fain« 
bytheRt>adof Eloc|uence. * * 



M 



'^- TheMAttemptfuccceded far beyond hi$ 
t»wn hofttt^Oir the ^Expedations of hi$ 

•|friends. . :...-'^.,\ ^ --: . . ' ■ . , ■•: ^^ 

• -Ai 






As « Dritighf fman, Mr - ^Seott ha& 
alwaya diftinguilhed himfelf fay the Neat« 
pe(s and Accuracy of his Pen. *ln hi$ 
Bills, in his Anfwcrs> in his Conveyances^ 
evdiy Thing fecmcd arranged in the moft 
tforfedt and orderly Maimer, and expreffcd 
in the neateff 4rtd moft appropriate Lani» 
guage, which the formal Jargon of the Law 
would admit ; and now, as a Chancery 
Advocate, the fame Ingenuity, Pfectfion^ 
and Cle^mefs, diftinguifli all his JPkad* 

His Speaking, is of that fuhtle, corred:, 
und deliberate kind, that has more th^ 
appearance of written than of oral Elo- 
quence, - He branches forth his Argu- 
ments into difFcreixt Heads and Pivifions j 
and purfues the refpedlive Parts through 
all their various Ramifications, withfuch 
methodical Accuf^, that Argument feems 
to rif^ out of Argument, and Conckiiiotii 
from C^onclufiqn, in the moft regular and 
tiatural Prqgrefiion ; fo that thofe who arc 
<iot acquainted with his Pra£tice» would 

iufpc^ 



i^iiped^.^ he had ftudicd tW^jPi'f payed 
hi§ , Speeches with the moft diligent hXy^. 
tpntion; while others, ^(hoarc better ac* 
quaintcd with the Bufinefs pf the Courts^ 
fefi their Admiration and Surpr^ in- 
orcafcd, from the Knowledge th^t ^ M^ 
of his (cxtenfive. Bufinefs, fp far frQn\ 
Jiudying what bcfiMfoy^ can fcarcc fincj 
Time to gls^nce his Eye oyer the nurnerou§ 
Papers tl^at com? befoye hjm, but mul|: 
c^tch his Knowledge pf the Caufe, not fp 
much from his Brief, as from the Opening 
of the Junior Counfel, and the Arguments 
advaiic?d on the oppofite Side, 

He is alfo particularly diftin^ifhcd fqt, 
hisAptitude and ^ngeni^ity in Reply. 

Hjs fyileniatjp mind fecips tam(<thoT 
di?;e, w^th inconceivable r9{{i4jty, the 
-Arguments of hi§ Opponents, In Ac^ 
flxortfp^ce of Xime between, the Pl^ad- 
^lgs of his AdverXa?y, and his Reply » eyerj^ 
'yhinji^ fecm^ digefted .^d dilpp(e4^ a|i4 
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thfe niteff OfdcV: ^'lle will frequently takii- 
tfp' the' concluding Argument of his^ Dpi 
poneiit; or, -at other times, feize lipbri 
fortie Gbfervatioh whith had fallen in the 
middle cf the adverfe Speech. Here he 
vfill feegm his Attack ; and {)rofceeding by 
his ufual clear and dfeliberate Method ^ 
purfue one' regular Chain of reafoning^ 
tiU he has' confuted, or at leaft replied to^ 
cVery Propofitioti advanced againft him* 

Mr. ScoTT is little knoS;^n dui of the 
Metrppolis, or in //, but as a Chancery 
Pleader.- — The Subtlety of his Metaphy- 
seal Reafonings are admirably adapted to 
thePradlice of this Court. 

There ^rc certain CharaSlers^ who, from 
being themielves' remarkably bverbednhg 
and iijjuming^ are particuliarly' pleafect 
ifr dAers-with that Modelfy^ahd Diffidence, 
#hith' give theni no f rouble" by painful 
Ojppoftibni or affuming the Appeatahcfe 
"'■^ of 



( *«« > 

Afgumene «n4 D^Hitatioa. H is fjbem^ 
fore probable, 9adttK9iiafo£ JnAmaea 
iupport the Suppofitbn* ihzt notwdtl^ 
ftindtng Mr. ScofC*s tckcOfwMtgti Tix 
hatSt be ^rwes his Suotrft* ih a gumt 
meafure, to that Ui^anitf «f MmuQeiy 
«nd Dufidence, which hu 'avoMle4> M 
tnudi as {kotil^le, all C^poficioo ividt tha 
fie»lch.>^6e~ this as it may, the ftf^mi 
ChaAcellof took v^ earl)r Notice erf ^iia, 
and gave him his Countenance iri Pradicc^ 
ina 'Way extfemelyuncifual with hiin. 

: Onetime, in ]»artiGttlir,iirIuIe.Mr.^oTT 

was yet but rifi^g into Notion <th» Chao> 

cellor having been {»r^<m]|H% p]$afed<n^^ 

his pleading, and having paid him the 

tcU^ aatked Attentioa 'tiuut^ «4t the 

finie he was fpeakisg, ^tofinad* lat ^}id 

bipealcii^ sifkdf tt»C6att^ to s((pcMs Vfilk 

- kiab ihpritatj&^-^iiawtmr^tnlNiDBi^MllKil^ 

^^mgkpt£kedHmmt»^l»iit^\M^ckpfid 

the Summons, smdtkoy ratifCfi JtM^olhaCf 

/-■•:;> Thc^ 
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Xhe QkaaesSaf (oos^ratolaled bim ifsJm 
«ikig M«it, awi oflfered Jvim the then vjt. 
xant Mafterflrip in Chancery ; at the faw* 
timcobfcrving, that he did not prefs his 
Accdpftnce, firice, iii dl p*b^lity, hf 
■fi'l^t in time do hettipr* ■ - 

. The Office o£ Matter in tMa^mf 
is looked upon, by the Profieflfors <»£ fbc 
Law, as a kind of Hos;pit al Foii In7A,» 
LIDS, where thofe, whom C<xinedlJion$« 
or Application, have reared to ft cerfiim 
Rank, ^xnetimesfindacalm and idle 4:etreat 
for Life, with a comfortable Stipend, 9&d 
g&odAccuMnKtdaticm j but from whence tliey 
are feldom called again into more diftia* 
guilhed Scenes of Adlion, that lead to the 
OaghOfiicts of State, But Mr. Scott (tho* 
-as w« lave obferved before, much of « 
VftletHdinmUk in Coattitution), probabljr 
feeling bimfelf rather encouraged by this 
Ccmtesfatinn, tepurCue^the aiduouf Pi^ <^ 
i^afisct itann to r^qk him&lf m this. o|v 
'IcuceJ&etiaiCy pdUt^y dedinMl ^ QStih 
:-: / and 
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itiA Wifely truftcd to hi* PottimiA and 
Induftiy for the attainment of ftill highei^ 
Honours. 

Hdw much this Ancfcddfc liluft havd 
contributed to raife the ydung PIcddfcr iii 
the Opinion of the Profeffion, may bfi 
tefily imagined; Certain it is, Mh Scott 
had a greater Rim of Bufinefs than any 
Counfel at the Bar« 

In 1783, a Patdnf of Precedency wa§ 
granted him, by which he became entrtled 
to all the honours and advantages of thcf 
Silk Gown, and ranked with the King'* 
CounfeL 

Mr. Scott Was fcJorl ifttt intro-t 
duced into Parliament, having htcn return-* 
ed for the Borough of TiPJ?^^, in Hereford. 

In the commchdement of his Career, as 
4 Political Charafter, and a Parliatinen* 
tary Speaker, we ftiuft refer to the date of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fbx^s celebrated India Bill; and up^ 
on this occafion it muft Ixs obfferved, that 
be fccms to have foregone the wonted M^ 
defty of his Charaftcr, by putting himfelC 
not only in oppofition to Leb, the then At^ 
Hrney General^ a 'Man df acknowledged 
AbiHties, but againfl: the Britifh DB-*i 
MbsTHEs^ESi the Chaihpion of Pa^ 
triotifm. 

What were the fpecious iPretexts ort 
ivhich this Bill was oppofed, what were 
the Nature of Mr* Scatt*s Arguments^ 
and what the fate of the Bill itfelf, are To* 
pics Unneceffary to be here enlarged upon> 
However unpropitious this Event might be 
to the Intereft and Welfare of this Country, 
it was very far from having any ill eiFe<!%$ 
on the Fortune of Mr. Scott# 

Eminence in our Courts, is a fure Cori- 
dudlor to the Path of Promotion ;— but it 
goes no further, of itfelf^ than to th^ 

P THRESHf 
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t ftilt rfiotD of pfcff rmcAt ; a certain pl/a^^ 
iififyBXvA elajliciiy of Prindpte^ which can 
wind thro' the mazes of Political Intrigue, 
and a facility of fhapingOpinionsto the Fk- 
fhionof the Times , are eflential Requifi tes for 
condu^tinghim to the Goal . In thefe refpcdls , , 
to (peak plainly. Lawyers are ieldom defi- 
cient ; Their habits of reprefenting which- 
ever Side they feed upon, as that, which 
Truth and found Reafon fupport, naturally 
leads them, in time, to confider Tfuth and 
Reafon as only to he found on the fide of 
Intereft. From this temper of Mind , per- 
haps many of thofe rapid Advancements to 
Power and Opulence, which have diftih- 
guiftied the Barrifters of the prefent Cen- 
tuiy may be accounted for 5 and perhaps 
even the forcible Reafoning, and corredt 
Didtion of Sir John Scott, might not 
as readily have fmoothed for him, the Road 
to his p«tehf H<«««rs. bad not Us Fm«. ' 
fleslcdi him fo readily, and fo 2ealoufly, to 
^fpoufe Ihie Sentiments of thofc> it had 
already been determinedihould be advanced 
• ~ \* to 



lo*Adminiftr?iti^9i a)n4vwhoJbcld thjBkljlf^ 
of Power ^/ the X^tffoltition^ oftke^ iafi Pajr^ 

liament. _ , . - . . . ,- — . 

Since the Change produced by theMea<_ 
fiire above ilated, no no^terial alterations 
have taken place in Cabinet Arrangements^ 
and Sir John Scott \xz^hitberta perfevc- 
r^d in a unifornjity of Gondu^. Ici Ihe 
Year 1788, he diftingtiifjicd himfclf as the^ 
iUuftrious Father of the Declaratory Bilii 
an explanatory Ad:, of which it may be 
ifaid, as it has of many Cbmmentari^s lipon 
Homer, that it pointed out Meaning^ 
and Intefpretatiohs invfented long after thd 
Original was digefted, and gave the Au^^ 
thors bi the P^rfohnance, it pretended to 
elucidate, the Honour (fucb a$ it was) of 
Inventions, about which, at the time it was 
c5mpofcd, they wete not bold enough td 
think, eVeh in theit Wildeft Dreims. 

The ConfeqUcnces of this extraordirt^ 

Medure» Were as advantagfiotis to Mi"* 

Pa ScoTTi 
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Scdfl*, as the Bin itfelf was alamiiflg ia 
thfc Friends of Liberty, Ttie latter, it is 
true, were left to mourn, inaftonilhment, 
the feairity with which Meafures might 
b* introduced by flow, jefuitkal and liefx- 
irious means, that would have inftantly 
died in the Luftrc oi open Day. 

Thefe Were Services that never go un- 
wWardcd. In 1788, Mr. ScdTT waf 
Ipxighted, and made Solicitor General. 

Among the other Pa»iotic Meafufes of 
Mr. Pitt's Adminiftration, to the Ho- 
nour of which Sir John Scott may juftly, 
icLpart, lay claim, we muft not forget, 
thatinhimor/jy»a/tf</the Legal Dodrines^ 
and Snbtleties of the Regency Bill, 

As a 'Parliamentary Speaker^ Sir Johm 
ScoTT*s Merit, is very inferior to his P^o- 
feffionai Ability as a Pleader. The tech- 
nical Modes of Speech, and the forma- 
lized Habits of the Courts, attach him fo 

ftrongly wpo» ^1 Occafiofts, that he can 

Hcvef 
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never hope to charm a popular Aflembfy, 
or command the Applaufe of Senates.—- 
He wants the Waraith and Animation, 
the bold declaniatory Vehemence, that 
diftinguifli the Senatorial from the Forenfiq 
Orator. 

Sir John Scott always begins in the 
Houfe of Commons with a low and embar- 
raffed Tremulation of Voice, which fub-* 
iide^ very gradually, and fometimes not at 
all. — He is always Ihrewd, clear and fen^ 
iijble, but very feldom energetic and impref* 
{wt—rnrver animated. 

As a private Charader, Sir John 
Scott is pcrfeftly the Gentleman : eafy, 
polite, and affable j neither affuming 
jimong his Friends, difficult of Accefs, 
or faftidioufly referved , to Strangers. With 
the Manners, he alfo blends the Exterior of 
(he Qeixtleman* i 



Mr. ANSTRUTHER, 



JIdfctJfet nova, pue Qenitcr froduxtrit ujus ; 
Febemens ^liquidus, puroque Jmillimus amnt\ 
tundet opeSf Latiumque heahit di*vite Lingua : 
ftuxuriantia compe/cet ; nhms ajpera/ano 
Istvahit cttltui *virtute carentta toMn: 
Jjudentis /peciem dahit, ac torqu^bitur* ut qui 
Nunc Satyrum, nunc agr$ftem, Cyclopa mwetur. 

HoA. Epi^t, 



J. HE multifaripus Biography is, in fomc 
particulars, not ynlikc the Painter. The 
mere catching the identity of ftriking fea- 
tures, is to both almoft a work of mecha- 
nica eafe; but to give ^ Varied attitude^ 
and a fiill rarer character' to the pidurc, 
is, to the one and the xither, the knotted 
perplexity (trinoda necessitas) of 
the art he cultivates. 

The Gentleinan of whom we now at^ 
fempt a faint Sketch, will not, we hope, b'b 

alhamed 
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adiamcd to look on a Portraiture handWcf 
with much Faithfulnefs^^ thougfx with lit^ 
tic Taftc. In one thing, at Ieajl\ we may- 
take credit — ^that we (hall not AifFer hy the 
tell of COMPARISON^ as -Nye bdieve he has 
not fat to another Artift* 

Mr. Anstrutmer i$ indebted to For^- 
tunc for fomp accidental Advantages, 
that might hay? benefited more, had they 
fallen e!(fewhere, than where ^hey did. 
It may fuit the boaby Heir of a rich 
Houfe, to have his Wants provided f<>r, 
^ven before he knows that he has any ; 
but Genius in every Clime, will force 
to her Neceflities the Tribute pf the Alien, 

On the Pride of Birth much ipight here 
be arrogated. If to be defcendcd* from 
cne of the oldeft Families of an antient 
Kingdom, >yere, in thefe times of happy 
Illumination, any thing to boaft — He 
is the fon of Sir John Anstruthxr, 
Bart, of Ayrcfliirevin Scptland, whoconT 

ncds 
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jiedls with a l|aadi«»c Rettt^RoIl^ <^9*'5r» 

At an early age, young Anstruther 
was recommended to Gkfgow, and there 
to Dr. Millar, the celebrated Profeflbr 
p€ Humanity^ They >vho were lucky 
enough to have brought, hither uny Ta- 
lents, anight be . aflured,^ at leaft, not to 
leave the place with Icfs Knawledg;e than 
they came.— Our Tyr^? would, however, have 
bidden farewell to the Academic Walls^ 
>vith little increafed Knowledge^ but for the 
jnceffant Induftry of his great Preceptor ; 
for he is faid to^have been the idleft boy of 
his Clafs^ When recalled from Col* 
lege, he began, however, to feel th^ Ne- 
ceffity of an eftablifhed Purfuit,.and a fixed 
Attention on the profecution of it. Left 
to himfelf , he did not long hefitate where 
to determine-^but fixed at once, on the 
Study of the Law^ 



In 
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^^'Ifl 1774, he W4S admitted of Lihcolii'a 
XfOi — and called to the Bar in Hillary Term 
1779. 

His ptogrcfs in^profeffional Avocations, 
has been more obfcrvable for the Certainty 
ofthtRetainments of what it has once poH* 
Icflerf itfclf, than of quick- Attainments, 
Nor can it any way be at all impeached 
for having been pufhed by unfair and dif^ 
reputabfe-PraiSkicc, ' 

'' Mr. AnstruthEr, in the Declara- 
tion of Kii Opinidn as a La^er^ is JIqw ; 
but to make ample amends, he is for the 
moil part, /tire. He is confulted on all 
great Qoeftiohs of Law, arifing in his own 
Country, and has often evinced, by a 
large Djfplay of /oca/ Learning, that a more 
able Advocate could no where be engaged. 
Perhaps there is no Branch of Pleading 
"more honoiirable fhari that of Scotch Ap- 
peals ; more /ucrative, it may roundly be 
faid, there cannot be ; and he is not with-» 



^^^ 



( ^ai9 ) 

out a f>rc^ortionatc Divifion of V/«rWBu-. 
finefsin the Court, where he is moreej^e^t 
dally called to Pradice. 

Hje had not been long on the Books of 
Lincoln* s Inn, when a Profpeft of a Seat 
in the Houfe of Commons prefented itfelf, 
too flattering to be refilled. He ha$ been 
twice returned to Parliament, 

His condud in the Senate has been uni« 
form. He conceived an early Attachment 
to Mr, Fox and his Politics, from which 
he has never fwerved in all the trying ^- 
ciffitudes of his great Leader's Fortune* 
He is* to the Party with whom he zGts^ 
an able Coadjutor. In his Arrangement 
of public Concerns, in hiseafy reference 
to remote Fadts, he affords a ufeful, though 
tacit Affiftance, to his more talkative Aflb*- 
ciatess nor has he ever hurt the Caufe he 
cfpoufed, when he ventured to rife in fup- 
portofits MeritSi 

'.I 
His 



( aao y 

His regular AtteodanoD in the Commiu 
tec of Enquiry into the Afimirs of India^ 
not ten years tedious Proccfs has been aW^ 
to appal. To his Indefatigability, may 
•bcafcribed the Honour of his being ap-* 
•pointed by the Commons of £ngland to 
ihare kx the Management of the Impeach^*^ 
ment now carrying on, in their Name, 
againft Warren Hastings, Efq. 

The Speech on the Opening of the 
Charge entruiled to his Hands, wajs a 
gnuid Spe<;imea of Oratorical Abiiitiest 
and difcovered a wonderfid PodefScMa of 
the Sub}ed he was required to illuftrate^ 
Where /A^ prefent Lord CiTAKCEiiLos; 
ideigns to commend, it may very fairiy be 
preilimed there is politive^Defeit ; and his 
Lord&ip could not with^hold his Appro* 
bation cffi the Spot* 

His Speeches en the Regency Bill^ the 
'Declaratory A^^ and Mr, Pitt's India 
Bilh <iid him equal Honour. - ^ 

Mr^ 



Mr. Anst^uther's Oratory is, by no 
means SHE wV, HisCharaderiftic is^^r- 
eiBle Argument^ conveyed in neaty pointed 
Language. He is faid to affeftthe Manner 
of Xord Loughborough j and if fo, is 
certainly an admirable Copy. As far as re- 
lates to Adlion, he has fucceeded in the 
moft exaift Refembknce; but he who 
look3 for the further Perfedion of a Volume 
of Harmonious Voice, and the happy 
Energy of Animaticm, will be difappoint- 
ed. Whenever Mr. Anstruther devi-* 
ates from the even^ didactic ^ kind of Speaks 
ingy his communicative Organs fail him 
entirely. Sometimes his Voice is thickly 
choaked ; at others, it utters Sounds dif^ 
cordant, and ungrateful to the Ear of Har« 
inony. 

In Per/on he is above the common Sta- 
ture, and father inclined to Hoop, proba* 
bjy from a fedentary Habit. His impaired 
Health may alfo, we fuppofe, be attribu- 
ted to the famt Caufe. 

The 



( laft ) 

The condudihg Paragnph gives us more 
Pleafure than til that have forgone j hoiv^ 
ever in Public Life he may be admired 
of his numerous Partisans; it is far ex-« 
ceeded in the amiability and refped of hist 
frmti Worth, 



"T "' 'il' '^ '^'t * * ' 



Mijfn. Erskine, Pig6t, Ming ay, andGx^* 
kow, were originally intended to foUow the A.TTO'Si'A'S.Y 
AND Solicitor General ; but as a Second Vo«* 
LUME (entirely conjined to the great Characters of 
the BAR is ready for the Prefs^ awaiting the Public 
judgment upon the PRESENt, it is judged better t^ 
referve thofe very eminent Names, as a means ^en- 
suring a fofuourable Reception* 



After 
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4fiirfo much has hnnfmd^f tanjoyers •ft}f$fT$fentpw^^ tht 
ImJkrfMef. tbefillowingCharaSer from an OldWriter^ 
may not, perhaps. It thought imptrtintnt or improper i 
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CHARACtMR of an HONM'T lAfPTER, 



t^ammttm 






Ail :Hpneft Lawyer is the; lifo-^Ufir-d of our 
Fortunes^ the bfift (collateral Security. for ah 
jEftatq : a.trufty Pilot, to ftecr one through: thci 
dangerpus (and often, tiriie^ inevitable) ocean 
of contintion: a tru^. Frkft of Juftice^ thsjt 
neither, facrifices to £f{tttd ntir covdtoufc 
Defs; and in this outdoes tbofeof ahi^rfunc- 
tioi^ : that be can make j^eople hotieft that arci 
Sermon-proof. — He is an infallible anatomift of 
Mium hXidTwm, that willprefently fcarch a 
cslufe' to the quick, and;find out the peccant hu^ 
mpur, ihe litte lurking oHeat, though inafked 
in never fo fair pretences: one tl^t praftifea 



i «« I 



Lav, fo as not to forget the Gofpel, tut always 
WcaViiCAftfcieilcc ^wellas^Go^rt j feeiffe!|hs 
tKcX?aute more tliangold; ailid'i? tHkFv/ifli nbt 
bear the Touch, in a generous fcorh puts Wek 

thiJFee; ^ " '''' '' " \'j] 

-Though he knows all the CrlticlfmV dtlMl 
Faculty, arid the nice Snapperadoesof Pra^icfe^ 
yet he never ufes them, unlefs in a defenliVe 
way, to countermine the plots of KnaVery ; for 
he affceis not the devililh {kill of butlfekfiflmg 
Right, noraims at the fliameftif Glory oFmakilig 
a bad C^fe good ; but with equal contempthates^ 
the Wolve*^ Study, and the Dog's Eloquence*; 
sailidililiiihs to groW great.by crimes, Or bmlA 
ibini&if a fortune on the Ipoil of the opprelftrf^ 
or: the ruin of the Widow, and Orpham^ - He Was 
lAott rcTerencefof'hifciProfdrKjH; thaH^ta^e- 
bauch it) to unrighteous purpoies; inii^hMtk2: 
ther>be lAufiib; than fu'ffer hia tongut to pitift^ 
iw ihjttfiice,^^ or cl«b his part*, to bolfter^up^ 
cheat with the -Legerdemkin of Law^craft. • '- 

He is not Ikded like jFoim^^ to takb a^re^aifij:*^ 
i»g fee fram thfePMIttilF; and afterwards £lbal:fe^' 
handed Briber iromthe Defenfitant ; nor f^ (to»^ 
bkaongued, thiH bnemay pupchkfe hit Piead<? 



fvivyi/. :.x>^ iiiOrov' 3..; ^ri\i:: ! ^i-:" ♦ \r: i:r or ,^>^i;,': 

Jhi^ ^filenpe^^ hut when he underjtalies a bufijief^ 
jj« ,4efpQwfe5 U^^^^ fiW^foU 

low a caufe, but manages it. A mollifying leu 
ter from the adverfary*s potent friend^ a noble 
-^^Ht *?^ f^^T^?^^^^ 9^ ^. ^^^y prefent from 
^^^W^^^^^f^^^^ influence to makeUmflack^n 
Hlf I proceedings; for he is fo zealous for his 
^lient's intereft, that you may fooxier di vorcp 
the fun from the e<;liptici than, warp him . from 
ti^ integrity ; yet ftiU is his patron only z^^o^ 
cra$.(d^ far sisjuft); for if once he finds^ the bu;-* 
n(jfs fmells rank, St. If^r/i's Treafurc^ or the 
^ines of Potofi, arc too fjnall a fe^ to engage 
WTOpi?eflep further* ' 

.. A^*hif profeflion is honourable, fo his edu** 
cation has been liberal and ingenious ; far dif-^ 
(eir^nt from that of fome jilting peuifoggers^ 
^nd purfe«milkinglaw<.^drivers, v^hofe breeding, 
\)k^ a cuckQo*s, is in the neft pf another 
trade, where they learn wrangling and knave- 
ry m their own caufes, tpfpoil thofcjofother 
xx^xk^ Imd, with fweetenef} ^ngrefli^nts ofmecha** 
]U(;|ira¥4 compound. tljemfelves (thoii^ ^^^ 
pte QRott^) fij irjftruments for yillany* B«t 
^grepftcr years were feafoned with literature,' 

and 



^kamii^ ihdfx his. reckonii^ up . the CoU^^* 

. ind beading his naiqe in the &itteiy book : 

X Ke pndetft^ds logic (the method of .right >e^^ 

fomng) and rhetoric; (the art .of .per-i 

. fitafion), . is w^lV feei;! in hifiory. (the free 

« fchpol ,of prudence), ancl no ftrangcr to thp 

ethicft^nd politics of the antien^s. He\is 

flciiled in other I^in^ag^s befides Ikclaration 

Latin and Norman g^bberiih t hf^ read Plato and 

Tulfy before he faw either Littkton or die Statute 

JBoq/t^ BX^ groaqded in theprinciples of Nature 

and Cuftoms of natix>nsA came (lotis nianHus),to 

$0 the ftudy pf our common municipal Ja,w^ 

*. which he fpiind to be multorwm annortm.ofus^ a 

' tafkthat rp^uii^.s blithe perves of indufiry ; ajtid 

therefore e^plqyed his time at the Inns of 

^ Court, better (han in hunting afj^er newfafhions^ 

ftarting frefh miftreffes, haunting the play^ 

houfes, or acquiring the other little town ac- 

CompliihmenUJ, whigh render their admirer$ 

fine men in the opinion of fools, but ^egi-« 

PUS, fops in Ihe judgment bf the wife. 

In his ftudly, h(f traffics not only with the in- 

fanyry of epitomes, abridgment«| and diminu-» 

^ Uyc cpUeftprs in dccimo-jcxto^ but draws hii 

knowledge- 



I 

\ tndWI^dge ffcm ityt otiginal fprm|gS| d^gdUb^ 

%ffae whole body of the Lav in a laborbmaii4 

fegularmclhodf bute(iKK:iaUy aiins lAbcwciJU 

-^ verfe4 in the practice of evcty Coi^t* aA4 
rightly to underft^d the ^t of goodpleadliii^ 
as knowing them to be the mofi ufefiU to unia^ 

^ vd the knotty mtrigues of the caufe^^ aod ic;^ 
duce it to an ifiue ; yet hates to pellerihe Coiiri 
widi CiratUics^ Negative Pregnants^ Dtfartrnts^ 

- gnd multiplied Inamvemencies. 

He never goes about with feigoed^llegfl^om 

' to caft a mift before the eyes of jnfiice, that 

' fte may miftake her road, and affig^ the ckildl 

' 10 ibe wrong mother: endeavours not to pack 

; a Jury by his intereft lo the Under Sheriff; nm 

to balk an Evidence withamaltitudeof fudden 

enfnaring interrogatories.; nor maintains an|r 

corrcfpQndence with the Knights of Alfatia, oi^ 

Ram-Alley Vouchers. HecanprofecuteaSnit 

in Equity, without feeking to create a whirlpool^ 

where one Order fliaU beget another, and the 

poor Client be fwung round (Hk^ a cat befocq 

execution) from Decree to Rebearfing, froaj^ 

Report to Exception^ and vice iftr^ lifl his for^ 

tunes ate fliip^-wrecked, and hmfelf drowned,, 

for want of white and yellow earth to wade 

through 



] 
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Rfiin of a'^amily, for tlie lucre of Ten Groats • 
nbt/hy drilfing Quirks, fpitis but a fuit iribre 
lifting than Biiffi depending a whole rcvolutfoa 
<lf SiturA, a'nd entailed on the^tliird atfd foiirt^ 
GtHifrit^on* He does not play the Empfric 
yrifh his Qient, and put him on the rackto j^aW 
hifh Meed more freely, calling him into a fwoon^ 
^Hth frights of a judgment, and then reviving 
him again >with acordial Writ of Error, or the 
dear Elixir of an InjunQion, to keep the bcranl 
gle alive zS long as there are any vital (pirits 
iti the pbuth: He <:an fuffer his neighWur* 
tq^fivc -quiet about him, without perpetual'^ 
alarms of A&ionsandIndi£lments, or conjuring 
up dormant Titles to every commodious Sejit^ 
and 'making Land £atl} five years purchafe, mere*? ' 
lytbr lying within ten miles of him. ■•■ '^ *" 

JHt dcMghts tp ht an Arbitrator, not an Incen-^ 
diary, andhas icaiut pacificus oftener in his mouth ' 
than cwT^rf kXf^ He never. wheedles any into' 
endlefs Suits; for trifleis, h6r anhnates them to, 
nndothemlelvcS knd others forDaniage Feafant,* 
Of inlignificaftt trefpkfles p^ihus4mhukm4oi W 
(as Tclefkuir ffcrdfa^ViilKc heft cure'^ for the 

wouiida 



rounds, it^^a4?)>^^dvif^^^ t(x:^n^9^^ 




j^flr6i> i^ not mercenary ; the money giv^n him^? 
is only M honorary. g for his advice aiu}* 

troublejOr a grateful kcknowledffmentof pujob-e 
ligations forhis well-mtendedendieayQursf an4f 
tfie old emblem of the bramblefs tcarimr off the, 
aeep'5 fleece that run to it for meltpr in a ftormk 
Can nave no reflcai<Mi, Upop hjm^ whole braiiL 
IS .asa^^ive^ and bis topgye a« volaj^tle^ for^ 
penny lefspapper, as when oil^d mt)^ the aurwf^^ 
potahitepf a doze^i guineas* 

•^ ,-/■,- . • ; ■ < I. - : * r ' ,f r- .' . r. .. . * ' 

in a word> whilttXeTliyes, heiij the dcligkt o%, 
iKe iCourt^ the orniatnent pf the JBar^ . the glory 
of his profeffion; thcjpatronof innocency, the 
upholder of rigjhit, ithe fcourgQ of oopMffifljij, 
me terror QJfdeceiti andithe oracle of m^fouo* 
try; arid wfien death calls l|,im; to the Bar of rfea* 
ven, by zhaheas corpus cwfn ca'^f, be Bn^sbis 
Judge his Advocate^ norifui^ the devil, obtains. 
A liberate from all is infirmities, and conii*^ 
nues ftilf dne of the I-ong, R^il^c i» Glory.' '\ 

•.ii .■,'*•♦ * ' ' ■ . 



Tit AUTHOR'S APOLOGY. 
iTHERE are a fort of (pider-platcd animals, 
that can fuck venom out of iht medicinal flowl 
ersi ihifchievous Drones? that have not onlyr 
\ch off laudandd facerCffed eiiam taudarc; fo far 
from doing any thing jiraife-nrorthy^themteives^ 
that they cannot endure the deferved ehcomi-^ 
urns of others. If any fuch vermin ihoiild fight 
upon this innocent lucubration^ and endeavour 
to turn panegyric into fatire, by a left-handed 
fcomment, the Author thinjts fit to anticipate 
their malice— ^that there fives notaiferfon whofe 1 

breaR i« fraught with a greater veheration for ^ 

the I*rofeffioh of the Law than himfelf; whd 
iiaid the honour of fome mean' education therein f 
3ut 9s be knows qo true Qainaliel ^will wrong 
him tvith fucK a gi-'oUndleis lufpicibn, *(b he 
efteems the difplealure of griping Caure-jobtl 
bers^and Green Bag-dabWers, below hisregardr 
Itistheirintcreftto be offeiicfcdatAe c^^^^ 
of an ttonerf Lawyer, for the very jfatne-reafoif "^k, v 
that hard-favoured Ladies bate 'Handforte [ 



V *. 



Chainbermaids ; and'i^y wellimitsLtc that Daw-;' 
ber's policy, who, having ^Vawn amoii ngifcirabli: 
piftureof a cock, hired a |^ to pelt ^way aU 
the live ones from coming near^^ left people, by 
comparing, fhould difcern the horrid oglincfs of 
bi»own« 
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